Sabbath Day Sermon of September 23, 2017.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

God Will Not Pardon Contract Breakers

Deuteronomy Chapter 29

The LORD commanded Moses with these words of the covenant to make with the children of Israel saying, “Neither with you only do I make this covenant and this oath, but with he or she that standeth here with us this day before the LORD our God Almighty, and also with he or she that is not here with us this day,” that is, those of us who had not been born into this world yet. If you ask, “What does the Old Testament covenant have to do with me? As a Christian, you might be wondering what this has to do with you, but it has everything to do with you. When you accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you entered into this same covenant that the Hebrew Israelites entered here with God Almighty and His Son Jesus. You do recall that Jesus said the Bible was written of him, meaning the Bible is an account of who he is and as the Head of the God Almighty’s house and the creator of everything that was created. It was in his presence that this covenant was made and ratified with the children of Israel (John 1:1-5; Hebrews 10:7).
What makes this passage unique is the comment in verse 4 which asserts that Israel and ourselves have not always been able to recognize God Almighty’s presence in the events we consider “miraculous.” This should be a reminder that God Almighty’s saving deeds are not so unequivocal that they do not require faith on the part of those who experience them. If all who claim to believe in God Almighty and His Son Jesus Christ were to recognize His presence in their lives, it will be because God Almighty supplies the kind of understanding and insight which can discern that presence.
Now the purpose of this agreement can be summed up in two sentences: God promised to bless his people by making them the nation through whom the rest of the world could know God Almighty. In return, his people promised to love and obey God Almighty in order to receive physical and spiritual blessings. Here Moses reviewed this covenant and reminded them that God Almighty was still keeping his part of the bargain, and he would always. But the Israelites were already neglecting their part. We find this today in the lives of many who call themselves Christians. Right after God Almighty saves and blesses them, for a while they will appear to have left their old lives, but suddenly they will revert to their old lifestyles thinking God Almighty is so loving that he would not mind, or that he will ignore their disobedience to his covenant; to have this mindset is to “add drunkenness to thirst.”
This mindset is referred to by the apostle in Hebrews 12:15, where he is in like manner cautioning us to take heed of those that would seduce us from the Christian faith; they are the weeds or tares in a field, which, if let alone, will overspread the whole field. A little of this leaven will be in danger of infecting the whole lump. His security in the sun; he promises himself impunity, though he persists in his impiety. Though he hears the words of the curse, so that he cannot plead ignorance of the danger, as other idolaters, yet even then he blesses himself in his own heart. He thinks himself safe from the wrath of God Almighty, under the protection of his idol-gods, and therefore says, "I shall have peace, though I am governed in my disobedience, not by God’s institution."But by my own imagination, to add drunkenness to thirst, one act of wickedness to another.’’ Idolaters are like drunkards, violently set upon their idols themselves and industrious to draw others in with them. 
Revellings commonly accompanied their idolatries (1 Peter 4:3), so that this speaks a woe to drunkards who, when they are awake, being thirsty, seek it yet again (Proverbs 23:35). And those that made themselves drunk in honor of their idols were the worst of drunkards. First, there are many who are under the curse of God Almighty and yet bless themselves; but it will soon be found that in blessing themselves they do but deceive themselves. Secondly, those are ripe for ruin, and there is little hope of their repentance, who have made themselves believe that they shall have peace though they go on in a sinful way. Thirdly, drunkenness is a sin that hardens the heart, and debauches the conscience, as much as any other, a sin to which people are strangely tempted themselves even when they have lately felt the mischiefs of it, and to which they are strangely fond of drawing others (Habakkuk 2:15). And such an ensnaring sin is idolatry. God Almighty’s just severity against anyone for the sin, and for the impious affront he  or she put upon God in saying he or she should have peace though he or she went on, so giving the lie to eternal truth, (Genesis 3:4).
Here, Moses restated the covenant to warn the people that if they did not keep their part of the agreement, they would experience severe discipline. Moses cautioned that the day the Hebrew Israelites know as God Almighty’s people as Christians are today, chose to turn from God Almighty, a root would be planted that would produce bitter fruit “gall and wormwood.” In other words, when you decide to do what you know is wrong, you plant an evil seed that begins to grow out of control, eventually yielding a crop of sorrow and pain. But you can prevent those seeds of sin from taking root. My friends, if you have done anything like what is described here, confess it to God Almighty and others immediately before a root of it grows. If you will repent today, the seed will not find a fertile soil to grow its bitter fruit that will ripen in your life.

This agreement between God Almighty and Israel was made in Moab and is an extension of the Abrahamic covenant which God Almighty has also extended to the Gentile nations through his Son Jesus Christ (John 1:12; 3:16). The conditions include that: (1) God Almighty’s blessings are conditioned upon Israel’s obedience and upon all who are Abraham’s heir through Jesus Christ; (2) God Almighty will punish all who would sign this contract and would later choose to disobey him; (3) God Almighty will disperse his people if they become apostate; (4) God Almighty will re-gather his people after dispersion if and when they repent; (5) God Almighty promises that his people will someday repossess the land or the Kingdom of Heaven when Jesus returns (6) God Almighty promises judgment on his people; and (7) God Almighty assures his people of future prosperity if they remain in the LORD (Galatians 3:8, 27-29).
10-22. This was an all-embracing covenant which included the children, the wives, and the sojourners or strangers, as well as the elders, officers, and obviously the priests too. The inclusion of the sojourners or foreigners was an indication of God Almighty’s concern for all people, as was demonstrated when Peter and, Paul preached the Gospel to the Gentiles. The obligation to fidelity falls not just on the people who experienced the Exodus from Egypt and the guidance in the wilderness but of all people in every generation. This covenant between God Almighty and his people involves not just those present at Horeb and Moab but those who are yet to be born and will likewise experience the benefits of God Almighty’s goodness toward all people in all nations. 

