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The Parable of Jesus: Ten Bridesmaids, 

the loaned Money and the Final Judgment
Matthew Chapter 25
The parables of Jesus in this chapter teach Christians that they must be watchful and ready for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. The foolish virgins were careless, assuming they had plenty of time to get ready when the event approached. Jesus gave these parables to clarify further what it means to be ready for his return and how to live until he comes. In the story of the bridesmaids, we are taught that every person is responsible for his or her spiritual condition. The story of the talents shows the necessity of using well what God has entrusted to us. The parable of the sheep and goats stresses the importance of serving others in need. Each of the parables paints one part of the whole picture of the description of our preparation. 
The chapter’s beginning parable is about a wedding. On the wedding day the bridegroom went to the bride’s house for the ceremony; then the bride and groom, along with a great parade, returned to the groom’s house where a feast took place, often lasting a full week. However, these bridesmaids were waiting for the parade, and they hoped to take part in the wedding banquet. But when the groom did not come at the expected time, that is, as predicted by them, five of them were out of lamp oil. By the time they had purchased extra oil, it was too late to join the feast and the door was shut. The response the foolish five virgins received when they knocked on the door to be let into the banquet, was “I know you not.” Please note that these five virgins who missed the banquet were actually Christians and not unbelievers as some would assume. The lesson in the parable for Christians to learn is that when Jesus returns to take his people to heaven, believers must be ready. Spiritual preparation cannot be bought or borrowed at the last minute. Your relationship with God Almighty must be your own. 
The Bridegroom is our Lord Jesus Christ; he is so represented in the 45th Psalm, Solomon’s Song, and often in the New Testament. It bespeaks his singular and superlative love to, and his faithful and inviolable covenant with, his spouse the church. Believers are now betrothed to Jesus Christ (Hosea 2:19 ); but the solemnizing of the marriage is reserved for the great day, when the bride, the Lamb’s wife, will have made herself completely ready, (Revelation 19:7; 19:9). The virgins are the professors of the only true faith in God, members of the church; but here represented as her companions (Psalm. 45:14), as elsewhere her children (Isaiah 54:1), her ornaments, (Isaiah 49:18).
 They that follow the Lamb, are said to be virgins (Revelation 14: 4); this denotes their beauty and purity; they are to be presented as chaste virgins to Jesus Christ, (2 Corinthians 11:2). The bridegroom is a king; so these virgins are maids of honor, virgins without number, yet here said to be ten.  
The office of these virgins is to meet the bridegroom, which is as much their happiness as their duty. They come to wait upon the bridegroom when he appears, and in the mean time to wait for him. Here we see the true nature of Christianity. As Christians, we profess ourselves to be, (1.) Attendants upon the Lord Jesus Christ, to do him honor, as the glorious Bridegroom, to be to him for a name and a praise, especially then when he shall come to be glorified in his saints. We must follow him as honorary servants do their masters, (John 12:26). Hold up the name, and hold forth the praise of the exalted Jesus; this is our business. (2.) Expectants of Jesus Christ, and of his second coming. As Christians, we profess, not only to believe and look for, but to love and long for, the appearing of Jesus Christ, and to act in our whole conversation with a regard to it. The second coming of Jesus Christ is the centre in which all the lines of our faith meet, and to which the whole of the divine life hath a constant reference and tendency. As Christians our chief concern is to have lights in our hands, when we attend the bridegroom, thus to do him honor and do him service. True Christians are children of light. The gospel is light, and they who receive it must not only be enlightened by it themselves, but must shine as lights, must hold it forth, (Philippians 2:15, 16). 
Now concerning these ten virgins, we observe their different character, with the proof and evidence of it that their character was that five were wise, and five foolish; and “wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth darkness;” so saith Solomon, a competent judge, (Ecclesiastic 2:13). There is no doubt that those of the same profession and denomination among men and women, may yet be of characters vastly different in the sight of God. Sincere Christians are the wise virgins, and hypocrites the foolish ones, as in another parable they are represented by wise and foolish builders. Those are wise or foolish indeed, that are so in the affairs of their souls. True faith in God Almighty is true wisdom; sin is folly, but especially the sin of hypocrisy, for those are the greatest fools, that are wise in their own conceit, and those the worst of sinners, that feign themselves just men.
14-20. The parable of the loaned money teaches that God gives talents or abilities to people according to his good pleasure; in the same manner he has given to his Church, diversities of gifts by the same Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:4-21). Whether many or few, they are to be used properly.  The servant with one talent failed to use properly what he had been given, then charged his master with greediness and cruelty. Jesus Christ’s response to this senseless charge was that if the servant knew the master was rapacious, the least he could have done was put out the money at interest. All of us are responsible to use our “talents or gifts of the Spirit” with care and zeal.
