Sabbath Day Sermon of September 2, 2017.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Those Who Teach Rebellion Against God Almighty
Jeremiah Chapter 29

What does it mean to teach rebellion from God Almighty’s point of view? It is to prophesy and teach falsely or to give false hope to people in God’s name against his Word. In this passage, God has Jeremiah send a letter through his friends sent on a diplomatic mission to Nebuchadnezzar to the prisoners in Babylon in which he counters two wrong notions (1) false prophets told them the captivity would be short; (2) discouragement might make them think the the captivity would last for ever. Jeremiah says they will be there a long time and they should build houses, marry, raise families, and pray for the land to which they were exiled.
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon was whom God Almighty commissioned to defeat and discipline his people, the Israelites of Judah for idolatry and abomination (Jeremiah 27:1-11). It would be long, but no longer than how long God said it would be from the beginning, seventy years; no more and not any less. But if the people while in captivity will seek God Almighty with their whole hearts they would find him wherever they may be. Sin was the reason the land spewed them out and brought on the exile (Leviticus 18:28), but when sin was repented of, confessed, and forsaken, God’s purpose would be realized and they would return to the land.

In the previous chapter as in this chapter, Jeremiah spoke the truth, but it was unpopular, Hananiah spoke lies, but his deceitful words brought false hope and comfort to the people (Jeremiah 28:1-4). God had already outlined the marks of a true prophet (Deuteronomy 13:1-1). A true prophet’s predictions always come true and his or her words never contradicts the previous revelation. Jeremiah’s predictions were already coming true, from Hananiah's death to the Babylonian invasions. But the people still preferred to listen to comforting lies rather than painful truth. 
In our time the very high number of people that attend the mega fake churches and listen to comforting lies, and the increasing number of false prosperity preachers today should alarm every one of us of the situation that will soon arrive in our nation. Because we seem to have surpassed the Israelites in idolatry and abominable living. The sins, evil, and wickedness in America today has overtaken the reason for which Judah was exiled from the land. 
The incest, witchcraft, the sacrificing of children, women and the eating of their flesh; human trafficking, fornication and adultery, blow jobs, incest, bestiality or having sex with animals, prostitution, homosexuality and lesbianism and many other evil acts that are being committed in America on daily basis in thousands that are beyond description. For what and how we are about to be judged in this nation, unless we repent will triple in size compared to Judah’s punishment for her idolatry.
One of the lessons in Jeremiah’s letter to the Christians is to always move on with our lives and to pray for the heathen nation in which we dwell that God may give them a change of heart (Matthew 5:44-45). Again, life cannot grind to a halt during troubled times. Therefore, in an unpleasant or distressing situation, we must adjust and keep moving onward as to war with our eyes focused on the cross of Jesus. You may find it difficult to pray for those in authority if they are evil, but that is when your prayers are most needed (1 Timothy 2:1-5). When you enter times of trouble or sudden change, pray diligently for God’s guidance and move ahead, doing whatever you can as directed by the Holy Spirit rather than giving up because of fear and uncertainty.

Here we are encouraged to move ahead with someone who believes we can do the task he has given, and who will be with us all the way (Matthew 28:20). God Almighty is that kind of a leader and our Father. He knows the future and his plans for us are good and full of hope. As long as God, who knows the future, provides our agenda and goes with us as we fulfill his mission, we can have boundless hope. This does not mean we will be spared pain, suffering, or hardship, but that God Almighty will see us through to a glorious conclusion. But why the pain, suffering, and hardship? These are testing tools that should challenge you to prove not only to God Almighty but to yourself and the world who you really believe, love and trust in all things. Again, if it is enough for the disciple to be like his or her master, and servant of his or her Lord, then as Jesus was hated and suffered in the hands of the world, so should you be willing to endure the same if you are one of his in spirit and in truth (Matthew 10:25; Romans 8:17).
12-23. God promises to return his people their land after the captivity. He will hear their prayers for the return. But is it necessary to plead with God to do what he has already promised to do? Should not their prayers be those of Thanksgiving to God as they wait with expectancy for the answer to the divine promised?  God did not forget his people, even though they were captive in Babylon. He planned to give them a new beginning with a new purpose to turn them into new people. In times of deep trouble, it may seem that God has forgotten you, but God may be preparing you for something new and better, as he did for the people of Judah, for a new beginning with him at the center of their lives.

