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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Foundations of the Doctrine of God Almighty’s Judgment
2 Peter Chapter 3
In this chapter Apostle Peter begins the main part of his letter by linking it to his previous letter in chapter 1:12-15, stating that his task is to remind the community of Christians and to give them the correct interpretation of the tradition, that is, the doctrinal truth of the Christian faith. This tradition he is interpreting is nothing less than the teaching of the holy prophets and Jesus Christ.

We recall that in 2 Peter chapter 1 verse 16 his opponents, the false teachers, accused Peter of fabricating the prophecies of the coming of Jesus Christ; but as he did there, he also insists here that the source of his teaching is God Almighty’s and Jesus Christ’s word which makes his teaching authentic. His constant “reminding” the church of the truth and is in stark contrast to the willful forgetting of the same by the opponents of the Word of God Almighty.

The scoffers, these are people who live as they please, not as God Almighty pleases. They think and talk as they please, not as God Almighty pleases. They own no master except themselves and are a law to themselves. They seek to deliver God Almighty’s people from what they think to be their foolish convictions and way of life. The scoffers in many ways work against Christians to break up the relationships Christians have with God Almighty and His Son Jesus Christ, and of his spoken prayer to the Father in John 17:7-24. The ultimate goal of a scoffer is to bring you back to hell with them. They are not in the church to find Jesus, but to take the unlearned Christians away from their Father in heaven, and take them back to hell where the scoffers themselves belong. You will know them by their divisive acts and comments, intended to cause division and break up the people of God Almighty.

4-7. Just as Moses had warned and alerted the children of Israel in Deuteronomy 31:24-29 to his impending death of the false teachers that shall arise in their midst, Peter alerted us to his impending death, then he invoked the last-will-and-testament convention, a typical element of which is the prediction of future false teachers. The future heretics will scoff at the church’s true doctrines about the coming of Jesus Christ, they say: “Where is the promise of his coming?”  The longer Jesus tarries, the more unbelievers raise their voices to disclaim his Second Coming. Surely, they say, we should see signs of that coming if indeed he were coming.

We know that when biblical texts cite questions which begin with “where is?” they imply ridicule and skepticism on the part of the questioner, for example, Judges 6:13: 2 Kings 18:34; Isaiah 36:19); hence, these scoffers are calling into question the truth of the coming of Jesus Christ’s prophecies. The ground for their skepticism is the apparent permanence of the world; from time immemorial the world has remained and so it will always be here. But this argument of theirs implies several things: (1) the scoffers doubt that God Almighty has ever been actively involved in the world, so why should God Almighty suddenly become active? (2) The concern about the coming of Jesus Christ here is narrowly focused on cosmology, that is, the destruction, and renewal of the world. We also noticed here that for the time the questioning of God Almighty’s judgment the scoffers brought up in the previous chapter is put aside and the brunt of the attack is on the predictions of the end of the world (Mark 13:24-25).

Peter’s response to this scoffing by the false teachers’ meets the criticism head-on in support of God Almighty constant activity in the world, and the reliability of God Almighty’s word and predictions, and the judgment of God Almighty which awaits the wicked. Since Peter’s task is “reminding” the church, he accuses his opponents of willfully forgetting, that is, they deliberately ignore, their biblical history. By God Almighty’s Word, the heavens and earth were fashioned out of the water, by God Almighty’s Word the world was judged and destroyed by water, and by God Almighty’s Word, the heavens and earth are reserved for fire and judgment.

This response parallels the argument in our previous study in chapter 2:4-6 where we were told of Noah and Lot, whose worlds were destroyed by water and fire respectively. Those stories prove that God Almighty knows how to rescue and requite. So God Almighty’s judgmental activity in the world is defended and the reliability of his word is assured, even the promises of the coming of Jesus Christ. The false teachers and scoffers are wrong then, and they are wrong today when they question God Almighty’s prophetic word about divine involvement in the world and the coming of Jesus Christ. We have the Biblical history as proof against their objections due to their depravity, the reason they have been changing the Bible as in the invention of the NIV.

8-14. Here Peter continues his defense of the coming of Jesus Christ. For a second time, he accuses the scoffers of willfully overlooking biblical truths, so apropos (Greek), meaning about the delay of Jesus Christ coming, and reminds them of the scriptural saying that one day with the Lord is like a thousand years (Psalm 90:4). Since God Almighty’s timetable is mysterious to us and virtually incalculable, the scoffers are erroneous in harping, that is, talk or write persistently and tediously on the delay of the coming of Jesus Christ.

