Sabbath Day Sermon of September 3, 2016.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The LORD God Almighty Is the First and the Last
Isaiah Chapter 44

In recent years we have seen and heard many who have opened their mouths on Television and said, “Who is God and what is God.” These have also gone on to declare themselves as gods. These play god with each other and taking other people’s lives as they please in their wickedness. They plan and carry out evil acts against each other, and against innocent children. They even conspire and plot against the Most High God. 

In this passage the Lord God Almighty wants everyone to know that he is the only God Almighty. He is the Almighty God that has chosen the upright ones, that is, all those who believe in him and obey him.  The Lord God Almighty further tells how far back he has known all those he has chosen. If you are a true Nazarene, that is a true Christian, Jesus says, that “No one comes to me except my Father brings him or her to me.”  So if you are in Jesus today, it is because the Father has chosen you to be one of his Son’s people and his child (John 1:12).

The Almighty God by the prophet Isaiah encourages his people with the assurance of great blessings he had in store for them at their return out of captivity, and those typical of much greater which is the Gospel Church;  his spiritual Israel, should partake of in the days of the Messiah, and hereby he proves himself to be the Most High God alone against all pretenders.
3-5. “For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty and upon thy seed” (Acts 2:18).  God waters dry ground with his Spirit. The Spirit was given without measure to Jesus and by measure to those who are in Jesus Christ. Every true believer is sealed and indwelt by the Spirit of God upon conversion and as long as he or she obeys his commandments (John 14:15-17).  The fact that not all who claim to believe in Jesus keep his commandments, therefore, not all believers have fullness of the Spirit. If you claim to be a Christian, you should know that being filled with the Spirit is the blessing of blessings; from it God Almighty’s people derive all their power, especially for witness and service.  The condition for being filled with the Spirit is to love Jesus and to keep his commandments. If you are truly God Almighty’s child you should be unashamed and delighted to let everyone know about your relationship with him.
6-8. The Lord God Almighty our Redeemer here tells you himself that he is the first and the last. He is self-existent and self-sufficient. He is from everlasting, that is, before there were any worlds. And he shall be when the world is no more. No one could foretell what would happen in the years ahead except God Almighty who, by his prophets, announces many things hundreds of years before they come to pass. God challenges anyone or a thing who thinks himself or herself to be god or prophet to do this. Thus Scripture itself affirms that the prophetic word offers the clearest evidence to the unbelieving mind that God Almighty is the only God. The devils know this to be a fact, they believe and tremble (James 2:19).
9-19. “God’s judgment against the evil of Idolatry.”  Idolatry is more than the making of images that people worship. It often consists, not in graven images, but in the mind and heart, when God Almighty is out and in his place other things are substituted. People sometimes worship the intellect or place the material things of life above the spiritual. Whatever crowds out God Almighty is idolatry. A sophisticated, secular, and sensate culture like we have in America needs to be aware of this newer form of Idolatry. God Almighty here speaks to you saying, “If you have chosen not to worship and obey him, but have chosen to make graven images or imagine them in your heart and mind, you should let them stand and plead your case. It will then be seen that they are like a mirage in the desert. My friends, if you have made a god of your own choosing, you deceive yourself, because you cannot expect it to empower your life.
20-24. Here Isaiah describes how people make their own gods. How absurd, for it is from the wood of the same tree idol worshippers make idols, that they cook their food, or warm their houses. Then they fall down before the same piece of wood, imagining they have created a god. Whoever can make a god is greater than the god he or she makes, for the person existed before the god he or she just made. We admonish that the succeeding generations should consider that the image before which they bow was created by some ancestor and thus was made in time, not in and for eternity.  God said to serve him your Creator (Isaiah 17:7; 40:15; 45:7), but Idolaters do the opposite by serving or worshiping what they have made, rather than our Father in heaven who made them. By contrast, no idol ever created anybody, and no idol can redeem anyone from their sins.

25-28. No greater claims can be made than those contained here. God almighty made all things at first and continues to make things at his pleasure. “All being, power, life, motion, and perfection, are from God Almighty.” He had no need for anyone to advise him or assist him. The extent of the Most High God’s power is boundless. And nothing is too hard for our Father in heaven who made the world. Every naturally conceived child in the womb is God Almighty’s creation, thus all human life come from him and belongs to him from the moment of conception.
God is truth, and he is the standard for all teachings. You can always trust his Word as absolute truth. God Almighty’s Word is completely accurate, and against it you can measure all other teachings. If you are unsure about a teaching, test it against God Almighty’s Word. The Almighty God condemned the false prophets or psychics as they are known today, because they gave advice opposite to his.

Isaiah’s prophecy that the temple will be rebuilt under Cyrus was made one hundred and fifty years prior to the fulfillment. Cyrus decree was given approximately 538 B.C (Ezra 1:1, 2; 6:3). The building was to become known as the second temple and was used by the Judaeans until Jerusalem fell in A. D. 70. This temple was also desecrated by Antiochus Epiphanies in 168 B.C., an event predicted by Daniel (Daniel 9:27); 11:31), that probably happened was repeated at the destruction of the Temple by the Roman general Titus Vespasian in A. D. 70 when one million Judaeans were killed; or it is still to be fulfilled in the future under the Antichrist.
  Herod the Great an Edomite, and his successors improved this temple for political reasons. This was the temple described in many passages of the New Testament, of which Jesus predicted its destruction (Matthew 24:2; Mark 13:2; Luke 21:6). The veil or curtain of the temple was rent in two when Jesus Christ died on the Cross (Matthew 27:51). Gentiles were never permitted to enter its inner courts (Acts 21:27-30).  But the coming of Jesus has made God Almighty available to everyone,  and can be worshiped anywhere (John 4:23, 24).  It is clear these prophecies came from the Almighty God who knows the future.
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