If you ask, “What benefits of God Almighty’s goodness have I ever enjoyed?” ‘I Am The LORD God Almighty Jehovah; your life and your breath are in My Hand. You sleep and wake up because I allow you. You go out everyday; you travel and return safely because I allow you. Turn from your unrighteous ways, and from evil, idolatry, and abomination lest your time run out; which will surely be so if you adamantly continue in the path of rebellion,” says The LORD God almighty. 
23-29. For those who have received the LORD’s blessings as Canaan would be a garden of the Lord for the Israelites, so it could become a barren waste like Sodom if God Almighty’s people turned from obeying Him. The judgment usually would begin with plagues, and sicknesses, followed by judgment on the land itself. Today America is at the verge of experiencing God Almighty’s judgment, if she does not repent soonest. This was true with Israel at a later age, when in 70 A.D after Rome had destroyed Jerusalem it left Canaan desolate and barren. In our time, we are witnessing and being presented with everything the Israelites witnessed and were presented: the abomination and idolatry of our time all have come from Egypt, Canaan and from Babylon with the Vatican’s New World Order as the harborer of these heathen systems and promoter of them all around the world.
The great commandment of the Law is God Almighty’s people obligation to serve God Almighty alone. Usually when Moses mentions Egypt, it is to remind his people of its wondrous deliverance from slavery; here, however, Egypt serves as a model of the kind of false worship God Almighty’s people is to avoid. No doubt God Almighty’s people will be tempted at some point in their life time to abandon the service of God Almighty for that of foreign deities. However, if any of God Almighty’s people should succumb to such a temptation, they may expect the severest of penalties. There can be no compromise whatsoever regarding the exclusive commitment God Almighty requires of his people.

25-28. The consequences of disobedience should God Almighty’s people were to capitulate to the temptation to the worship of false gods, it would be that when people see the terrible effects of God Almighty’s people’s infidelity, they will have to be told the truth. Their first impulse may be to credit the gods of the nations who defeated his people. They may conclude that a small nation such as Israel could not possibly withstand the onslaught of powerful world empires. But the real truth is that Israel’s or God’s people’s downfall was caused by its own failures to observe the stipulations of the LORD’s covenant. These also are the goals of the New World Order in our time to bring about your failure from observing the stipulations of the LORD’s covenant. My friends, God Almighty meant whatever he has commanded.

The consequences of these failures on the part of Israel were defeat and exile. We noted here that the constant emphasis on God Almighty’s response to his people’s behavior emphasizes the personal nature of God Almighty. This was already revealed in the many acts of love that God Almighty had done for Israel’s sake; it can also be revealed through the acts of judgment upon an unfaithful Israel. My friend, what would it be for you, would you continue to obey God Almighty or would you choose failure, defeat and exiled from the Kingdom of God Almighty? 
In verse 29 the Scripture makes it plain that God Almighty has not told us everything, but that he has told us all we need to know to get to heaven. Therefore, disobedience on the part of a Christian to God Almighty’s command indicates a lack of motivation, choice or will, not a lack of knowledge. In other words, there are some things God Almighty has chosen not to reveal to us, possibly because our infinite minds cannot fully understand the infinite aspects of God Almighty’s nature and the universe (Ecclesiastes 3:11; 1 Corinthians 13:12). 
In Genesis chapter 3:4-5, Eve attempted to gain the infinite aspects of God Almighty’s knowledge, and that was when satan deceived, lied, and appealed to her pride until her human will was in conflict with her known will of God Almighty. She made her choice, disregarding her divine LORD, and yielded to the temptation of satan, heedless of the costly results which were to follow. Eve not only ate the fruit; she also gave to Adam, who shared in the disobedience. With their new knowledge of good and evil came a sense of shame; in that they could not face Jehovah God, so they “hid themselves.” They felt a sense of alienation from the LORD Jehovah, because they had violated His holiness and love. The lesson here is that the capacity for righteousness through obedience implies the capacity for evil through disobedience. Made in the image of God Almighty means we are created with the power of self-direction, the ability to choose between alternatives. There could be no personality, no selfhood, without the capacity for choice, and therefore there could be no holiness without the possibility of sin. This does not mean that sin was necessary. It does mean that in a moral universe evil is possible. However, only those that shall endure to the end, will be saved (Matthew 24:13).
We long to see all wheat and no tares in God Almighty’s field, all corn and no chaff in God Almighty’s floor; but it will not be till the time of ingathering, till the winnowing day, comes; both must grow together until the harvest. As it has been, so it is, and will be; the wicked shall do wickedly, but the wise shall understand. In this, as in other things, John’s Revelation closes as Daniel did (Daniel 12:10). “He that is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”  There is no remedy but that wicked people will do wickedly; and such people there are and will be in the world to the end of time (Revelation 22:11).
Again, some things are unnecessary for us to know until we are more mature. God Almighty is infinite and all-knowing, and we do not have the capacity to know everything he does. The lesson here is that although God Almighty has not told us everything there is to know about him, he has told us enough that we need to obey him. Thus disobedience comes from an act of the will, not a lack of knowledge. Through God Almighty’s Word, you know enough about him to be saved by faith and to serve him. You must not use the limitation of your knowledge as an excuse to reject his claim on your life.
We conclude this message with Moses’ solemn charge to all God Almighty’s people, “I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day that I have set before thee life and death, the blessing and the curse; therefore choose life, that thou mayest live, thou and thy seed” (Deuteronomy 30:19).
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