In the parable the master divided the money or talents among his servants according to their abilities (Ephesians 4: 7-16). Our oneness in Jesus Christ does not destroy our individuality. The Holy Spirit has given each Christian special gifts for building up the Church. Now that we have these gifts, it is crucial to use them. Are you spiritually mature, exercising the gifts God has given you? If you know what your gifts are, you must look for opportunities to serve. If you do not know your gifts, ask God to show you, perhaps with the help of your elder or minister or Christian friends. Then as you begin to recognize your special area or service, use your gifts to strengthen and encourage the Church.
Again, no one received more or less than he or she could handle. If a Christian failed in his or her assignment, his or her excuse could not be that he or she was overwhelmed. Failure could come only from laziness or hatred for the master. The talents represent any kind of resource we are given. God gives us time, gifts, and other resources according to our abilities, and he expect us to invest them wisely until he returns. My friends, you are responsible to use well what God has given you. The issue is not how much you have but how well you use what you have been given.

21-29. If you are truly a Christian, you know that Jesus is coming back, and you know this to be truth or you wouldn’t be a Christian.  This does not mean you should quit your job, your schooling or whatever you do in order to serve God. It means you are to use your time, talents, and treasures diligently in order to serve the God Almighty completely in whatever you do. For some people, this may mean changing professions. For most people, it means doing our daily work out of love for God our Father in heaven.
The servant who failed, and then charged his master with greediness and cruelty was thinking only of himself. He hoped to play it safe and protect himself from his hard taskmaster, but he was judged for his self-centeredness. We must not make excuses to avoid doing what God calls us to do. If God is truly your master, you must obey willingly. Your time, abilities, and money are not yours in the first place; you are caretaker, not owner. When you ignore, squander, or abuse, especially through wasteful spending habits what you are given, you are rebellious and deserve to be punished.
30-39. No doubt, this parable describes the consequences of two attitudes toward Jesus Christ’s return. The person who diligently prepares for it by investing his time and talents to serve God will be rewarded. The person who has no heart for the work of the Kingdom will be punished. God rewards faithfulness. Those who bear no fruit for God’s Kingdom cannot expect to be treated the same as those who are faithful. For God will separate his obedient followers from pretenders and unbelievers. If we may ask, “What then is the evidence of your belief in Jesus Christ?”  It is the way you act, and the way you treat all persons you encounter as if they are Jesus. It is no easy task, but that is how you can really show you have been born again. If you still cannot do this, it means you have no love which is the greatest of all gifts. Remember, if you do not have love, not only can you not do the work of the Kingdom of God properly, but Paul says you are nothing (1 Corinthians 13:1-11).
The parable in verses 34 through 40 describes acts of mercy you ought to do on daily basis. These acts do not depend on wealth, ability, or intelligence, they are simple acts of freely given and freely received. Not you, not me, can ever have a genuine excuse to neglect those who have genuine deep needs, and neither you nor I can hand over this responsibility to the Church or government. Jesus demands your personal involvement in caring for other’s needs; for more important to him in the believer’s attitudes, is genuine compassion for the poor, the helpless, and the oppressed (Isaiah 58:7). 
Jesus used sheep and goats to show the division between believers and unbelievers. Sheep and goats often grazed together but where separated when it came time to shear the sheep. Jesus’ other parables include that of the wheat and tares allowed to grow together until harvest; at harvest the wheat is harvested for the barn, the thorns burnt; the wheat and the chaff are separated. The wheat is stored in the barn while the chaff is thrown in the fire (Matthew 13: 24-43; Ezekiel 34:17-24).
40-46. “The least of these my brethren.” Jesus asks, “Who is my neighbor?”  From this parable we learn three principles about loving our neighbor: (1) Lack of love is often easily justified, even though it is never right; (2) our neighbor is anyone of any nationality or creed or social background who is in need; and (3) love means acting to meet the need. Wherever you live, there are needy people close by. There is no good rationale for refusing to help. You must bear in mind the importance of serving where service is needed. The focus here is that we should love every person, even those we consider enemies and serve anyone we can (Luke 6:22-35). Such love for others glorifies God by reflecting our love for him.
Eternal punishment, or eternal death, results from the failure to seek the face of God and to embrace Jesus Christ as Savior (Romans 6:16, 21: 8:13). It differs from physical death, which saved and unsaved alike experience. It comes in its final form at the last judgment (Revelation 20:11, 12). It is variously designated in Scripture as (1) “shame and everlasting contempt (Daniel 12:2); (2) “destruction” (Romans 9:22); (3) God’s terrible anger (1 Thessalonians 1:10); (4) “second death” (Revelation 2:11); and (5) the place “where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 9:44-48). Jesus Christ alone is the one through whom people may escape this awful end (John 3:16; 8:51; Acts 4:12).
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