According to God Almighty’s wise plan, his people were to have hope, a purpose and a future, so they could call upon him in confidence. Though the exiles were in a difficult place and time, they should not despair for they had God Almighty’s presence, the privilege of prayer, and God’s grace. God Almighty can be sought and found when we seek him urgently and wholeheartedly. Neither strange lands, sorrows, frustration, nor physical problems can break our communion with him (Romans 8:37-39).

24-30. Historically, there was no lack of false prophets in Judah, as there is no lack of them in America and around the world today. Here Shemiah opposes Jeremiah and occasions the prophecy by Jeremiah that he and his family will perish so that not one of them will be alive to witness the return of Judah to the land after the captivity. Shemaiah is called a Nehelamite, or “Shemaiah the dreamer” because Nehalem was his home town, and the name of which means “Dreamer.” This seems to be another of the frequent puns or jokes in the prophetic books.

To discredit Jeremiah, Shemaiah accused him of false prophecy, and in his letter from Babylon, he urged the high priest to arrest and silence Jeremiah. Although Jeremiah’s message was true and his words were from God Almighty, the people hated him because he told them to make the most of the exile. But Jeremiah’s truth from God offered temporary correction and long-range benefit, while the false teachers’ lies offered only temporary comfort and long-range punishment.

31-32. “I sent him not,” said the LORD about Shemaiah. God Almighty’s people need to be careful that what they do is what God wants them to do. Some missionaries and ministers have not been called and sent by God. So also there are people God Almighty has called and wants to send, but they refused to go. Many who have accepted the call seem to be playing it safe. My friends, which one of these three groups do you belong? Remember every one of us will account for how we related to Jesus who gave his life to pay for the sins of each and every one of us, saved or unsaved (John 3:16).
There is no doubt that Shemaiah had made fools of those people in captivity in Babylon. He promised them peace in God’s name, but God Almighty did not send him; he forged a commission, and counterfeited the broad seal of Heaven to it, and made the people trust in a lie, and by preaching false comfort to them he deprived them of true comfort. He had not only made fools of them but which was worse, he had made traitors of them; he had taught rebellion against the Lord, as Hananiah had done and dropped dead (Jeremiah 28:16, 17). 
The passage concludes with a sentence for Shamaiah for his actions; a threat of death for Shemaiah, who prophesied a lie to the people in exile. When he was proven to be a liar by a true prophet of God Almighty, Shemaiah wrote a letter from Babylon to the high priest urging him to arrest and silence Jeremiah the true prophet of God Almighty. But Zephaniah the high priest read this letter in the ears of Jeremiah. As God would have it, the high priest did not design to do as Shemaiah would have him do, but, as it should seem, had respect for Jeremiah for we find him employed in messages to him as a prophet and therefore protected him. 

If punishment should be given to those that rebel, much more on those that teaches rebellion by their doctrine of devils and by their examples. Shamaiah at his end, he shall also be a fool as the expression is in Jeremiah 17:11: his name and family shall be extinct and shall be buried in oblivion; he shall leave no issue behind him to bear up his name; his pedigree or bloodline shall end in him: “He shall not have a man to dwell among this people; and neither he nor any that come from him shall behold the good that I will do for my people,” says the LORD (Proverbs 8:36). 
Those are unworthy to share in God’s favors to his church that is not willing to wait on the LORD for them. Shemaiah was angry at Jeremiah’s advice to the captives to see to the building up of their families in Babylon, that they might be increased and not diminished, and therefore justly was he written childless there. Those that slight the blessings of God’s word deserve to lose the benefit of them, but shall be rewarded with the punishment to come upon them for their rebellion (Amos 7:16, 17).
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