Sabbath Day Sermon of September 21, 2013

By Rev. Dr.  Flint Chika, Bishop

The Birth of Ishmael - Sarai Gave Hagar to Abram

Genesis Chapter 16
In Genesis chapter 15 verse 4 God promised Abram a Son. When Sarai produced no heir, she gave Abram her maid girl Hagar, who gave birth to Ishmael. This was in accord with the custom of that age. A married woman who could not have children was shamed by her peers and was often required to give a female servant to her husband in order to produce heirs. The children born to the servant woman were considered the children of the primary wife. That this was the custom of that age does not mean that it was approved by God. There is no doubt that in the eyes of the Almighty God, this custom of the wife giving her maid to her husband to bear children qualify for adultery (Genesis 2 verse 24). Abram was acting in line with the custom of the day, but his action showed a lack of faith that God would fulfill his promise. Since in that custom and age, a childless wife was obligated to furnish a substitute for her husband, it was wrong to send away the maid wife and her children. When Ishmael was born, Abram was eighty-six years old. Ishmael was to be progenitor of today’s Muslim people, who have challenged Hebrew Israelites and Christians alike across centuries. God’s promise to Abram was fulfilled when Isaac was born. Abram was then one hundred years old. 

3-6. Sarai took matters into her own hands by giving Hagar to Abram. The consequences of her folly were dispeace in her home, then reproaches, and flight of Hagar. Like Abram she had trouble believing God’s promise, which was apparently directed specifically toward Abram and Sarai. Out of this lack of faith came a series of problems. What else might have followed it is difficult to tell, had not the Lord in mercy interposed. This invariably happens when we take over for God, trying to make a promise of his come true through efforts that are not in line with his specific directions. In this case, time was the greatest test of Abram and Sarai’s willingness to let God work in their lives. Sometimes we too must simply wait. When we ask God for something and it is clear that we must wait, the temptation increases to take matters into our own hands and interfere with God’s plan.
There is a lesson to be learned from Abraham’s experience. He and Sarai sought to shortcut God. They used the standards of the world to try to solve their problem; not  by the spiritual principles laid down by God. They did not understand that God’s way are not our ways, nor his thoughts our thoughts (Isaiah 55 verse 8, 9). They should have waited patiently for God to fulfill his covenant promise.
Sarai experienced the contempt of Hagar who has born a son for Abram. If she had trusted God in the first place this would not have happened. Implicitly, she seems to place the blame on Abram rather than herself.  Although Sarai arranged for Hagar to have a child by Abram, she later blamed Abram for the results. It is often easier to strike out in frustration and point the finger at someone else than to admit an error and ask for forgiveness. Adam and Eve did the same in Genesis 3 verses 12, 13. Why was Sarai right in laying the blame on Abram for the trouble the birth of Ishmael had caused in their home? We believe that Abram as the head of the family was to blame. He was the person that God spoke to and called him with all the promises, but he chose to listen to his wife instead of God.  It was Abram that God promised a child that will come from his own bowels, that is, a child with his wife Sarai, and yet he went in unto Hagar at the suggestion of Sarai without first seeking God’s approval. Sarai took out her anger against Abram and herself on Hagar, and her treatments were harsh enough to cause Hagar to run away. Anger, especially when it arises from our own shortcomings, can be dangerous.

