Sabbath Day Sermon of September 9, 2017.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

What does the Bible mean to dress modestly?
1 Timothy Chapter 2:9
Although God Almighty is all powerful and all-knowing, just as our natural parents would want us to be part of the family business, our Father has chosen to let us help him change the world through our prayers. How this works is a mystery to us because of our limited understanding of how much he values us, but it is a reality. Paul urges us to pray for each other and for our leaders in government. This is in line with what Jesus taught that you pray for your enemies and for those who despitefully use you. Our earnest prayers will have powerful results (James 5:16).
At the time Paul wrote this that we pray for kings and the rulers, Nero was the emperor of Rome, and persecution was a growing threat to believers. Nero was a notoriously cruel ruler. Just a short time after Paul wrote this, when Nero needed a scapegoat for the great fire that destroyed much of Rome in A.D. 64, he blamed the Roman Christians so as to take the focus off himself. Then persecution erupted throughout the Roman Empire. Not only were Christians denied certain privileges in society, some were even publicly butchered, burned, or fed to animals.
In the Scriptures, we learn that God Almighty longs for all to be saved (John 3:16; Ezekiel 18-21-29). This does not mean that all will be saved because the Bible makes it clear that many will reject Jesus Christ (Matthew 25:31-46; John 12:44-50; Hebrew 10:26-29; Revelation 20:7-15). The Gospel has a universal scope; it is not limited to people or one gender, or one national background. God loves the world and sends his Son to save sinners.
All human beings are separated from God Almighty by sin, and only one person in the whole universe is our mediator and can stand between us and our Father in heaven and bring us together again; his name is Jesus who is both God and man (John 14: 6-11). Jesus sacrifice brought new life to all mankind. My friends, you ought to let Jesus bring you to the Father. Paul here gives his credentials as an apostle of Jesus Christ assigned to teach the Gentile nations.
Our sins besides being displeasing to God, it is difficult to pray when we have sinned or when we feel angry and resentful. That is why Jesus told us to interrupt worship, if necessary, to make peace with others. (Matthew 5:23-24). The Christian is to have a right relationship with God Almighty and also with others.
9-15. In these verses, these two words are very noticeable: shamefacedness and sobriety. Shamefacedness:  showing modesty, honor, pride, respect, identity. Sobriety: seriousness, dignity, self-control, self-restraint, conservatism. When it comes to the question of your identity, my friends, do you know who you are and what you are?
In describing the mode of dress appropriate for Christian women at all times,  apostle Paul exhorts them to dress with shamefacedness or “modestly” with sobriety or “decency and propriety” then goes on to contrast immodest dress with the good deeds which are appropriate for those who profess to be true worshipers of God. While the Bible only specifically addresses the need for women to dress modestly, the same teaching would apply to men in principle. Both men and women should bring glory to God in their manner of dress.
Modesty in the way we dress is not just for the church; it is to be the standard for all Christians at all times. The key to understanding what constitutes modesty in dress is to examine the attitudes and intents of the heart. Even in the church today you will find these two groups of women: Those whose hearts are inclined toward God Almighty and they will make every effort to dress modestly, decently, and appropriately to themselves or others. Those whose hearts are inclined toward self and they will dress in a manner designed to draw attention to themselves with little or no regard for the consequences.
A godly woman endeavors to do everything with a “God-ward” perspective. She knows that God wants His people to be concerned for His glory and the spiritual state of their brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. If a woman professes to be a Christian yet she dresses in a way that will unduly draw attention to her body, she is a poor witness of the One who bought her soul by dying for her on the cross. She is forgetting that her body has been redeemed by Jesus Christ and is now the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19–20). She is telling the world that she determines her own worth on a purely physical basis and that her attractiveness depends on how much of her body she reveals to them. Further, by dressing in an immodest fashion, displaying her body for men to lust after, she causes her brothers in Jesus Christ to sin, something condemned by God Almighty (Matthew 5:27–29). Proverbs 7:10 mentions a woman “dressed like a prostitute and with crafty intent”—here, the woman’s heart condition is displayed by her manner of dress.
