Sabbath Day Sermon of September 22nd 2012

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Teach About Forgiveness and Faith

Luke Chapter 17.

“It is not impossible but that offense will come, but woe unto him through whom they come.” We are here taught that the giving of offences is a great sin, and that which we should every one of us avoid and carefully watch against. You and I will from time to time do things that are offensive to each other. However, on this we have categories of offenders: in the world there are those who would inadvertently offend us, and there are those who would intentionally offend the little ones who belong to the Lord Jesus Christ. Also, there are other groups among them are those who would never agree to have done you any wrong. They would honestly argue not to remember doing anything to offend you. Again there are yet others who believe they never do anything wrong, and will always believe they are right, and can do no wrong.

We can expect no other than that offences will come, considering the perverseness and frowardness that are in the nature of man, and the wise purpose and counsel of God, who will carry on his work even by those offences, and bring good out of evil. It is almost impossible but that offences will come, and therefore we are to be prepared and willing to accommodate these concerns accordingly; but woe to him or her through whom they come, his or her doom will be heavy, more terrible than that of the worst of the malefactors who are condemned to be thrown into the sea, for they perish under a load of guilt more ponderous than that of millstones. This includes a woe, (1) to persecutors, who cause any injury to the least of Jesus Christ’s little ones, in word or deed, by which they are discouraged in serving Jesus Christ, and doing their duty, or in danger of being driven off from it; (2) to seducers, who corrupt the truths of Jesus Christ and his ordinances, and so trouble the minds of the disciples; for they are those by whom offences come; (3) to those who, under the profession of the Christian name, live scandalously, and thereby weaken the bands and sadden the hearts of God’s people; for by them the offence comes, and it is no abatement of their guilt, nor will be any of their punishment, that it is impossible but offences will come. 
Jesus gave this warning to the religious leaders who taught their converts their own hypocritical ways (Matt. 23:15). The Pharisees were perpetuating an evil system. This warning also goes to any preacher today who teach there members their hypocritical doctrines. A person who teaches others has a solemn responsibility. To use the same tongue that blesses God to curse people, slander them, and revile them is a contradictory. A fountain cannot give them forth both sweet and bitter water nor can a fig tree produce olives (James 3:10). Let us all use the tongue always to glorify God, than to offend one another.
To forgive those who offend us is a great duty. We must not be apt to be vengeful, or hate; or speak out of turn. Some say, “Don’t get mad, get even.” This is not biblical.  To rebuke means to bring sin to person’s attention with the purpose of restoring him or her to God and to our fellowship. Talk with the offender, and if he or she repents, forgive him freely, even to seventy times seven, or seven times a day- which suggests an indefinite number (Matt. 18:21, 22). So, when you feel you must rebuke another Christian for a sin; check your attitude before you speak. Remember that unless rebuke is tied to forgiveness and restoration, it will not help the sinning person. But even if this person refuses to repent, Jesus says, you must forgive him or her if your Father in heaven is to forgive your own sins: “Forgive our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us” (Matt. 6:14, 15; Mark 11:25, 26).
“Lord increase our faith,” the apostles as well as believers need the faith necessary to be able to grant such unconditional forgiveness. But Jesus taught them that the genuineness of faith is more important than the amount of faith we have. If so, what is faith? It is a total dependence on God and a willingness to do his will. Therefore, the amount of faith is not as important as the right kind of faith, but faith in our all-powerful God.
“Faith like a mustard seed.”  A mustard seed is small, but it is alive and growing. Like a tiny seed, a small amount of genuine faith in God will take root and grow. Almost invisible at first, it will begin to spread, first underground and then visibly.
7-10. Whoever serves Jesus Christ must be a humble servant who admits he cannot merit any favors with God. We should rather regard it as a privilege. If as a Believer you sometimes feel you deserve extra credit for serving God, remember, obedience is not something extra we do; it is our duty as Children of the Almighty God. Whoever does all he or she is commended is not worthy of special notice, for he or she has done no more than he or she ought to have done. And who can do more for God than God has done for him or her? On the other hand, Jesus is not rendering our service as meaningless or useless, nor is he doing away with rewards. He is attacking unwarranted self-esteem and spiritual pride.
