Sabbath Day Sermon of September 5, 2020.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

True Christians are Not of This World

John Chapter 17: [14, 16]. KJV.

As Jesus makes His way to Jerusalem, he continues to teach his disciples by saying that it is inevitable that there will be stumbling blocks to faith and the living of Christian discipleship because of Satan’s interference and because of human misuse of freedom. The one who blocks another’s way has a heavy responsibility to answer for. With the graphic image of the millstone, Jesus says it would be better to die than to become the source of another’s failure.

Then looking at the other side of the relationship, Jesus describes the proper attitude of the disciple who has been offended or “scandalized.” It is an act of love to correct the brother or sister who is a stumbling block for others. There is a false tolerance that permits a fellow disciple to continue down the wayward path. Jesus encourages correction and forgiveness. “Seven times” is a symbolic way of saying “every time (Luke 17:1-4). 

In John 17:1-4, the chapter of our study, Jesus speaks directly to His Father. The hour has come; the manifestation of the divine presence and glorification is the task. Eternal life will consist of recognizing this divine presence. As Apostle John puts it in verse 3, and this is the whole theme of salvation and the Gospel message. “Now this is eternal life, that they should know you, the only true God Almighty, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.” Therefore, to know God Almighty in the Son whom he has sent is eternal life. Eternal life requires entering into a personal relationship with God Almighty in Jesus Christ, for salvation is only in Jesus Christ, and not in the church; (John 1:12). The Church is a meeting place for the believers as they are to fellowship with one another as one body in Jesus Christ.

 
Strangely enough, as it may sound, pope Francis who claims to be a follower of Jesus Christ says to the whole world on television that it is a dangerous thing to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. [1] This reminds us of Jesus’ words of caution in Matthew 24:4, 5; 7:21-23:”Take heed that no man deceives you, for many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.” “Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”

“First of all, you must know that there are two very different things, to follow God Almighty and to follow a church. To follow God Almighty is to practice His Word while following a Church; it is to respect the church’s laws that are man-made purely and simply. The laws of a church are not those of God Almighty. For example, two Christians, one Protestant, the other Catholic; if the Catholic performs an act drinking alcohol or gone dancing in a bar that the Protestant considers a sin, the Catholic will tell him, ‘Drinking alcohol and worldly dancing is not a sin, and the act as such is not condemned by our church.’ This is what I call following a church instead of following the Word of God Almighty,” says the Lord Jesus. To whatever church you attend, the hosts of Heaven are ignoring our church laws, but what matters to them is to follow the words of the holy Jesus Christ in His Book, the Bible.
When we admit our sin and turn away from it, Jesus Christ's love lives in us by the Holy Spirit. Jesus has manifested that presence on earth, and will now return to that presence at the Father’s side. He has finished the work given to him to perform. The true nature of God Almighty, which is love, is manifested in Jesus’ self-sacrificing death.

The entire chapter of John 17 is Jesus’ prayer. From it, we learn that the world is a tremendous battleground where the forces under Satan are motivated by bitter hatred for Jesus Christ and his people. Jesus prayed for his disciples, including those of us who follow him today, Jesus prayed that God Almighty would keep all believers he has given him and shall give him (John 6:44-48), safe from Satan’s power making them pure and holy, uniting them through his truth.

Before Jesus came to earth, He was one with God Almighty. Now that his mission on earth was almost finished, he was asking his Father to restore him to his original place of honor and authority. Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, and Stephen’s dying exclamation attest that Jesus Christ did return to his exalted position at the right hand of God Almighty (Acts 17: 55, 56). Daniel chapter 7:13, 14, describes Jesus’ return to the right side of the Father after his resurrection. This was shown to Daniel in a vision even before Jesus’ death on the cross for the sins of the world, that He would complete His mission and will return to the right side of the Father.

10-14. If you ask, “What did Jesus mean when he said he is glorified in his followers?” God Almighty’s glory is the revelation of his character and presence. The lives of Jesus’ disciples reveal his character, and he is present to the world through them. If you are a Christian reading this message, may we ask you, does your life reveal Jesus' character and presence? My friends, this is something you have to watch as an ambassador of Jesus Christ on earth. Jesus is asking His Father that the disciples be united in harmony and love as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are united; the strongest of all unions. 