Wikipedia - Transvestism/Cross Dressing – Definition:  is the practice of dressing and acting in a style or manner traditionally associated with the opposite sex. This behavior is also known as gender bending. According to Wikipedia, A gender bender is a person who disrupts, or "bends", expected gender roles.  Gender bending is sometimes a form of social activism undertaken to destroy rigid gender roles and defy sex-role stereotypes, notably in cases where the gender-nonconforming person finds these roles oppressive. It can be a reaction to, and protest of, homophobia, transphobia, misogyny or misandry. Some genders benders identify with the sex assigned them at birth but challenge the societal norms that assign expectations of particular, gendered behavior to that sex. This rebellion can involve androgynous dress, adornment, behavior, and atypical gender roles. Genders benders may self-identify as trans or genderqueer. However, many trans people do not consider themselves "gender benders"; they and the homosexuals have been programmed to believe they were born into the wrong body.
Gender bending may be political, stemming from the early identity politics movements of the 1960s and 1970s, a guiding principle of which is the idea that the personal is political.[1] In his 1974 article, Gender“f” and Its Delights,[2] Christopher Lonc explained his motivation for performing gender“f”: "I want to criticize and poke fun at the roles of women and of men too. I want to try [to] show how not-normal I can be. I want to ridicule and destroy the whole cosmology of restrictive sex roles and sexual identification. 
What does the Bible say about gender bending or reversing gender roles in dressing? Deuteronomy 22:5.  This verse commands men and women not to reverse their gender roles in their dressing. Today role rejections are common as there are men who want to become women and women who want to become men. Why? If you ask, it is because God Almighty has said not to do it. Therefore, whosoever that is in the habit of reversing their role in dressing is not obeying God Almighty.
Immodest clothing style is another thing that offends God Almighty and the use of clothing styles to act out the opposite sex role. God Almighty had a purpose in making us uniquely male and female. This law is more extensive than a simple prohibition of wearing the opposite sex’s clothing. This law applies to ornaments and other objects that pertain to one or the other gender. The prohibition also reflects a concern evident throughout the cultures of the ancient Near East in Jesus’ and the apostles’ day to accept the distinctions that exist in nature. From the perspectives of antiquity, blurring these obvious distinctions is foolish, since they are present in nature for a good reason determined by the Creator who has said that it is an abomination before him when a woman or a man is dressed in the opposite sex’s attire.
5-12. God Almighty’s providence extends itself to the smallest affairs, his precepts do so, that even in them we may be in the fear of the Lord, as we are under his eye and care. And yet the significance and tendency of these statutes, which seem little, are such that, notwithstanding their minuteness, being found of the things of God Almighty’s law, which he has written to us, they are to be accounted great things. The distinction of genders by the apparel is to be kept up, for the preservation of our own and our neighbor’s chastity.  Nature itself teaches that a difference is made between the male and the female in their hair (1Corinthians 11:14), and by the same rule in their clothes, which therefore ought not to be confounded, either in ordinary wear or occasionally. Whether for sports or in the acting of plays it is justly questionable.  
Transvestism is the idolatrous custom of the pagan Gentiles: in the worship of Venus the goddess of prostitution, women appeared in armor or men clothes, and men in women’s clothes; this, as other such superstitious usages, is here said to be an abomination to the LORD. God Almighty’s Law forbids the confounding of the dispositions and affairs of the genders: men must not be effeminate, nor must women be viragos, domineering, violent, overbearing (Genesis 3: 16; 1 Tim. 2:11, 12). Historically, this confounding of garments had been used to gain the opportunity of committing uncleanness, and is therefore forbidden; for those that would be kept from sin must keep themselves from all occasions of it and approaches to it.
The Scripture says that we are to dress modestly, but what exactly does that mean in modern society? Does a woman have to be covered from head to toe? There are cults and religions in the world that demand this of women. But is that the biblical meaning of modesty? Again, we have to go back to the matter of the attitudes of the heart. If a woman’s heart is inclined toward godliness, she will wear clothing that is neither provocative nor revealing in public, clothing that does not reflect negatively upon her personal testimony as a child of God Almighty. Everyone else in her circle may be dressing immodestly, but she resists the temptation to go along with the crowd. She avoids clothing designed to draw attention to her body and cause men to lust, for she is wise enough to know that type of attention only cheapens her. The idea of causing men to sin against God because of her dress is abhorrent to her because she seeks to love and honor the Almighty God and wants others to do the same. 
