Sabbath Sermon of April 13, 2014

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Prayer of Jesus, The Believer’s High Priest

John Chapter 17

Jesus begins here a family prayer, for his disciples were part of his family. His disciples as members of his family included his apostles, and those who believed in him. Those he had preached to he now prays for them. When Jacob was dying he prayed for the twelve patriarchs (Genesis 49). When Moses was about to die, he prayed for the twelve tribes (Deuteronomy 33). Now Jesus prays for the twelve apostles. This prayer, made by our high priest, was a preface to his redeeming death, in which he speaks of the favors and blessing he purchased through his death for his people. And the prayer is illustrative of his present intercession within the veil for his people then, now, and through the ages until he comes again. Jesus within the veil, means that he stands in the place of the altar of incense and in his name God will hear us. We noted that Jesus’ prayer in this chapter was fashioned and presented according to how he had taught us to pray and to believe that we have received what we asked, because the Father hears us when we pray in Jesus name.
From this prayer by Jesus we learn that the world is a tremendous battle ground where the forces under Satan’s power and those under God’s authority are at war. Satan and his evil forces are motivated by bitter hatred for Jesus Christ and his followers.  Jesus prayed for his disciples, including those of us who follow him today. He prayed that God would keep his chosen believers safe from Satan’s power, making them pure and holy, uniting them through his truth. If you are out there wondering, how do we get eternal life? Jesus tells us clearly here that it is by knowing God the Father himself through his Son, Jesus Christ. In other words, eternal life requires entering into a personal relationship with God in Jesus Christ. When we admit our sin and turn away from it, Jesus’ love lives in us by the Holy Spirit. To make it easier for everyone to understand what Jesus and the Scripture say, “No Jesus in your life, no eternal life for you!” Because what God says, Jesus says, and what Jesus says, God says. For the God Almighty to hear you, you must believe in His Son Jesus Christ. However, if you say you believe in God, but not in Jesus, you should know that the union of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit cannot be separated by your unbelief or by your lack of understanding of the Scriptures. Jesus said, “He that has seen me has seen the Father,” and Jesus is the inevitable, the way, the life and the truth (John 14 verse 9). If you have not accepted Jesus into your life, it is not too late since you are still breathing, to ask him right now to come into your life and save you. Because the moment you stop breathing, the Bible tells us that judgment follows (Hebrews 9 verse 27), and God will judge everyone according to how they related to his Son. 
The Scripture tells us that before Jesus came to the earth he was one with God. Now that his mission on earth was almost finished, he was asking his Father to restore him to his original place of honor and authority. Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, and Stephen’s dying exclamation in Acts 7 verse 56, and Daniel’s vision in Daniel 7 verses 13 and 14, attest that Jesus did return to his exalted position at the right hand of God the Father.
10-13. When Jesus said that he is glorified in his followers, he meant that God’s glory is the revelation of his character and presence. The lives of Jesus’ disciples reveal his character, and he is present to the world through them. If your life does not reveal Jesus’ character and presence, you might be in danger of missing the mark, that is, from entering into eternal life. Jesus is asking the disciples to be united to harmony and love as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are united, which of course is the strongest of all unions. “All the members of the inner circle were faithful, but the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.”  Judas Iscariot was the son of perdition who persisted because he betrayed Jesus in fulfillment of prophecies in Psalm 41 verse 9; Psalm 69 verse 25; Psalm 109 verse 8; and Acts 1:20). But his greatest sin was that he committed suicide indicating that he never understood anything Jesus taught. If he had, he would have asked to be forgiven and it would have been forgiven him, because Jesus came to die for all sins no matter how sinful.
 
Joy is a common theme in Jesus Christ’s teaching; he wants us to be joyful while he takes care of all our worries. However, the key to immeasurable joy is living in close contact with him, the source of all joy. When you do, you will experience God’s special care and protection, and see the victory God brings even when defeat seems certain.

14-16. The Christian is not of the world, but Jesus never said his people were not to live in the world. He said, “I’m not asking you to take them out of the world, I am sending them into the world. The Christian is the salt of the earth and the light of the world. While in the world the believer is to have victory over the world. He is to “stop loving the evil world” (1st John 2 verse 15 and 16), rather he or she is to “be a new and different person with a fresh newness in all you do and think” The major temptations of life are “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. The world hates Christians because Christians values differ from the world’s. Since Jesus’ followers do not cooperate with the world by joining in their sin, they are living accusations against the world’s immateriality. The world follows Satan’s agenda, and Satan is the avowed enemy of Jesus and his people. 
17-20. A follower of Jesus becomes sanctified or set apart for sacred use; cleansed and made holy through believing and obeying the Word of God (Hebrews 4 verse 12). Sanctification is the work of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s life. But daily application of God’s Word has a purifying effect on our minds and hearts. The use of the written Word of God is essential to sanctification, because it points out sin, motivates us to confess, renews our relationship with Jesus Christ, and guides us back to the right path. So are the Means of grace such as prayer, worship, the use of the ordinances, and the communion of the saints. God uses chastisement to improve the believer’s character. Equally important is the believer’s use of his or her will, whereby the believer separates himself or herself from unrighteousness (2nd Corinthians 6 verse 17).
Jesus did not ask God to take believers out of the world but instead to use them in the world. Because Jesus sends us into the world, we should not try to escape from the world or avoid all relationships with non-Christians, but we are to be prudent in our dealings with them.  We are called to be salt and light in the world, and we are to do the work God sent us to do. 
Jesus prayed for all who would follow him, including you and others you know who are in Christ Jesus, and all those who would in their life time come to accept him. He prayed for oneness, protection from evil, and sanctity.  The fact that we know Jesus prayed for us even before we came to know him, should give us confidence as we work for his Kingdom (John 6 verse 44).
21-22. The communion of the saints lies at the heart of Jesus Christ’s prayer in this chapter. The people of God are to be united in life and experience with each other because they are united with him. The communion of the saints suggests that we have fellowship with God through Jesus Christ by the Spirit; fellowship by promise with the saints already in glory with whom we are also united (Hebrews 12 verses 22 to 24); and fellowship with all other believers who are still on earth. All believers enjoy organic unity with each other as members of the body of Jesus Christ known only to God. This hidden unity must find expression in concrete forms in the churches on earth. Saints should pray for one another, exhort one another, and comfort and edify one another. We are to avoid gossip, build others up, work together in humility, give our time and money to the work of God, lift the name of Jesus high, and refuse to get side-tracked arguing over divisive matters. The outward expression of inner unity is shown when the saints gather for the public worship of God to celebrate the Feasts of the Lord, his Sabbaths and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
23. “I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one.” This is a threefold truth: believers have union with Jesus Christ – “I in them”, believers have union with God through Jesus Christ—“thou in me”, believers have union with each other which comes from their being in God and in Jesus Christ. Each branch living in union with the Vine is united with all other branches doing the same.
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