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Jesus the King of Glory

Psalm Chapter 24.

This Psalm has to do with the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, a Kingdom which has come and is coming in its fullness when he returns in glory. It describes the subjects of the kingdom and their character. The Psalmist in verses 7-10 beautifully describes the “King of glory,” the Lord Jesus Christ. This psalm was probably written by King David to celebrate the moving of the Ark of the Covenant from Obed-edom’s house to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6 verses 10-12). This psalm was sung on the Seventh day of each week in the Temple services. In verse 1-6 we are told of who is worthy to join in such a celebration of worship.
,
Because the earth is the Lord’s all of us are stewards, or caretakers. We should be committed to the proper management of this world and its resources, but we are not to become devoted to anything created or act as sole proprietors because this world will pass away (1 John 2 verse 17). In other words, we are not to think that the heavens, even the heavens only, are the Lord’s, and the numerous and bright inhabitants of the upper world, and that this earth, being so small and inconsiderable a part of the creation, and at such a distance from the royal palace above, is neglected, and that he claims no interest in it. No, even the earth is his, and this lower world; and, though he has prepared the throne of his glory in the heavens, yet his kingdom rules over all, and even the worms of this earth are not below his cognizance, nor from under his dominion.  Therefore, the saying of evil men and women that God has forsaken the earth is the devil’s lie, and it is intended to deceive and corrupt the simple minded as in “do as thou wilt”.
“Who shall ascend unto the hill of the Lord?” From this world, and the fullness thereof, here the psalmist’s desires rise, of a sudden to the great things of another world, the foundation of which is not on the seas, nor on the floods. The things of this world God has given to all peoples and we are much indebted to his providence for them; but they will not make a portion for us. And therefore, here is an enquiry after better things. This earth is God’s footstool; but, if we had ever so much of it, we must be here but a while, must shortly go home to our Father’s house he has prepared for us (John 14 verses 1-3). But who then shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? Who shall go to heaven hereafter, and, as an earnest of that, shall have communion with God in holy ordinances now? A soul that knows and considers its own nature, origin, and immortality, when it has viewed the earth and the fullness thereof, will sit down unsatisfied; there is not found among all the creatures a help meet for human beings, and therefore,  we ought to think of ascending towards God, towards heaven, by asking ourselves, "What shall I do to rise to that high place, that hill, where the Lord dwells and manifests himself, that I may be acquainted with him, and to abide in that happy holy place where he meets his people and makes them holy and happy? What shall I do that I may be of those whom God owns for his peculiar people and who are his in another manner than the earth is his and its fullness?’’
Here we are given the description and their character of those who shall ascend unto the hill of the Lord: They are such as keep themselves from all the gross acts of sin. If you ask, “What is sin?” It is any act of unrighteousness (Romans 1 verses 18-32; 1 Corinthians 6 verses 13-20). Those who shall ascend unto the hill of the Lord must have clean hands; not spotted with the pollutions of the world and the flesh. None that were ceremonially unclean might enter into the mountain of the temple, which signified that cleanness of conversation which is required in all those that have fellowship with God. The hands lifted up in prayer must be pure hands, neither blot of unjust gain cleaving to them, nor any thing else that defiles the man and is offensive to the holy God.  They are such as make conscience of being really, that is, of being inwardly as good as they seem to be outwardly. They have pure hearts. 
We make nothing of our faith in God if we do not make heart-work of it. It is not enough that our hands be clean before others, but we must also wash our hearts from wickedness, and not allow ourselves in any secret heart-impurities, which are open before the eye of God. Yet in vain do those pretend to have pure and good hearts whose hands are defiled with the acts of sin; who hold the truth in unrighteousness (Romans 1 verses 18, 19). To ascend unto the hill of the Lord, they must have a pure heart which is sincere and without guile in covenanting with God, which is carefully guarded, that the wicked one, the unclean spirit, touch it not, which is purified by faith, and conformed to the image and will of God (Matthew 5 verse 8). 
They are such as do not set their affections upon the things of this world, do not lift up their souls unto vanity, whose hearts are not carried out inordinately towards the wealth of this world, the praise of men, or the delights of sense, who do not choose these things for their portion, nor reach forth after them, because they believe them to be vanity, uncertain and unsatisfying. They are such as deal honestly both with God and man. In their covenant with God, and their contracts with men, they have not sworn deceitfully, nor broken their promises, violated their engagements, nor taken any false oath. However, those that have no regard to the obligations of truth or the honor of God’s name are unfit for a place in God’s holy hill. These are those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murders, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood (Revelation 22 verse 15).
Vanity in this case, refers to falsehood, and swearing deceitfully means telling lies under oath, for example, the taking of the “Kol Nidre,” [a formula for the annulment of private vows chanted in some synagogues on the eve of Day of Atonement.] How greatly God values honesty! Dishonesty comes easily, especially when complete truthfulness could cost us something, make uncomfortable, or put us in an unfavorable light. Dishonest communication hinders relationships. Without honesty, a relationship with God is impossible. If we lie to others, we begin to deceive ourselves. God cannot hear us or speak to us if we are building a wall of self-deception.
“He will receive blessing from the Lord:” The praying people of God: this is the generation of those that seek him. In every age there is a remnant of such as these, men and women of this character, who are accounted to the Lord for a generation, (Psalm 22 verse 30). And they are such as seek God, that seek the face of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. In the faith of Abraham, they join themselves to God, to seek him, not only in earnest prayer, but in serious endeavors to obtain his favor and keep themselves in his love. Having made it the summit of their happiness, they make it the summit of their ambition to be accepted of him, and therefore take care and pains to approve themselves to him. It is to the hill of the Lord that we must ascend, and, the way being up-hill, we have need to put forth ourselves to the utmost, as those that seek diligently. For the Lord God Almighty who has called us to himself, rewards all those who diligently seek him.
We must join ourselves to the people of God, to seek God with them. Being brought into communion with God, we come into communion of all beloved of God, called to be saints; conforming to the patterns of the true saints of God that have gone before us, we seek God’s face, as Jacob, who was therefore surnamed Israel, because he wrestled with God and prevailed, sought him and found him. The Christian by associating with the true living saints of his or her own day, shall court the favor of God’s church (Revelation 3 verse 9), shall be glad of an acquaintance with God’s people (Zechariah 8 verse 23), shall incorporate themselves with them, and, when they subscribe with their hands to the Lord, shall call themselves by the name of Jacob (Isaiah 44 verse 5). The Lord has said it, that “The stranger who shall joined himself or herself unto My people and obey My Word, and live before Me in holiness shall be to Me as one born unto Abraham” (Romans 4 verses 9-11).
7-10. This psalm often set to music, after its adoption was used in corporate worship, and reenacted many times at the Temple. Entrance once and again demanded for the King of glory; the doors and gates are to be thrown open, thrown wide open, to give him admission, for behold he stands at the door and knocks, ready to come in. The people outside would call out to the Temple gates to open up and let in the King of glory. From inside, the priests or another group would ask, “Who is this King of glory?” As, when any knock at our door, it is common to ask, who is there? Satisfaction once and again given concerning the royal person that makes the demand: Outside, the people would respond in unison, “It is the Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle, the Lord of hosts,” proclaiming his great power and strength. The exchange was then repeated, and in the Temple gates swung open, symbolizing the people’s desire to have God’s presence among them. This would have been an important lesson for children who were participating in the worship.
Who is this King of glory? The King of glory is Jehovah [I AM THAT I AM]; he is our righteousness, bestowed upon us by faith through Jesus Christ’s shed blood. He is omnipotent and desires to come into our souls, but only if we welcome him. He is identified also as the Lord of hosts, or the commander of heaven’s armies, the Messiah himself, eternal, holy, and mighty (Revelation 19 verses 11-21). This psalm is not only a battle cry for the Church; it also looks forward to Jesus Christ’s future entry into the New Jerusalem to reign forever. The psalmist appeared to be full of zealous attachment to God and holy desires. He looks for God’s favor and seeks his grace. We are to pray for pardon, seek his direction concerning our duty, and by faith claim his deliverance from our troubles and his protection from all our enemies of whom, of course, Satan is the worst.