7-14. Hagar was running away from her mistress and her problem. None less than the Angel of the Covenant Himself appeared to the fugitive maid, as she rested by a fountain in the wilderness that led down into her native country Egypt. He bade her return to her mistress, promised to the son whom she was to bear that liberty and independence of bearing which has ever since characterized his descendants, and gave him the name of Ishmael “The Lord heareth” as it were thus binding him alike by his decent, and by the Providence that had watched over him, to the God of Abram. The Angel of the Lord gave her this advice: (1) to return and face Sarai, the cause of her problem, and (2) to act as she should. Hagar needed to work on her attitude toward Sarai, no matter how justified it may have been. Running away from our problems rarely solves them. It is wise to return to our problems, face them squarely, accept God’s promise to help, correct our attitudes, and act as we should. Hagar also learned there for the first time to know him as the God who seeth, the living God, whence the fountain by which she had sat henceforth bore the name of the “The Well of the Living, who beholdeth me.” So deep are the impressions which a view of the Lord maketh, and so closely should we always connect with them to the events of our lives.
The angel assures her of a safe delivery, and that of a son, which Abram desired. This fright and ramble of hers might have destroyed her hope of an offspring; but God dealt not with her according to her folly: “Thou shalt bear a son.” She was saved in child-bearing, not only by providence, but by promise. He names her child, which was an honor both to her and the child: Call him Ishmael, God will hear; and the reason is, because the Lord has heard; he has, and therefore he will. The experience we have had of God’s seasonable kindness to us in distress would encourage us to hope for similar help in similar exigencies (Psalm 10 verse 17). 
“He has heard thy affliction.” Even where there is little cry of devotion, the God of pity sometimes graciously hears the cry of affliction. Tears speak as well as prayers. This speaks comfort to the afflicted, that God not only sees what their afflictions are, but hears what they say. Further, Seasonable succors, in a day of affliction, ought always to be remembered with thankfulness to God. Such a time, in such a strait, the Lord heard the voice of my affliction, and helped me. (Deuteronomy 26 verse 7; Ps. 31 verse 22). He promises her a numerous offspring: “I will multiply thy seed exceedingly; I will multiply it, that is, multiply it in every age, so as to perpetuate it.”  It is supposed that the Turks at this day descend from Ishmael; and they are a great people. This was in pursuance of the promise made to Abram: I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth, (Genesis 13 verse 16). Many that are children of godly parents have, for their sakes, a very large share of outward common blessings, though, like Ishmael, they are not taken into covenant: many are multiplied that are not sanctified. But in Jesus Christ will God hear them and will sanctify them, if they will come to Him for grace. 
The Angel of God gives a character of the child she should bear, which, however it may seem to us, perhaps was not very disagreeable to her: He will be a wild man; a wild ass of a man, so the word is, rude, and bold, and fearing no man—untamed, intractable living at large, and impatient of service and restraint. The children of the bondwoman, who are out of covenant with God, are, as they were born, like the wild ass’s colt; it is grace that reclaims men, civilizes them, and makes them wise, and good for something. It is foretold here that Ishmael and his generation should live in strife, and in a state of war: (1) His hand against every man —this is his sin; and every man’s hand against him —this is his punishment. What do we know today to be the sin of Ishmael’s generation? The prophecy is fulfilled that by their sin of idolatry, they will deny themselves of their rightful place and heritage as children of Abraham. Today most of them worship Baal, the false moon god they call Allah (1). 
If you ask, who is Allah? Well, in any of the one hundred and fifty sects and sub-sects of Islam, the common denominator is Allah. Who is this Allah? Much has been written on the religion of Islam and its prophet; but not much is said about the god of the religion. One reason is the assumption that the God of Islam and the God of Christianity are one and the same, but that has been proven to be absolutely false.  Because in pre-Islamic Arabia, Allah was associated with companions, whom pre-Islamic Arabs considered as subordinate deities. Meccans held that a kind of kinship existed between Allah and the jinn. Allah was thought to have had sons and that the local deities of al-‘Uzzá, Manāt and al-Lāt were His daughters.[24]  If you ask who is jinn? It is one of a class of demon spirits that according to Muslim demonology inhabit the earth, no doubt inhabits those who worship Allah, assume various forms, and exercise satanic supernatural power. This could be one of the sources of Mohammad’s stannic verses he spoke.
Those that have turbulent spirits have commonly troublesome lives; those that are provoking, vexatious, and injurious to others, must expect to be repaid in their own coin. He that has his hand and tongue against every man shall have every man’s hand and tongue against him, and he has no reason to complain of it. And yet, that he should live in safety, and hold his own against all the world: He shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren; though threatened and insulted by all his neighbors, yet he shall keep his ground, and for Abram’s sake, more than his own, shall be able to make his part good with them. Accordingly we read in  Genesis 25 verse 18, that he died, as he lived, in the presence of all his brethren. Many that are much exposed by their own imprudence are yet strangely preserved by the divine Providence, so much better is God to them than they deserve, when they not only forfeit their lives by sin, but hazard. 
In verses 13 and we read of Hagar’s pious reflection upon this gracious appearance of God to her, and her awful adoration of God’s omniscience and providence, with application of it to herself: She called the name of the Lord that spoke unto her, that is, thus she made confession of his name, this she said to his praise, Thou God seest me: this should be, with her, his name for ever, and this his memorial, by which she will know him and remember him while she lives, “Thou God seest me.” The God with whom we have to do is a seeing God, and all-seeing God. We ought to acknowledge this with application to ourselves. He that sees all sees me, as David affirmed (Psalm 139 verse 1).
We have watched three people make serious mistakes. (1) Sarai, who took matters into her own hands and gave her servant girl to Abram; (2) Abram, who went along with the plan but, when things began to go wrong, refused to help solve the problem; and (3) Hagar, who ran away from her problem. In spite of this messy situation, God demonstrated his ability to work all things together for good (Romans 8 verse 28). Sarai and Abram still received the son they so desperately wanted, and God solved Hagar’s problem despite Abram’s refusal to get involved. No problem is too complicated for God if you are willing to let him help you. The well of Beer-lahai-roi, located near Kadesh, also known as Kadesh-barnea, in Deuteronomy and Joshua, denotes how far Hagar had wondered in the wilderness. In which the region Isaac later dwelt.