Question:  If so many Christian women who walk around in men’s clothing knew God Almighty said for them not to wear pants, why are they intentionally disobeying God’s commandments by following the customs of those women in the world? Or could it be that they have never left the world but are pretending to have repented? Well, Eve did the same if we might add, as she was the first human being to disobey God Almighty’s commandment.  Although the commandment was given to Adam to enforce on his family, and because he did not enforce it by saying something to his wife when she brought the fruit to him that God Almighty said not to eat that fruit; that is why the fall of humanity is considered Adam’s sin.
The end result was that Adam blamed God Almighty for giving him the woman, and the woman blamed the serpent for deceiving her into eating the fruit (Genesis 3:12-15). So when a woman chooses to disobey God Almighty’s commandment not to dress like a man, it is once again the fault of the man in the house where she belongs. But can the man of the house where she dwells force her to obey God’s Commandment? No, but he can speak up against it to his mother, sister, wife, or daughter the fact that it is an abomination as the word of God commands in the Bible that he should do (Ezekiel 3:17-21). Again, this is a matter of choice who to obey, God Almighty or self in these things.
Question: If God Almighty has commanded that a woman should not wear pants because it is a man’s dress, where did the idea of so many women walking around in pants originated? Most of them in leggings as they shamelessly parade the streets almost without clothes on their bodies. Answer: All acts of disobedience to God Almighty originate from satan and through his agentures or agents, a woman who likes to wear pants instead of a dress or skirt listens to satan and disobeys God Almighty’s command; for example one of satan’s agents Dr. Richard Day outlined these goals in 1969 of how many that will obey satan instead of God Almighty whether they knew it or not because of their lifestyles:   
SPORTS FOR GIRLS — TO DE-EMPHASIZE FEMININITY 
Sports will be the tool that will be used to get the girls to expose their thighs, which according to the Scriptures should not be seen in public. Very important in sports would be sports for girls. Athletics would be pushed for girls. This was intended to replace dolls. Baby dolls would still be around, a few of them, but dolls would not be pushed because girls should not be thinking about babies and reproduction or raising families. Girls should be out on the athletic field just as the boys are. Girls and boys really need not be all that different. Tea sets were to go the way of dolls, and all these things that traditionally were thought of as feminine would be de-emphasized as girls got into more masculine pursuits. 
          ENCOURAGING HOMOSEXUALITY. SEX, ANYTHING GOES 
Homosexuality/Transgender also was to be encouraged. "People will be given permission to be homosexual."  That's the way Dr. Day stated it. They won't have to hide it. Everyone will be given permission to have sex, to enjoy however they want. Anything goes. The solution to the problem of teen pregnancy will be the establishment of abortion chambers where young women will go in and commit murders of their unwanted babies. This was implemented through Roe v Wade 410 U.S. 113 in 1973 court ruling. 
The baits and the mice agenda
In this regard, clothing was mentioned. Clothing styles would be made more stimulating and provocative. We recall that back in 1969 was the time of the mini skirt when those mini- skirts were very, very high and revealing. He said, "It is not just the amount of skin that is exposed that makes clothing sexually seductive, but other, more subtle things are often suggestive,"  things like movement, and the cut of clothing, and the kind of fabric, the positioning of accessories on the clothing. "If a woman has an attractive body, why should she not show it?" was one of the statements. If you have noticed the mini dresses and skirts are back again, this time they are made to open and close like an umbrella as the baits in them walk down the streets. This was preceded by the song “My Boy Lollipop” by Millie Small in 1965 with female dancers dressed in men’s clothing as we see on the streets today.
The implementation of "provocative clothing," since that time we have seen the changes in clothing styles, blue jeans for women are cut in a way that they're more tight-fitting in the crotch. They form wrinkles. Wrinkles are essentially arrows.  Lines which direct men's vision to certain anatomic areas. And, this was around the time of the "burn your bra" activity. Dr. Day indicated that a lot of women should not go without a bra. They need a bra to be attractive, so instead of banning bras and burning them, bras would come back. But they would be thinner and softer allowing more natural movement. It was not specifically stated, but certainly, a very thin bra is much more revealing of the nipple and what else is underneath, than the heavier bras that were in style up to that time. 
