Sabbath Sermon of April 16, 2016.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The High Priest Prophesied Jesus’ Death
John Chapter 11
It must have been in the first month of the Biblical year or close to it, that Mary and Martha sent for Jesus when their brother Lazarus was sick unto death. Their relationship to Jesus was more than that of friends. They had become members of Jesus’ Family to which all who believe in him belong. To show this, they believed on him, knew that he did perform miracles, and confidently sought his help in the hour of trial. Some have said that “it is a dangerous thing to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.” Here it turned out not to be a dangerous thing after all, but a wonderful thing to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Lazarus was raised from the dead because Mary, Martha and Lazarus had personal relationships with Jesus Christ. “Take heed that no one deceive you” (Matthew 24:4).
If you ask why would someone say such a thing when they know it is not true? That is the point, because they know if you have a personal relationship with Jesus, they, their master Satan also known as Lucifer and the final death in the Lake of Fire will not be your portion. They do know that if you have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, neither in the slaughter they have planned nor can the final death touch you. They are lying to the masses because they want them in hell fire where they and their master Satan will burn forever and forever (Mark 9:44). In other words, because these have sealed their fate with the pact they made with Satan, they want you and everyone else in there to burn with them.
Trials like sickness and death come to all people, including Christians. But Christians have the Almighty Father for their helper, as Mary and Martha had Jesus, the Almighty Father-man, for their helper. It would have been odd indeed if they had not sought Jesus’ help in this situation as their brother grew very sick, just as it would be odd for the Almighty Father’s people not to seek him when they need him and his help. 

True Christians know of Jesus’ miracles, both from the Scriptures and through changed lives we have seen. When we need extraordinary help, Jesus offers extraordinary resources. We should not hesitate to ask him for help. Any trials a believer faces can ultimately bring glory to God because Almighty Father can bring good out of any bad situation. My friend, when trouble comes, do not grumble, complain or blame the Almighty Father for allowing it, you must see your problems as opportunities to honor your Father in heaven.
When Jesus spoke about the hours in a day and night in response to the threat from the sect who called themselves Jews, “Day” here should be understood to mean the knowledge of the Almighty Father, and those who walk in it. The “night” means absence of this knowledge. When we move ahead in darkness, we are likely to stumble.
11-16. Jesus said Lazarus was asleep just as we speak about those who are asleep in Jesus. The disciples misunderstood Jesus, believing Lazarus was ill and restless and that at last he had fallen asleep and was probably on the mend. But Jesus speaks forthrightly to correct their misunderstanding: “Lazarus is dead.” Jesus can raise the dead just as easily as he can heal the sick. Life and death are under the control of the Son of the Almighty Father. His delay had a specific purpose. Almighty God’s timing, especially his delays, may make us think he is not answering or he is not answering the way we want. But he will meet all our needs according to his perfect schedule and purpose. We must patiently await his timing.
True Christians go to sleep when they die physically, but are asleep or resting waiting for the day of their resurrection when Jesus returns. While those who died physically without Jesus will never go to sleep, but are tormented in hell day and night by Satan who deceived them in the first place, until the day of judgment when they will be raised and then thrown into the Lake of Fire (Revelations 20:1-15).

Mary and Martha were right to say that “if Jesus been there, their brother had not died.” Of course, if Jesus had been with Lazarus during the final moments of his sickness, he might have healed him rather than let him die. But Lazarus died so that Jesus power over death could be shown to his disciples and others. Jesus delay was not for purpose of showmanship or to impress people. It was an essential display of his power and the resurrection from the dead which is a major belief of Christian faith. He not only raised himself from the dead, but he has the power to raise others (John 10:17, 18).
When Jesus said to his disciples, “let us go to Judaea again,” the disciples knew the dangers of going with Jesus to Jerusalem, and they tried to talk him out of it. But their objections failed, so they went with him. Their loyalty to him demanded that they do so. No doubt, there are unknown dangers in doing the Almighty Father’s work. At any rate, the benefits of walking with Jesus outweigh the high cost of being Jesus disciples.
17-23. Lazarus had lain in the grave four days. By this time the body was in a state of decay, and no one could question whether Lazarus was really dead. Jesus knew very well what he was doing and why he delayed coming until his friend was dead. He also had some business to attend to, especially with Martha, one of the two sisters of Lazarus. Martha needed to be instructed, not only about the resurrection, that Jesus himself was and is the resurrection and the life.
24-34. Martha professed to believe in the resurrection of the dead. Jesus gently took her from that conviction to the necessity for her to believe in him. He pressed her to tell him whether she believed him to be the Messiah, the Son of the Almighty Father. Martha responded in the affirmative, this may have been the crucial moment in her life when she stepped from darkness into light and from the dominion of Satan to the dominion of God. Martha is best known for being too busy to sit down and talk with Jesus (Luke 10:38-42). But here we see her as a woman of deep faith. Her statement of faith is exactly the response Jesus desires from every Christian.
When Jesus saw Martha and the people there weeping with her, he became emotional, and he too wept openly. Although he empathized with their grief, but he may had been troubled at their unbelief. In either case, Jesus showed that he cares enough for us to weep with us in sorrow. Here we see many of Jesus’ emotions, compassion, indignation, sorrow, even frustration. He often expressed deep emotion, and you should never be afraid to reveal your true feelings to him. Jesus understands them, for he experienced them. My friend, you should be honest with Jesus; do not try to hide anything, because he is aware of everything. He cares for you.