Judas was the “son of perdition” who perished because he betrayed Jesus (Psalm 41:9). The “world” is mentioned seventeen times in these verses. It is the world of anti-world, the center of disbelief and hatred and un-love, the contrast and contradiction to what true Christian living should be. Judas is an example of one to whom all was offered and rejected, one who experienced light and life but left it for darkness and death. If you ask what this means? It simply means that not everyone will be accepting the offer to go to heaven that Jesus is offering to all today; many people will reject the offer and will end up in the Lake of Fire with Satan (Revelation 20:7-15)KJV. 

Joy is a common theme in Jesus Christ’s teaching; He wants us to be joyful. The key to immeasurable joy is living in close contact with Him, the source of all joy. When we do, we will experience God Almighty’s special care and protection, and see the victory God Almighty brings even when defeat seems certain.

In John 14:15-24, the Lord Jesus Christ in the last night took pains to make clear to His disciples the impassable gulf between Him and the world, and between them and the world too. He had said of the Holy Spirit; “The world cannot receive Him, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him.” “Because ye are not of the world, therefore the world hateth you.” One great mark of the disciples was thus to be that as little as Jesus Christ was of the world, so little were they to be of the world. Jesus Christ and they had become united in the cross and the resurrection; they both belonged to another world, the Kingdom of heaven. This separation from the world is to be the mark of all disciples who long to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

Now, how is it that faith in the Holy Spirit is so little preached and practiced in Christendom? It appears the world rules too much in the life of Christians in our time.  Christians today live too little the heavenly life to which they are called in Jesus Christ. The “love of the world” (1 John 2:15, 16); “The lust of the flesh,” pleasure in eating and drinking, in ease and comfort; the desire to belong, and be famous; “The lust of eyes.” Delight in all that the world offers of beauty and possession; the vainglory of life, the self-exaltation in what the wisdom and power of man have accomplished, all these robes the heart of its susceptibility and desire for that true self-denial that fits for receiving the Holy Spirit.

Let each one who would take up the Pentecostal prayer for the power of the Holy Spirit examine himself or herself whether the spirit of the world is not the secret of that lack of love of prayer which is necessary for all who would plead the promise of the Father. May the Lord Jesus write this deep in your heart, the world cannot receive the Holy Spirit! “Ye are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.”

In John 14 verses 15 and 16, Jesus said, “If you love me, ye will keep My Commandment. And I will pray for the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter.” We have learned to know the disciples in their training for the baptism of the Holy Spirit and see what was needed for their continuing “with one accord” in the prayer for the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus was everything to them. Even before the cross, but much more after it, and with the resurrection, He was their life, their one thought, their only desire.

Such devotion to Jesus Christ, was this something special, and not to be expected of all? Or was it indeed something that the Lord Jesus Christ asked from all who desired to be filled with the Holy Spirit? God Almighty expects it of all His children; the Lord God Almighty needs of such now, as much as then, to receive His Spirit and His power, to minister them here on earth, and, as intercessors, to link the world to the throne of God Almighty.

Is Jesus Christ something, or nothing, or everything, to you? For the unconverted person, Jesus Christ is nothing; but for the true Christian, Jesus Christ is all there is. Each one who prays for the power of the Holy Spirit must be ready to say: “I yield myself with my whole heart this day to the leading of the Holy Spirit”; a full surrender is the question of life or death, an absolute necessity.

My dear brothers and sisters, you have heard the word of our today’s study text: “If ye, love Me, keep My commandments.” It is only when you have convinced the Lord Jesus Christ that you love him, by keeping His commandments, will He ask the Father to give you the Holy Spirit. In other words, if you can’t feel the Holy Spirit in you, but you claim to be a Christian, it is probably the Spirit is dwelling with you, watching, but not in you yet (John 14:17). If the Holy Spirit is not in you, it means your house needs cleaning; your house, in this case, is your heart (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20). 

The surrender to live every day, all day, abiding in Jesus Christ, and keeping His commandments, is to be the one mark of your discipleship. It is when the child of God Almighty learns that it is only as of the heart longs in everything to do God Almighty’s will, that the Father’s love and Spirit can rest upon him or her. This was the disposition in which the disciples continued with one accord in prayer. This will be the secret of power in our intercession as we plead for the true Church and the world.