Technology. Earlier Dr. Day said that sex and reproduction would be separated. You would have sex without reproduction and then technology would be reproduction without sex. This would be done in the laboratory. Some condoms will be made with tiny holes in them so the girls will end up being pregnant even though a condom was used in their sexual acts, purposefully for the abortion chambers; this, of course, created the market for body parts. Dr. Day indicated that already, much, much research was underway about making babies in the laboratory which has since been implemented. 
Conclusion
Recently I was told a story by a Christian woman of a man dressed in a woman’s clothing with a long hair and in high heels. I asked what crossed your mind seeing that, and how did you feel? She searched for words to describe the scene and how she felt; finally, she came up with the word “abomination.” I asked her, how many women around where you were had pants on? She replied quite a lot. I asked, but you did not think that was also an abomination? Suddenly, she got very defensive on why a woman wearing a pant is not that much of a big deal. I replied, with next time when you pray tell the LORD that he did not mean what he said when he commanded that a woman should not wear a pant because it is a man’s clothing (Deuteronomy 22:5; Matthew 5:18).
          When we read in the Bible that the antichrist system will change times and laws (Daniel 7:25), most Christians assume it will be their own laws, no it is God Almighty’s law that will be under attack by the antichrist system. Where ever God Almighty said no don’t do it in his Word, satan’s antichrist system will say yes do it. Of course, as many, as would do what God Almighty said not to do, will be owned by satan whether they realized it or not. They may still be attending church services and thinking they are Christians. That one sees visions and dream dreams does not change the fact that he or she will be judged by what Jesus said “Your righteousness must exceed that of the Pharisees” (Matthew 5:20).
No doubt, a woman that is still in the world in her mind will continue to try to gain respect by looking beautiful rather than becoming Christlike in character. Some may think they could win their husbands through their appearance. But Peter said that a changed life speaks loudly and clearly, and it is often the most effective way to influence a family member or would be husband. Peter instructed Christian women especially wives to develop inner beauty rather than being overly concerned about their outward appearance. Their husbands will be won by their love rather than their looks unless the husband is of corrupt mind that he would prefer that his wife dresses immodestly.
 It is not unscriptural for a woman to want to be attractive. Beauty, however, begins from inside a person. A gentle, modest, loving character gives a light to the face that cannot be duplicated by the best makeup and jewelry in the world. (1 Peter 3:1-6). Modesty in dress reveals a modesty and godliness of the heart, attitudes that should be the desire of all women and men who live to please and honor God.
11-13. “Let the women learn in silence with subjection” meaning they are to “be in quietness,” expressing the attitude of composure in Church services and meetings. They are not to teach until they have gained enough knowledge or experience in the faith and in the Word. The Ephesians church had a particular problem with false teachers. Evidently, the women were especially susceptible to their teaching (1 Timothy 3:1-9), because they did not yet have enough biblical experience to see through the false claims by the false teachers. Paul was telling Timothy not to put anyone, in this case, women into a position of leadership who has not yet matured in the faith (1 Timothy 5:22). The same principle applies to churches today.
12-15. Here Paul speaks about male and female roles within the Church. This verse about Adam and Eve is an illustration of what was happening in the Ephesians Church. Just as Eve had been deceived in the Garden of Eden, so the women in the church were being deceived by false teachers.  God Almighty established these roles to maintain harmony in both the family and the church. 
Man sinned and so men were condemned to hard labor. Women sinned and so women were condemned to pain in childbearing. Both men and women, however, can be saved through trusting Jesus Christ and obeying his commandments. Women who fulfill their God-given roles are demonstrating true commitment and obedience to Jesus Christ. One of the most important roles for a wife and mother is to care for her family. Women and men are saved spiritually because of the most important birth, that of Jesus Christ himself. From the lessons learned through the trials of childbearing, women can develop qualities that teach them about love, trust, submission, and service in the LORD.
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