It was a common knowledge that God Almighty told Adam that “the moment you eat from it, that is, the fruit, you will surely be doomed to die” (Genesis 2:17), but still Adam lived on for many hundreds of years after his sin; this “delay” was a gift of grace to Adam to allow time for repentance before judgment. Therefore, the heretics in their accusation of God Almighty being slow about his promise, imply that slowness to them is evidence that God Almighty has no intention of judging anyone. According to them in their false teaching, God Almighty has never acted previously to judge the world, and every day is further proof that God Almighty will not judge the world. This fact of delay may appear to have substance and perhaps disturbing for those who have not truthfully read the Bible for themselves, and do not understand the grace of God Almighty. But it is a sign of God Almighty’s forbearance in giving sinners time to repent before judgment comes (Romans 2:4-5).

This is good news for sinful men and women that Jesus Christ has delayed his coming. He delays because he continues to reach out to sinful men and women that they may repent, be converted, and have their sins blotted out. When he does come, the day of opportunity will be foreclosed and the gates of heaven shut. Until then there still is a room (Luke 13:24-27). 

Peter now draws out the moral implications of the doctrine he had defended. Since God Almighty will certainly judge the world at the return of Jesus Christ, we should live godly lives of holiness and be found without spot or blemish. He continues to say that our goodness or rather deeds of faith is the logical consequence of our correct theology and obedience to God Almighty’s commands. Peter warns that this world is corrupt and passing away; so believers in Jesus Christ are invited to pure future life, even as sharing in God Almighty’s nature as his children. Those who accept God Almighty’s promises of the return of Jesus Christ should live accordingly and so flee immorality and prepare for the end of all things. As true believers in Jesus Christ, our destiny is a new heaven and new earth where righteousness resides and sin is banished. This hope is based on the promise of God Almighty alone, and he cannot lie; His words must surely come to pass because he is not a man.

On the contrary, the heretics think that this world is all everything. They are at home in this world’s corruption and expect nothing further from God Almighty. Not prepared for the future, they are headed for genuine and permanent destruction. The teaching most of us have heard that when someone dies without Jesus, they are separated from God Almighty forever, is not quite accurate. The person who dies without accepting Jesus during his or her lifetime is separated from God Almighty relationally, but not from his presence as we read in Revelation 14:10.

The ultimate result of sin is unending separation from God Almighty relationally. Because human beings are created in the image of God Almighty with an inborn thirst for fellowship with him, being relationally separated from God Almighty will be the ultimate torment and misery. Sin always brings misery, but in this life, you can choose to repent and restore your relationship with God Almighty. In eternity there will no longer be an opportunity for repentance. 

If in this life you choose to be independent of God Almighty, you should know now that in the next life you will be relationally separated from Him forever while in his presence. If you die as a sinner without Jesus, you will drink the cup of divine wrath (Isaiah 51:17, 22; Jeremiah 25:15). You will experience the sulfur sent on Sodom and Gomorrah, and find yourself in everlasting torment (Genesis 19:24-25). You will have no rest. 

The torment in hell contrasts with the peace which awaits the faithful with Jesus in his Kingdom. If you are reading this message, please understand that nobody is forced to choose eternal relational separation from God Almighty, and nobody suffers this fate by accident. Jesus invites you to open the door of our heart to him, if you do this, you will enjoy everlasting fellowship with him (Revelation 3:20).

15-18. We note that Apostle Peter agrees with apostle Paul, and here Peter shows acquaintance with some of Apostle Paul’s letters, which for him are inspired. Paul’s teaching on God Almighty’s universal judgment is found in Romans chapters 2 and 14:10-12. The delay of judgment as a gift of time for repentance is found in Romans 2:4-5, and the depiction of Jesus coming as a thief in the night is treated in 1Thessalonians 5:1-7. 

Paul was indeed maligned by the Jews, and unstable men; false teachers and unlearned men twisted his words to their self destruction.  Paul’s wisdom and writings are difficult for Jewish teachers to understand because what he says goes against the grain of what they have thought and entertained about certain critical matters. Paul was divinely inspired in these teachings just as Peter was also. So the teaching is authentic even if it is hard for some to understand. 

Implicit in this is an appeal to the church not to ever question the validity of the parousia (Greek), that is, the coming of Jesus Christ, but to accept the normative teaching on the return of Jesus Christ as genuinely the “foundation” of the Christian faith, in the sense that God Almighty is the ultimate source and true Christian teachers like Peter and Paul are divinely authorized to teach it; thus it must always be taught everywhere in the church. Let the scoffers realize how out of step they are with God Almighty’s Scripture and God Almighty’s authorized foundation doctrinal truth of the Christian faith.

The letter ends with Peter’s exhortation that the church should grow in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ and Savior, and in the insistence on “knowledge” which echoes the wish he made at the beginning for the same. This suggests how dominant in the letter is his concern for true teaching and the knowledge of Jesus Christ, especially concerning Jesus Christ’s return and on the eschatological foundation of the Church.

My friends, no greater advice can be given than for the church to grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, who is both Savior and LORD. 
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