Sabbath Day Sermon of September 22, 2018.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Rebuilding the Temple of God Almighty

Haggai Chapter 1

Using America for example, most Christians would have no problem recognizing the fact that America had been in captivity for well over 5o years, and now that God Almighty has activated a type of Cyrus authorizing our return and to activate us ourselves, most of this country’s enemies and mockers describe what is happening as “America’s confusion.” But we as Christians know that is how it always looks to a depraved mind when God Almighty is in the process of restoring his people. 
For the education of those in America and around the world that have been asleep through the years of these happenings:
A quick review of a few of the things that happened to America during her Babylonian state of mind in her own land shows that she was hindered by her enemy, the Synagogue of Satan that had brought into existence during America’s captivity the followings: (1) the removal of the Ten Commandments from our school classrooms and government buildings; (2) the women’s right starting with the woman’s right to abort her unborn child, that is, to murder her unborn child; (3) Feminism/breakup of family –the right of a woman to reject family life and her role as a mother; (4) the take over of the pulpits in churches; (5) the take over of our government, and those of other nations around the world; (6) the legalization of Illuminati as a religion which is the combination of all secret societies and pagan religions; (7) the legalization of homosexuality and lesbianism; (8) transgenderism, (9) incestuous relationships; (10) pedophilia, (11) child ritual sacrifice; (12) killing and eating of babies and for the extraction of adrenochrome to get high-high; (13) take over the teaching profession in primary, secondary, high schools and colleges; (14) voting fraud; (15) the military-industrial complex; (16) and theNew World Order which has as its goals the following:
· Population Control
· Permission to have babies
· Redirecting the purpose of sex - sex without reproduction and reproduction without sex
· Sex education as a tool of World Government
· Encouraging homosexuality... Sex, anything goes - defiling Leviticus 18.
· Euthanasia and the "Demise Pill" – Selective elimination of people
· Limiting access to affordable medical care makes eliminating the elderly easier
· Planning the control over medicine
· Elimination of private doctors& Holistic doctors
· New Difficult to diagnose and untreatable diseases (Bill Gates inventions)
· Suppressing cancer cures as a means of population control.
· Inducing heart attacks as a form of assassination
· Education as a tool for accelerating the onset of puberty and pushing evolution and MUCH, MUCH MORE:
Just as America had been a prisoner in her own land, so were the Judaeans, but in Babylon. Haggai and Zerubbabel who were probably born in captivity in Babylon were among the exiles who had returned from Babylon to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem according to the edict by Cyrus for the task of restoration. Haggai directed his message to the people or the Church and state. Zerubbabel was the political head of state, as President Tump is to America today, and Joshua was the chief religious leader symbolizing the body of Jesus Christ, the Church in American and in the nations. Both were held responsible for the failure of the returned remnant to finish building the temple as in rebuilding the temple of God Almighty in America and in the nations through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
In August, 520 B.C. (Ezra 1-2), Haggai appeared on the scene some eighteen years after the return of the remnant from Babylon. America had been a prisoner in her own land for more than 50 years until now. As the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem was neglected by its people as it later was to be retarded or hindered by its enemies, so had America been hindered by her enemies within from propagating the Gospel of JesusChrist entrusted to her care. 
Haggai had a message from God Almighty to Zerubbabel and Joshua. Zerubbabel representing the President and Joshua representing the Temple of God Almighty as the Church is to America: “Begin rebuilding the house of God Almighty,” saith The LORD. We observe that God Almighty chose to work indirectly through the prophet rather than addressing the people directly. God Almighty often sends messages to his people through other sources and by indirection make his will known. These indirections include Prophecy, word of knowledge, vision, preaching and by opening His Word in the Bible to those who would read from it (Exodus 2o:19). In our time, however, one must be very careful to test any spirits who say they are bringing a word of knowledge from God Almighty(1 John 4:1; Deuteronomy 13). Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries, is a writing prophetic ministry.
4-5. God Almighty replied to the question as to whether it was time to rebuild the temple when the people lacked food. God Almighty said they had time to build themselves a house and to plant crops. Why didn’t they have time to build God Almighty’s house? God Almighty who is over nature stopped the course of nature as a direct response to their failure to finish the temple.
The Temple was the focal point of Judah’s relationship with the Almighty, but it was still lying in ruins. Instead, the people put their time and energies into rebuilding and beautifying their own homes. However, the harder the people worked for themselves, the less they had because they ignored their spiritual lives. The same happens to us. If we put God Almighty first, he will provide for our deepest needs. If we put him in any other place, all our efforts are futile. Caring only for your physical needs while ignoring your relationship with God Almighty will lead to ruin.
6-10. Because the people had not given God Almighty first place in their lives, their work was not fruitful or productive and their material possessions did not satisfy. They concentrated on building and beautifying their own homes, but God Almighty’s blessings were withheld because they no longer put him in the first place. Moses had warned that this would be the result if the people rejected God Almighty (Deuteronomy 28:15-68). 
According to Haggai, to rebuild the temple means to restore the relationship of the community with God Almighty. Restoration of God Almighty’s house is the primary responsibility of the community. Until the task is completed, the community lives under God Almighty’s judgment enacted through the Exile and continuing in the harsh conditions of their lives. When the temple is completed, the blessing will replace judgment. The LORD will dwell in the community temple again if we all would stop neglecting our spiritual lives in Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20).

Judah’s problem was confused priorities, just as it has been in the Church in America until now that we have God Almighty’s chosen presidency, who has revealed to us that we were silenced by the Synagogue of Satan. Like Juda’s our problem relating to work, family, and God Almighty’s work are often confused. Jobs, homes, vacation, and leisure activities may rank higher on our list of importance than God Almighty’s business. My friends, evaluate yourselves today, what is most important to you? Where does God Almighty rank? Be very objective and honest with your answer. If you are sure, we would sugest you begin to rearrange your priorities to have the Lord in the first place in your life before the devourer comes (Malachi 3:8-15). 
11-15. Grain, grapes, and olives were Israel’s major crops. The people depended on these for security while neglecting the worship of God Almighty. As a result, God Almighty would send a drought to destroy their livelihood and call them back to himself. Zerubbabel and Joshua got the message. Their response was prompt. They got things going in the finishing of the temple just 23 days after Haggai’s first message. Rarely did a prophet’s message produce such a quick response. 
The Christian attitude to duty today when it comes to God Almighty’s work differ tremendously from the response the people gave to Haggai’s message. Very often we hear a sermon and respond, “That was an excellent point, I ought to do that,” only to leave Church and forget to act. These people put their words into action.  When the people responded to the message and acted upon it, the LORD responded with “I am with you” which is a traditional proclamation of assurance. My friends, when you hear a good sermon or lesson, ask what you should do about it, and then make plans to put it into practice as your helper the Holy Spirit directs you.
The date twenty-fourth day of the sixth month recalls to the community the process involved in their own call to rebuild the temple. The spirits of the two leaders Zerubbabel and Joshua were stirred up by God Almighty, because they were willing, and they began to obey the divine mandate. Having listened to the proclamations of Haggai, they determined to be obedient. God Almighty’s subsequent word and action of assurance encouraged their response to be faithful. They began the project of restoring the temple. The people were also quickened by God Almighty to finish the job.
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