11-14. The Jews supposed that leprosy was inflicted on people for punishment of a particular sin and was a mark of God’s displeasure. Jesus went to be found of those lepers who sought until he came near. The ten lepers asked Jesus for mercy without mentioning their leprosy. Jesus did not tell them they were healed. He said for them to show themselves to the priests, who would look to see whether they were unclean. Is your trust in God so strong that you act on what he says even before you see evidence that it will work? Like Jehoshaphat and his people, let us always thank God for the answers to our requests before it came (2Chron. 20:21). Here we noted that while en-route to see the priest, their leprosy vanished. But only one of the ten, a Samaritan, in other words, a despised Gentile by Jews as idolatrous half-breed (Luke 10:33), returned to give thanks and glorify God.  Once again we are taught that God’s grace is for everybody. Therefore, let us not receive God’s great gifts with an ungrateful spirit. In this passage 9 of the 10 men who were healed of leprosy did so. If the man had not returned to be thankful, he would not have learned that his faith played a role in his healing; and only grateful Christians grow in understanding of God’s grace.  When we give thanks to God, he uses our responsiveness to teach us more about himself. 
We have here the Pharisees’ demand of Jesus Christ’s concerning the Kingdom of God, that is, the kingdom of the Messiah, which was now shortly to be set up, and of which there was great expectation. They asked Jesus when the kingdom of God should come, not knowing that it had already arrived; but they forming a notion of it as a temporal kingdom, which should advance the Jewish nation above the nations of the earth. They were impatient to hear some of the good news of its approach; they understood, perhaps, that Jesus Christ had taught his disciples to pray for the coming of the Kingdom of Heaven, and they had long preached that it was at hand. The Pharisees now posed the question to Jesus, "when will that glorious Kingdom come? When shall we see this long-looked-for kingdom?’’ Jesus Christ replies to this demand, directing his answer first to the Pharisees, and afterwards to his own disciples, who probably knew better how to understand it; what he said to the Pharisees and to themselves, he says to us. The Kingdom of God is not like an earthly kingdom with geographical boundaries. The kingdom of the Messiah was to be a spiritual kingdom, and not temporal and external. They asked when it would come. "You know not what you ask,’’ saith Christ; "it may come, and you not be aware of it.’’ For it has not an external show, as other kingdoms have, the advancements and revolutions of which are taken notice of by the nations of the earth, and fill the newspapers and TV stations; so they expected this kingdom of God would do. "No,’’ saith Jesus Christ, (1.)”It will have a silent entrance, without ostentatious display, without noise; it cometh not with observation,’’ without outward show. Instead, it begins with the work of God’s Spirit in people’s lives and relationships. Therefore, we must resist looking to institutions or programs for evidence of the progress of God’s Kingdom. Instead, we should look for what God is doing in people’s hearts.
The Pharisees desired to have their curiosity satisfied concerning the time of it, to which Jesus Christ does not give them any answer, but will have their mistakes rectified concerning the nature of it: "It is not for you to know the times of this kingdom, these are secret things, which belong not to you; but the great intentions of this kingdom, these are things revealed only in the hearts of those who have received Jesus; for “except a man be born again, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven” (John 3:3).
Now Jesus speaks to his disciples, the Kingdom of Heaven is “within you,” that is, “neither shall you listen to them when they say, Lo here! Or, lo there! For, behold the Kingdom of God is within you. This must not be misconstrued to mean we are all gods,  rather it means that its glory does not strike men’s fancies, but affects their spirits, and its power is over their souls and consciences; from them it receives homage, and not from their bodies only. The Kingdom of God will not necessarily change men’s outward condition, but their hearts and lives. External manifestation of this inward reality flow from the actions of those who have received Jesus Christ. However, if they have not done so, all this externals are false. In its outward form, the Kingdom of God will come with the Second Advent of Jesus Christ. 

