Sabbath Day Sermon of September 29, 2018.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Feast of Ingathering

John Chapter 7:1-26.
In the book of Deuteronomy 16:13-17, the command was given by God Almighty saying, “Thou shall observe the feast of tabernacles seven days after that thou hast gathered in thy corn and thy wine.” As his children, the Lord has commanded that we are torejoiceespecially on His feastsdays. Today we celebrate the feast of tabernacles. Who are to rejoice with you? Everyone in your household is to rejoice and feasting before the Lord for seven days in the place which the LORD shall choose, so “The LORD thy God Almighty shall bless you and your household in the works of thy hand.”
Three times a year every male was to make the journey to the sanctuary in the city that should be designated as Israel’s place of worship. If you are a male, these three appointed days in the year must be markedin your calendar; these are the LORD’s Sabbathsbesides the weekly Sabbaths, they belong tothe LORD. At these feasts, each participant was encouraged to give what he could in proportion to what God Almighty had given him and his family. God Almighty does not expect us to give more than we can, but we are blessed when we are able to give cheerfully. For some of us, 10 percent may be a burden (Malachi (3:6-12). For most of us, it is far too little. My friends, look around at what you have and then give in proportion to what you have been given.

The Feast of Tabernaclescommemorated the days which the Israelites wandered in the wilderness and lived in tents (Leviticus 23:43). The Feast of Tabernacles, is also known as the Feast of Booths and Sukkot, it is the seventh and last feast that the Lord commanded Israel and us to observe and one of the three feasts that all males were to observe each year by going to “appear before the Lord your God in the place which He shall choose” (Deuteronomy 16:16). 

The importance of the Feast of Tabernacles can be seen in how many places it is mentioned in Scripture. In the Bible, we see many important events that took place at the time of the Feast of Tabernacles. For one thing, it was at this time that Solomon’s Temple was dedicated to the Lord in the month of Ethamim, which is the seventh month (1 Kings 8:2).
Reading from John 7:3-5, it was on a day like this on the feast of Tabernacles, and we observethat Jesus brothers had a difficult time believing in him. To his brother'sinsinuations, Jesus responded by saying “My time is not come, but your time is always ready. The world cannot hate you, but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil. Go ye unto this feast; I go not up yet unto the feast, for my time is not yet full come.” Some of these brothers of Jesus would eventually become leaders in the Church, but for several years they were embarrassed by him. After Jesus died and rose again, they finally believed.
We today have every reason to believe because we have the full record of Jesus’ miracles, death, and resurrection. We also have the evidence of what the Gospel of Jesus Christ had done in people’s lives through the centuries and around the world. My friend, if you are reading this message today, and you have not received Jesus in your life as your Lord and Savior, do not miss this opportunity to believe in God Almighty’s Son, Jesus Christ. Call to Jesus today and he will save you and give you eternal life!
7-12. As, a true Christian, you shouldn’t be surprised if people don’t just like you. Because the world hated Jesus, we who believe and follow him can expect that many people will appear to hate us aswell for no obvious reason. It is simply that the spirits in them are resentful of the Spirit of God Almighty Father that is in you. For greater is The LORD that dwells in us than satan in the world. However, if circumstances are going too well, ask yourself if you are following Jesus as you should without compromise. We can be grateful if life goes well, not at the cost of following Jesus Christ half-heartedly or not at all.

If you ask, “Jesus came with the greatest gift ever offered, so why did he often act secretly?”  The religious leaders hated him and would refuse his gift of salvation no matter what he said or did. The more he taught and worked publicly, the more these leaders would cause trouble for Jesus Christ and his followers just like you and me today. So it was necessary for Jesus to teach and work as quietly as possible because of the timetable he received from The Father God Almighty.

13-17. The religious leaders who were also politicians had a great deal of power over the common people, as the opponents of Christianity have in our time. These have the same mindset and are controlled by the same adversary spirits against Jesus Christ and his followers. It is apparent that they couldn’t do much to Jesus at this time in his day, but they threatened to excommunicate anyone who might publicly support or believe in him.
From the Bible text, we observe that everyone was talking about Jesus. But when it came time to speak up for him in public, no one said a word. All were afraid. Fear can stifle our witness. Although many people talk about Jesus Christ in Churches, when it comes to making a public statement about their faith, they are often embarrassed. Jesus says that he will acknowledge us before God Almighty if we acknowledge him before others (Matthew 10:32). My brothers and sister in Jesus Christ, be courageous, and always stand up and speak up for Jesus Christ!
Those who attempt to know God Almighty’s will and do it will know intuitively that Jesus was telling the truth about himself. My friends, when listening to a religious speaker, the only way to test what they are saying if it is true, is to check and see if what they say agree with or contradict the Bible, and if their words point to God Almighty and doing his will or to themselves.
18-20. The Pharisees in Jesus day spent their days trying to achieve holiness in the same manner the Pharisees of our time are doing, by keeping the meticulous rules they had added to God Almighty’s laws. Jesus accusation that they did not keep God Almighty’s Law given to Moses for all to obey stung them deeply. In spite of their pompous pride in themselves and their rules, they did not even fulfill a legalistic religion, for they were living far below what the Law of God Almighty required. 
As Christians, we should do more than the moral law requires, not by adding to its requirements, but by going beyond the do’s and don’ts to the spirit of the Law. Even to love your enemies, realizing that you were once blind as they are now, and was an arch enemy of God Almighty yourself before your eyes were opened.
Most of the people were probably aware of the plot to kill Jesus (John 5:18). There was a small group looking for the right opportunity to kill him, but most were still trying to decide what they believed about him.
21-26. According to the law of circumcision, it was to be performed eight days after a baby’s birth (Genesis 17:9-14); Leviticus 12:3). It was done to all Israelite males to demonstrate their identity as part of God’s covenant people. If the eight days after birth was a Sabbath, the circumcision would still be performed, even though it was considered work. While the religious leaders allowed certain exceptions to Sabbath laws, they allowed none to Jesus, who was simply showing mercy to those who needed healing.
In this passage, we read of the many ways people reacted toward Jesus. They called him a good man, a deceiver, a devil possessedman, the Christ, and the prophet. My friends, each one of us must make up our minds about who Jesus is, knowing that whatever we decide will have eternal consequences. 
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