Sabbath Day Sermon of September 8, 2018
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

You Can’t Run You Can’t Hide From God Almighty

Jonah Chapter 1

Has God Almighty called you to work for Him, or you don’t know if He has called you to the plough? If you don’t know the answer to the question, then we would like to cease this opportunity to clarify things for you today that you were hired to work for him the very day you accepted Jesus Christ into your life. Remember that no one can come to Jesus except God Almighty beings that person to His Son (6:44).  In other words, you did not become a Christian by your own volition. It was God Almighty who brought you to himself when he made the choice available and by his invitation, that all should come to Him in repentance (Proverbs 16:1). God Almighty brings his sons and daughters to Jesus purposefully to join the Father’s business. 
If you ask, “Who are the sons and daughters of God Almighty that he brings to Jesus. All those who welcome Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of their lives are reborn spiritually, receiving new life from God Almighty through faith in Jesus Christ, this new birth changes them from the inside out—rearranging their attitudes, desires, and motives.  Being born naturally makes you physically alive and places you in your parents’ family. Being reborn makes you spiritually alive and puts you in God Almighty’s family (John 1:12; 12:32). 
Now, if the Father and the Son are always working, why aren’t you working? (John 5:17-30). As a son or daughter of God Almighty as Jesus is, why aren’t you working in the Father’s business?   Because of his unity with God Almighty, Jesus lives as God Almighty wanted him to live. Because of your identification with Jesus, you must honor Jesus and live as he wants you to live. The question “What would Jesus do? And “What would Jesus have you do?” May help you make the right choices.
Jonah was one of those who were called to the plough and was given a message for the lost people of Nineveh, just as God Almighty has called and sent every Christian to the lost in which ever country we live. If you have ever wondered why Jonah did not want to take the message to Nineveh, it is because many of Jonah’s countrymen had experienced the atrocities of these fierce people (2 Chronicles 32:1). The last place Jonah wanted to go on a missionary trip was Nineveh. So he went in the opposite direction.  He boarded a ship in Joppa which was headed for Tarshish in Spain. But Jonah could not run or hide from God Almighty.

Nineveh was a powerful and wicked city. Jonah grew up hating the Assyrians and fearing their atrocities. His hatred was so strong that he didn’t want them to receive God Almighty’s mercy. Jonah was actually afraid the people would repent. Jonah was a prophet in Israel during the Kingship of Jeroboam II (2 Kings 14:25). It was an honor for Jonah to be chosen by God Almighty to present him as a prophet at Nineveh. It was to Jonah’s dishonor that he should refuse to go. This attitude is representative of most Christians reluctance as Israel was to share God Almighty’s love and mercy with others, even though this was our God-given mission (Genesis 12:3). 
3-6. Jonah was afraid. He knew God Almighty had a specific job for him, but he did not want to do it. When God Almighty gives us directions through his Word, sometimes we run in fear, claiming that God Almighty is asking too much. Fear made Jonah run, or could it be that he prefers that those wicked people should be left in their sins so they could be wiped out by God Almighty’sn wrath. But running got him into worse trouble. In the end, he understood it is best to do what God Almighty asks in the first place. But by then he had paid a costly price for running. It is far better to obey from the start.
Jonah’s disobedience to God Almighty endangered the lives of the ship’s crew and the passengers. We have a great responsibility to obey God Almighty’s Word, because when we as His chosen to neglect our duties in disobedience that can hurt others around us. While the storm raged, Jonah was asleep in the ship’s hold. Even as he ran from God Almighty, like most Christians today he apparently didn’t have a guilty conscience. But the absence of guilt is not always a barometer of whether we are doing the right thing. Because some Christians may choose to deny reality with their heads in the sand, we cannot measure obedience by our feelings. Instead, we must compare what we do with God Almighty’s standards for living.
7-8. Like most criminals, Jonah refuses to admit his guilt until he was detected by the use of the lot. He could have saved them the trouble by a quick confession, in his heart, he knew he was wrong. The crew cast lots (like drawing straws) to find the guilty person, relying on their superstitions to give them the answer. Their system worked, but only because God Almighty intervened to let Jonah know he couldn’t run or hide from Him. 

9-12. My friends, you cannot seek God Almighty’s love and run from Him at the same time. Jonah soon realized that no matter where he went, he could not get away from God Almighty. But before Jonah could return to God Almighty, he first had to stop running away from Him. If we may ask you, “What has God Almighty told you to do? If you want more of God Almighty’s love, power, and protection, you must be willing to carry out the responsibilities he gives you. You cannot say that you truly believe in God Almighty if you do not do what he says. What has the LORD said that you should do? Well, he said them to in Matthew chapter 28:18-20; Luke 14:27.
Jonah now speaks us, “I am a Hebrew, that is, an Israelite.” The seamen noted that Jonah was a prophet, so they ask him what the solution is for their problem. It was he who suggested that they toss him overboard. Jonah knew he had disobeyed God Almighty and that the storm was his fault. Then was willing to give his life to save the sailors, although he had refused to do the same for the people of Nineveh. This they were loath or reluctant to do unless direst necessity required it. By trying to save Jonah’s life, the heathen sailors showed more compassion than Jonah did, for Jonah did not want to warn the people of Nineveh of the coming judgment of God Almighty. 
13-16. True Christians should be ashamed when unbelievers show more concern and compassion than they do. God Almighty wants us to be concerned about all his people, lost and saved (Jon 3:16, 17). Before throwing Jonah overboard, the seamen pleaded for God Almighty’s mercy that they might be held guiltless. They perceived that what they experienced had come from the hand of God Almighty. God used Jonah for good in this incident, for the seamen acknowledged that Jonah’s God was the true God Almighty, and they feared him with great fear.

Jonah had disobeyed God Almighty. While he was running away he stopped and submitted to God Almighty. The crew began to worship God Almighty because they saw the storm quiet down. God Almighty is able to use even our mistakes to help others come to know him. It may be painful, but admitting our sins can be a powerful example to those who do not know God Almighty. How ironic that the pagan sailors did what the entire nation of Israel or America would not do, prayed to God Almighty and vowed to serve Him.
17. Many have tried to dismiss this miraculous event as fiction, but the Bible does not describe it as a dream or legend. If it were, Jesus Christ would not have compared his own death and entombment to that of Jonah (Matthew 12:40). As Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights, so Jesus would be three days and three nights in the grave. And as Jonah was delivered from the belly of the fish, so would Jesus come forth from the grave alive. 
All other theories of whether Jonah was alive or dead in the belly of the fish and was raised, or if God Almighty created a whale, other fish, or sea animal is immaterial (Jonah 2:10). So, it does not matter what Jorge Virgilio also known as Pope Francis believes, who in his support for evolution claimed that God Almighty should not be given the credit for all creation. We know that our God Almighty who created all things has the power and the right to make a unique specimen for a special purpose if it is his will to do so. Besides nothing in the narrative gives credence to the idea that Jonah’s imprisonment in the belly of a fish was not historical (Matthew 12:39-40).
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