A follower of Jesus Christ becomes sanctified, that is, set apart for sacred use, cleansed and made holy through believing and obeying the Word of God Almighty (Hebrews 4:12). He or she has already accepted forgiveness through Jesus Christ’s sacrificial death on the cross (Hebrews 7:26, 27). But the daily application of God Almighty’s living Word which cleanses us has a purifying effect on our minds and hearts (John 15:3). Scripture points out our sin, motivates us to confess, renews our relationship with Jesus Christ, and guides us back to the right path. This means that you cannot be properly cleaned without reading the Word of God Almighty. If so, it becomes impossible for you to continue to be a true Christian if you don’t study the Word of God Almighty daily. Jesus says, “My Word is life” (John 6:63) KJV. 

Jesus didn’t ask God Almighty to take believes out of the world but instead to use them in the world. Because Jesus sends us into the world, we should not try to escape from the world or avoid all relationships with non-Christians, but we must first be strong in the Lord to do so, as not be pulled away from the faith. We are called to be salt and light (Matthew 5:13-16), and we are to do the work of God Almighty sent us to do.

20-23. Jesus now prays for all who would follow Him, including you and others you know. He prayed for oneness, protection from evil, and sanctify or holiness. Knowing that Jesus prayed for us should give us confidence as we work for His Kingdom. Jesus' great desire for his disciples was and is that we become one in the truth of the Word. Jesus wants us unified in truth as a powerful witness to the reality of God Almighty’s love. My friends, are you helping to unify in truth the holy body of Jesus Christ, the Church? You ought to be praying for other Christians, avoid gossip, build others up, work together in humility, give your time and money, lift Jesus Christ, and refuse to get sidetracked arguing over matters not supported in the Scripture.

Jesus prayed for unity among the believers based on the believer’s oneness with him and the Father. Christians can know unity among themselves if they are living in union with God Almighty in truth and Spirit. For example, each branch living in union with the vine is united with all other branches doing the same in the truth of the Word of God Almighty (John 15:1-27).

24-26. The request that all the elect might come to be with him in heaven, at last, to see his glory, and to share in it. Now under what notion are we to hope for heaven? Wherein does that happiness consist? Three things make heaven: [1.] It is to be where Jesus Christ is: Where I am; in the paradise whither Jesus Christ’s soul went at death; in the third heavens whither his soul and body went at his ascension: Where I am, am to be shortly, am to be eternally. In this world we are but in transit or on our passage; in heaven truly are where we are to be forever; so Jesus Christ affirms that, and so must we. [2.] It is to be with him where he is; this is not a tautology, but intimates that we shall not only be in the same happy place where Christ is but that the happiness of the place will consist in his presence; this is the fullness of its joy. The very heaven of heaven is to be with Jesus Christ, there in company with him, and communion with him, (Philippians 1:23]. [3.] It is to behold his glory, which the Father has given him.

The respect he had to his disciples and for us: "I have led them into the knowledge of thee and will do it yet more and more; with this great and kind intention, that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.’’ Observe here, what Jesus Christ had done for them and us: I have declared unto them thy name. [1.] This He had done for those that were his immediate followers. All the time that He went in and out among them, He made it his business to declare His Father’s name to them, and to beget in them veneration for it. All his sermons and miracles tended to advance his Father’s honors and to spread the knowledge of him. [2.] This He had done for all that believe on Him; for they had not been brought to believe if Jesus Christ had not made known to them His Father’s name. 

First, we are indebted to Jesus Christ for all the knowledge we have of the Father’s name; He declares it, and He opens the understanding to receive that revelation. Secondly, those whom Jesus Christ recommends to the favor of God Almighty He first leads into an acquaintance with God Almighty. (2.) What He intended to do yet further for them: I will declare it. To the disciples He designed to give further instructions after His resurrection (Acts. 1:3), and to bring them into a much more intimate acquaintance with divine things by the pouring out of the Holy Spirit after His ascension; and to all believers, into whose hearts He hath shined, He shines more and more. Where Jesus Christ has declared His Father’s name, He will declare it; for to Him that hath shall be given; and those that know God Almighty both need and desire to know more of Him.
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