Many will claim to be gods or will claim that Jesus has returned—and many will believe them. Jesus warns us never to take such reports seriously, no matter how convincing they may sound. Because when Jesus returns, his power and presence will be evident to everyone. No one will need to spread the message because all will see for themselves; at which time every knee must bow before The Lord Jesus Christ.
Until the time of Jesus’ coming, live will be going on as usual on the day Jesus returns; for great masses of people will be fully absorbed in worldly activities and concern for the material aspects of life. They will take no precautions for the return of the Son of God, and they will not be prepared for it. Most people will be going about their everyday tasks, indifferent to the demands of God that they should repent. They will be surprised by Jesus’ return as the people of Noah’s day were and by the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19). Therefore, the judgment will overtake them suddenly and unexpectedly, so that they will have no time or opportunity to find deliverance. 
Jesus warned against false security. We are to abandon the values and attachments of this world in order to be ready for Jesus Christ’s return. When he comes, there will be no second chances. Those who would be found faithful will be taken to be with him; the rest will be left behind to perish. 
Jesus says, “whosoever shall seek to save his life, shall lose it.”  How? By declining from his or her Christianity and complying with the world, this person shall lose it with them and perish in the common calamity; but “whosoever is willing to venture [lose] his or her life with Jesus Christ,” upon the same pursuit on which they venture, to take his or her lot with them in life and in death, this person shall preserve his or her life, for this person shall make sure of eternal life, and is the only possible way at that time to save his or her life than those who embark in a worldly pursuit, or ensure upon their securities.’’  
When God’s judgments will begin laying all waste, he will take an effectual course to preserve those that are his, by remarkable providences distinguishing between them and others that were nearest to them: two in a bed, one taken and the other left; one snatched out of the burning and taken into a place of safety, while the other is left to perish in the common ruin (Luke 17: 34-36).
37. “Wherever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered.” Wherever the wicked are, who are marked for perdition, they shall be found out by the judgments of God; as wherever a dead carcase is, the birds of prey will smell it out, and make a prey of it. This generation having made themselves a dead and putrefied carcase, odious to God’s holiness and obnoxious to his justice, wherever any of that unbelieving generation is, the judgments of God shall fasten upon them, as the eagles do upon the prey: “Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies” (Ps. 21:8), ‘though they set their nests among the stars,’” (Obad. 4). The judgment of God will hunt the unrepentant people out of all their recesses and fastnesses, and none shall escape. 
Again, wherever the faithful are, who are marked by God on their foreheads for preservation, they shall be found happy in the enjoyment of Jesus Christ (Rev.7:3). Wherever Jesus Christ is, believers will flock to him, and meet in him, as eagles about the prey, without being directed or shown the way, by the instinct of their new nature in Jesus Christ. Now Jesus Christ is always where his gospel is, and his ordinances, and his church are: For where two or three are gathered in his name there is he in the midst of them, and there therefore others will be gathered to him (Matt. 18:20). 
The kingdom of the Messiah is not to have one particular place for its metropolis, such as Jerusalem was to the Jewish congregation, to which all Jews were to resort; but, wherever the body is, wherever the gospel is preached and ordinances are ministered, there will believers in Jesus resort, there they will find Jesus Christ, and by faith feast upon him. Wherever Jesus Christ records his name he will meet his people, and bless them, (John. 4:21, 23, etc.; 1 Tim. 2:8). We understand it to mean the gathering of the saints together to Christ in the kingdom of glory: "Ask not where the carcase will be, and how they shall find the way to it, for they shall be under infallible direction; to him who is their living, quickening Head, and the centre of their unity, to him shall the gathering of the people be’’ (Gen. 40:10). 
Again, one vulture circling overhead does not mean much; but a gathering of vultures means a dead body is nearby. Likewise, “one sign of the end” may not be significant; but when the signs come hard and fast, the Second Coming is near. “If you have an ear, please hear what the Spirit says unto the churches and to everyone on earth.”
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