Sabbath Sermon of April 14, 2018.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, bishop
The Opening of the Bottomless Pit
Revelation Chapter 9
Here John hears the sound of the fifth trumpet after an interruption by an angel who proclaims the three “woes” which introduce the last three trumpets of chapter 8:13. With the fifth trumpet, we move out of the realm of earthly disasters into that of the mythological. Mythological beasts come forth to attack the inhabitants of the earth. As though we were watching a horror movie, these creatures come out of the bottomless pit in the earth to torture humanity. 
The resemblance between the items contained in the first four trumpets and the things that happened to Egypt in Moses day is noteworthy (Exodus 10:14, 15). The fifth trumpet makes this even clearer. John sees locusts come on the scene, differing from the locust invasion of Egypt in that these locusts come from the bottomless pit. They torture but do not kill people, according to the divine command. These locusts are not the ordinary sort of grasshopper that sweeps across fields destroying crops. These locusts will chase people around, break down doors and windows and sting them.  They will be everywhere in that third part of the world under judgment.
John sees a great star falling from heaven which some have said is possibly satan or a fallen angel. Most likely, it is a good angel because the key to the bottomless pit is normally held by Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:17, 18) and it was temporarily given to this other being from heaven (Revelation 20:1). This being, whoever he may be, is still under God Almighty's control and authority. The bottomless pit represents the place of the demons and of satan, the king of demons (Revelation 9:11, Luke 8:31).
These locusts are actually demons, evil spirits ruled by satan who target people to sin. They were not created by satan, because God Almighty is the creator of all; rather, they are fallen angels who joined satan in his rebellion. God Almighty limits what they can do; they can do nothing without his permission. Their main purpose on earth is to destroy, prevent, or distort people’s relationship with God Almighty. Because they are in a corrupt and degenerated state, their appearance reflects the distortion of their spirits. It is important to recognize their evil activity so we can stay away from them.But we must avoid any curiosity about them or involvement with demonic forces or the occult.
The locusts are commanded not to touch anyone who has the seal of God Almighty on his or her forehead. Thus, the people of God Almighty are supernaturally preserved from this plague. This is another way that God Almighty persuades the people of the earth to repent from their unrighteous ways. The locusts do not harm nature, the grass, at all. Instead, they are sent to torment the depraved and unbelieving people of the earth.  Their sting torments but does not kill. The intensity of human suffering from this plague leads to a repetition of the cry of the sixth seal: people wish to die and cannot. When compared with Jeremiah 8:3, and Job 3:21, here the most horrible suffering leads people to seek death, which they cannot find because Mr. death does not want to be held responsible for helping them to escape pains and sufferings from the stings of the locusts.
11-20. Some of the features in the description given by John of the locusts arealso found in Joel: teeth, flight, warrior’s attire and comparison with war horses (Joel 1:6; 2:3-4). Furthermore, on John’s description of these locusts describes the human face was part of the traditional iconography of the scorpion, and the woman hair probably derived from astral symbolism, consisting of supersensible substance.They are equipped for their work like horses prepare to battle. They pretend to have great authority, and seemed to be assured of victory: They have crowns like gold on their heads; it is not a true one, but a counterfeit authority. They have the show of wisdom and sagacity, the faces of men, though the spirit of devils. They have all the allurements of seeming beauty, purposefully, to ensnare and defile the minds of men—hair like women; their way of worship was very gaudy and ornamental, in other words tasteless.
Though they appeared to have the tenderness of women, they had the teeth of lions, and are really cruel creatures. The counterfeit golden crown would be seenagain in the crown of the beast. The limitations placed on the demons to torment people for five months show that they are under God Almighty’s authority.  The name of the leader of these creaturesis Abaddon in Hebrew and Apollyon or Apollo in Greekmeaning “destruction.” This proves that those who worship Apollo worship demons. Apollo is also identified with the sun god and the son of perdition (John 17:12; 2 Thessalonians 2:3).
At the sound of the sixth trumpet, four destroying fallen angels or demons are released to do the bidding of God Almighty. Observe that they do not have the power to release themselves to do their evil work on earth. Instead, they are held back by God Almighty as in the now, and will be released by Him at a specific time, doing only what he allows them to do (Proverbs 16:4). These terrible horsemen led by the four demonic angels, do not signal earthly disasters; they will be sent out to attack and kill a third of the earth’s population. The angelic voice from the altar announces the time for the release of these destroying angels. Such angelic cry is associated with the trumpet announcing the Day of Judgment in 1 Thessalonians 4:16.
They bring the retributive justice of God Almighty with them and execute divine judgment against unbelievers. This reminds us that the plague is the answer to the prayers of the righteous. But this woe is not the end of the world, either. Only a third of the inhabitants of the earth will be killed with the hope that those remaining will learn and repent of their sinful ways. These terrible riders are deliberately more lethal than the previous group. They slay with the fiery breath of their mouths and with the venom of their serpent-like tails.
The ruin and devastation of the invading horde of tormenting beasts mark this scene in which a third of mankind is killed and the remainder of all peoples are warned about their impending judgment. Unfortunately, and as strange it may sound, the terrifying account of the angelic judgment does not cause impenitent men and women to change their ways or abandon their ungodly living. They refuse to repent from sinful lifestyles. Here even the attack by such mythic beasts does not change humanity. The conclusion remains much the same as it had been throughout the Old Testament: those who are hardened against the Word of God Almighty do not repent, no matter what happens to them. Suffering does not convert them. Terror does not convert them. Those who live through such times continue in idolatry and sin. More signs must occur before a terrified humanity recognizes that God Almighty is at work.
These people are so hardhearted that even plagues do not drive them to God Almighty. People do not usually fall into immorality and evil suddenly, rather they slip into it a little at a time until, hardly realizing what has happened, they are irrevocably mired in their wicked ways. What is significant is the fact that what happens is said to come at a specific hour, day, month, and year. God Almighty’s timetable is at work and nothing can hinder it or stop it from coming to pass as Jesus said in Matthew 24:35.
The Word of God Almighty in the Bible warns that any person who allows sin to take root in his or her life will end up in this predicament. Temptation entertained today becomes sin tomorrow, a habit the next day, then death and separation from God Almighty forever. (James 1:15). My friends, to think you could never become this evil because you do good works and help people is the first step toward a hard heart. Would it surprise you to know that many of those members of the Illuminati and the New World Order today one time claimed to be members of the Christian Church? To escape from the matrix black box called earth, you must cling to Jesus Christ to fly you out of it when he returns.
My friends, be assured that the end of the age will be marked by persistent impenitence by unbelievers and a refusal to heed the warnings conveyed to them first through the Gospel message and second through the apocalyptic events of staggering magnitude. If you ask, “Will everyone go to heaven based on Billy Graham’s teaching?” My friends, we urgeyou to think of what you’ve just read in this message about the bottomless pit, the horsemen led by the four demonic angels, and finally Revelation 20: 7-15. All that will be killed in the plagues in the fifth and the sixth trumpets will not have the seal of God Almighty on their foreheads. Therefore,they will be separated from God Almighty. 
No one that is separated from God Almighty will ever smell heaven. False preachers may lie for fame, money or to make you feel good, but the Word of God is true in all things and for all times. The Word of God Almighty tells us that the Lake of Fire is the ultimate destination of everything wicked; satan and his New World Order, the beast, the false prophet, the demons, death, hell and all those whose names are not recorded in the book of life because they did not place their faith in Jesus Christ (John 14:6-11). If you are very serious about going to heaven then you must call on Jesus today to save you and He will issue your passport to eternal life (John 1:12; 3:16-19).
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