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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Fellowship of the Cross of Jesus Christ.

Philippians Chapter 1: [5]KJV.

In our study chapter and verse, we would learn what it means to have fellowship with the cross of Jesus Christ? Now, we understand it to mean what Paul said in the verse of our study: to “Have the mind in you, which was also in Jesus Christ.” If you ask, “What was in Jesus’ mind that we should have as true Christians? Paul tells us what that mind was in Jesus Christ: He emptied Himself; He took the form of a servant; He humbled Himself, even to the death of the cross. It is this mind that was in Jesus Christ, the deep humility that gave up His life to the very death; that is to be the Spirit that animates us. It is thus that we shall prove and enjoy the blessed fellowship of His cross.
1-5. Here Paul portrayed Jesus Christ as one who did not selfishly cling to his exalted position of being “in the form of God Almighty.” A contrast seems intended between Jesus and Adam who was made in the likeness of God Almighty but tragically succumbed to the temptation to grasp at equality with God Almighty (Genesis 1:26-27). In Genesis 3: 5, Satan used the serpent as an agent and he said to Eve, 'You shall not die as the Creator said, but your eyes will open and you shall be like Him' even though Adam and Eve were already in the image and the likeness of the Creator God Almighty."(Genesis 3:4-5). This contradiction of the Word of God Almighty by Satan caused Eve to be at ease with herself and to go against the Word of God Almighty.
Rejecting Adam’s sin, Jesus freely emptied himself from his exalted position and took on Adam’s condition of slavery to sin and corruption; he accepted “the form of a slave.” Then being found in this corrupt, human-like condition, which we all have a share in, Jesus Christ completed the way of Adam by humbling himself even further in obedience to God Almighty by undergoing death (John 10:16-18).
At the beginning of his exhortation to the Church in Philippi in verse 1, Paul said “If there is any comfort in Jesus Christ, the Comforter was come to reveal His real presence in themselves “if any fellowship of the Spirit,” it was in this power of the Spirit that they were to breathe the Spirit of the crucified Jesus Christ, and manifest His disposition in the fellowship of the cross in their lives. Thus, the Christian community should have consolation in Jesus Christ, encouragement in life, sharing of spirit, compassion, and mercy. Then we would be of one mind with Jesus Christ and one another and possess the same love. As a result, we would treat one another not selfishly and with haughtiness but with humility, considering others to be better than ourselves and looking after the concerns of others rather than our own.
 	The supreme example of this way of life is Jesus Christ himself, and Paul exhorts the Christian community to be disposed to this example. If we have these characteristics, and as the Christian community stove to do this, we would feel the need for a deeper insight into our real oneness with Jesus Christ. We would learn to appreciate the truth that we had been crucified with Jesus Christ, that our ‘old man” had been crucified, and that we had died to sin in Jesus Christ’s death and are now living to God Almighty in His life. We would learn to know what it meant that the crucified Jesus Christ lives in us and that we had crucified the flesh with its affections and lusts. We would know that it is because the crucified Jesus Christ lives in us that we could live crucified to the world.
12-16. Again, as we gradually enter more deeply into the meaning and the power of our high calling as witnesses of the Gospel message, we would learn to live as those who were dead to sin and the world and self. Each of us in our measure would bear about in our lives the marks of the cross, with its sentence of death on the flesh, with its hating of the self-life and its entire denial of self, with its growing conformity to the crucified Redeemer in His deep humility and entire surrender of His will to the life of God Almighty.
The school of the cross is not easy, and no hurried learning in the school of the cross. But it will lead to a deeper apprehension and higher appreciation of the redemption of the cross through the personal experience of the fellowship of the cross. If and when in fellowship with the cross, our actions should reflect our faith. We should live above reproach morally so that we can reflect God Almighty’s goodness in others. Jesus stressed this in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:5-16). It is important to avoid evil pleasures, but we must go further to rebuke and expose them; for often our silence is interpreted as approval. God Almighty needs people who take a stand for what is right. True Christians must lovingly speak out for what is true and right.
In Galatians 2:16-20, Paul says, “I have been crucified with Christ; yet I live; and yet no longer I, but Christ liveth in me,” Now the thought of fellowship with Jesus Christ in His bearing the cross, has often led to the vain attempt in our power to follow Him, and bear His image. But this is impossible to man until we first learn to know something of what it means to say, “I have been crucified with Jesus Christ.” If you ask, “How have true Christians been crucified with Jesus Christ? Legally, God Almighty looks at us as if we had died with Jesus. Because our sins died with him; we are no longer condemned (Colossians 2:13-15). Relationally, we have become one with Jesus Christ, and his experiences are ours. Our Christian life began when in unity with Him, we died to our old life (Romans 6:5-11).
In our daily life, we must regularly crucify sinful desires that keep us from following Jesus. This, too, is a kind of dying with Him (Luke 9:23-26). Yet the focus of Christianity is not on dying but on living. Because we have been crucified with Jesus, we have also been raised with Him (Romans 6:5). Legally, we have been reconciled with God Almighty as His children and are free to grow in Jesus Christ’s likeness (John 1:12; Roman 8:14, 29). In our daily life, we have Jesus Christ’s resurrection power as we continue to fight sin. Because Jesus Christ lives in us, he is our reason for living and our hope for the future (Colossians 1:27).
6-11. Now, let’s go back to the beginning to try to understand this, that when Adam died, all his descendants died with him and in him. In his sin in Paradise, and in the spiritual death into which he fell, you and I had a share; we died in him. And the power of that sin and death, which all his descendants share, works in every child of Adam every day.
Jesus Christ came as the second Adam (1 Corinthians 15: 45-47). In His death on the cross, all who believe in Him have a share in everything he had accomplished through His death on the cross. For this reason, each one of us in Jesus Christ may say in truth, “I have been crucified with Jesus Christ. As the representative of His people, He took us up with Him on the cross, and that includes you that is reading this message if you believe and that He nailed your sins on that cross of Calvary. 
The life that Jesus gives is the crucified life in which He entered the heavens, and was exalted to the throne, standing as a Lamb as it had been slain (Revelation 5: 5-14).  The power of His death and life work in you and me, we receive power to conquer sin; the life that we have received from Him is a life that has been crucified and made free from the power of sin.
We have here a deep and very precious truth, unfortunately, most Christians have but little knowledge of it. That knowledge of the truth is not gained easily or speedily. It needs a great longing in very deed to be dead to all sin. It needs a strong faith, wrought by the Holy Spirit, that the union with Jesus Christ crucified, that the fellowship of His cross, can day by day become our life. The life that Jesus lives in heaven has its strength and its glory in the fact that it is a crucified life. And the life that He imparts to the believing disciples is, even so, a crucified life with its victory over sin and its power of access into God Almighty’s presence (John 17:16-24).
It is in very deed true that you and I will no longer live, but Jesus Christ lives in us as the Crucified One. As faith realizes and holds fast the faith that the crucified Jesus Christ lives in us, life in the fellowship of the cross becomes a possibility and a blessed experience.
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