Jesus has power over life and death as well as power to forgive sins. This is because he is the Creator of life (John 1: 1-5; 14:6). He who is life can surely restore life. Whoever believes in Jesus has a spiritual life that death cannot touch or diminish in any way. When you realize the power of Jesus and how wonderful his offer to you really is, how can you help but commit yourself to him? If you believe in Jesus, you should know you have a wonderful assurance. For Jesus says: “Because I live, you shall live also” (John 14:19).
35-44. Scripture never says, Jesus laughed, although we can imagine that he had a robust sense of humor and that he undoubtedly expressed his pleasure with laughter. But here the Bible records his grief over physical death. Again, not only in this passage did Jesus weep; in Luke 19:41 we see Jesus weeping over the fate of Jerusalem. In verse 39 we observed just as most people would believe with their mouth, but not with their heart; Martha had professed that Jesus had the power of resurrection, but she now objects to the tomb being opened that Lazarus may be resurrected.  Then Jesus reminded her that she had agreed to what he was about to do, “that she may see the glory of God Almighty.”
Jesus prayer teachers us to call God Almighty our Father when we pray, praise him when we come for further mercies, and rest in the certainty that God hears prayer and answers. The Father always answered Jesus requests, as he does answer our prayers as well in the name of Jesus. 
In Jesus’ day tombs were usually caves in the limestone rock of a hillside. A tomb was large enough for people to walk inside. Several bodies were usually placed in one tomb. After burial, a large stone was rolled across the entrance to the tomb.  Jesus raised others from the dead, including Jairus daughter (Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:41, 42; Luke 8:40-56) and a widow’s son (Luke 7:11-15).  Therefore, Jesus had to call Lazarus by name to raise only him and not everyone laid in that tomb or near it.
45-53. In none of the larger meetings when numbers of men and women listened to Jesus were all of them converted. Some believed and some did not. Here many Jews and Judaeans believed as a result of the raising of Lazarus from the dead. Others were irritated, unsettled, and hostile. Some of these went to the Pharisees, who they knew were hostile to Jesus, and told them about the latest exploits of Jesus. 
A special council meeting was called, which had for its one purpose the destruction of Jesus and his ministry. In order to made their plan to stick in the minds of the attendees, they were reminded that Caiaphas the high priest had prophesied that same year, saying that it is expedient for them, that one man should be sacrificed for the people. In other words, that Jesus should die for the nation of Israel. He continued to say, “Not for Israel alone, but that Jesus should gather together in one the children of the Almighty Father that were scattered around the world (John 10:16). The high priest said this, and purposed to carry it out, but not realizing that he was confirming several prophecies by the prophets about Jesus, and was going to fulfill  the prophecy according Daniel (Daniel 9:25, 26).
On that day they took council together to put him to death, purposefully, to save the nation of Israel and the nations of the world. Again, not realizing they were confirming and were going to be fulfilling the prophecy that would make salvation available to everyone on earth by sacrificing Jesus Christ—the Lamb of God. The council’s ploy was to use a scare tactics on the people in the same manner terrorism is used today by the Cabal around the world. Here it was to make them believe that the Romans would discipline them if Jesus is not stopped. Although, Jesus ministry was not causing violence or uproar among the people, and why would the Romans discipline them. Well the Romans will be tipped off and lied to that Jesus was a malefactor, that is, a terrorist like Barabbas. Jesus preaching was done in quiet areas around the country side; the arguments or rather exchanges occurred only when they the Pharisees and their spies were present at Jesus’ meetings.
54-57. Jesus because his time was not come, he now withdraws from walking openly in the neighborhood of those who called themselves Jews among the Judaeans. He did not go from place to place preaching the gospel and working miracles. He did not do this because he was afraid or had lost his courage; it was a mark of his displeasure against Jerusalem for its rejection of him and his message from the Father. Look at Jerusalem today, and the people occupying it and their conduct toward the Gospel; we see history repeating itself. Jesus removed himself and his gospel from those who had rejected both. In addition, his removal would make the cruelty and conduct of his enemies even more inexcusable, for they could no longer blame him for making public appearance and performing miracles that upset them. Moreover, his hour was not yet come. Last, his re-entrance into the fray or scare in Jerusalem at the proper moment would be ever so remarkable and awe-inspiring, not to say glorious. 
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