This splendid entry here described which was later adopted into the Temple worship of God, we believe was the solemn bringing in of the ark into the tent David pitched for it. When David prepared materials for the building of it, it was proper for him to prepare a psalm for the dedication of it. The porters are called upon to open the doors, and they are called everlasting doors, because much more durable than the door of the tabernacle, which was but a curtain. They are taught to ask, Who is this King of glory? And those that bore the ark are taught to answer in the language before us, and very fitly, because the ark was a symbol or token of God’s presence, (Joshua 3 verse 11). God, in his word and ordinances, is thus to be welcomed by us with great readiness: the doors and gates must be thrown open to him. Let the word of the Lord come into the innermost and uppermost place in our souls; and, if we are few or many who believed in his Word, we should all bow to the authority of his Word.  With all reverence, remembering how great a God he is with whom we have to do, in all our approaches to him. Doubtless it points at Jesus Christ, of whom the ark, with the mercy-seat, was a type.  
We may apply it to the ascension of Jesus Christ into heaven and the welcome given to him there. When he had finished his work on earth he ascended in the clouds of heaven, (Daniel 7 verses 13, 14). The gates of heaven must then be opened to him, those doors that may be truly called everlasting, which had been shut against us, to keep the way of the tree of life, (Genesis 3 verse 24). Our Redeemer found them shut, but, having by his blood made atonement for sin and gained a title to enter into the holy place (Hebrews 9 verse 12; Romans 5 verse 11), as one having authority, he demanded entrance, not for himself only, but for us; for, as the forerunner, he has for us entered and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. The keys not only of hell and death, but of heaven and life, have been put in his hand. His approach being very magnificent, the angels are brought in asking, Who is this King of glory? For angels keep the gates of the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21 verse 12).
In the same manner has Jesus Christ gained entrance into the souls of men and women by his word and Spirit, that they may be his temples (1 Corinthians 6 verse 19). Jesus Christ’s presence in the life of Christians is like that of the ark in the temple; it sanctifies them. My friends, if you have not accepted Jesus into your life, “Behold, he stands at the door of your heart and knocks (Revelation 3 verse 20). It is required that the gates and doors of your heart be opened to him, not only as admission is given to a guest, but as possession is delivered to the rightful owner, after the title has been contested. This is the gospel call and demand, that you let Jesus Christ, the King of glory, come into your soul, and welcome him with hosannas, Blessed is he that cometh. My friends, there is hope in Jesus, call to him today, and he will save you and give you eternal life.
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