15-16. Abram was eighty-six years old when the lad was born and named him  Ishmael which means “God is hearing.” God promised that Ishmael would beget twelve princes (Genesis 17 verse 20), so from Abram’s lions came the twelve tribes of Ishmael and the twelve tribes of Israel, who have been inveterate [habitual] enemies. Isaac and Ishmael met again at the funeral of their common father, Abraham (Genesis 25 verse 9).
At any rate, Hagar did as the angel commanded her, returning to here mistress and submitting herself; and then, in the fullness of time, she brought forth her son. Those who obey divine precepts shall have the comfort of divine promises. This was the son of the bond-woman that was born after the flesh (Galatians 4 verse 23), representing that which was given from mount Sinai, and which gendered to bondage, which, though it was a dispensation of grace, yet, in comparison of the gospel state, was a dispensation of bondage, and became more so to the Judeans, and the self-styled Jews, through their mistake of the design of it, especially in their attitude toward the salvation in Jesus Christ, and expecting to be justified by their own works (Galatians 4 verse 25). 
Many who can call Abraham father are yet born after the flesh (Matthew 3 verse 9). In other words, many that could be called Abraham’s children are still in bondage having been born into false religions in the worship of God’s creation instead of the God Almighty Himself (Romans 2 verse 18, 25).   The carnal seed in the church are sooner brought forth than the spiritual. It is an easier thing to persuade men to assume the form of godliness than to submit to the power of godliness. My friends if you are reading this message today, and have been touched, please know that by accepting Jesus Christ today, you will become one of Abraham’s children promised in the Scriptures which promise God has fulfilled through Abraham’s Seed, the same Seed God promised in Genesis 3 verse 15, in the Person of Jesus Christ our Lord.
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(1) The Idol called “Allah”: In pre-Islamic Arabia, Allah was associated with companions, whom pre-Islamic Arabs considered as subordinate deities. Meccans held that a kind of kinship existed between Allah and the jinn.[22] Allah was thought to have had sons[23] and that the local deities of al-‘Uzzá, Manāt and al-Lāt were His daughters.[24] Muhammad's father's name was ‘Abd Allāh meaning 'the slave of Allāh'.[26] Many inscriptions containing the name Allah have been discovered in Northern and Southern Arabia as early as the 5th century B.C., including Lihyanitic, Thamudic and South Arabian inscriptions. The name Allah or Alla was found in the Epic of Atrahasis engraved on several tablets dating back to around 1700 BC in Babylon, which showed that he was being worshipped as a high deity among other gods who were considered to be his brothers but taking orders from him.[32] Dumuzid the Shepherd, a king of the 1st Dynasty of Uruk named on the Sumerian King List, was later over-venerated so that people started associating him with "Alla" and the Babylonian god Tammuz.[33]
