Sabbath Day Sermon of August 29, 2012

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus at the Chief Pharisee’s Table – Heals On the Sabbath

Luke Chapter 14

God rested on the seventh day, according to Genesis 2:2. This is the first mention of the Sabbath in Scripture. In Israel the seventh day was the Sabbath and still is, as was incorporated into the Laws given to Moses by the Almighty God for all to obey (Ex. 20:8-11). 
On a particular Sabbath day according to Luke, was Jesus invited by one of the chief Pharisees to eat bread at his table, and as it was in the manner of his critics, they watched him. Behold there was a man who was suffering from dropsy, an abnormal accumulations of fluid in bodily tissues and cavities.  The man was purposefully invited by the Pharisees to see if Jesus will heal the man on the Sabbath day. Jesus was unafraid to face them even though he knew that their motive was to trick him into breaking their manmade laws for which he could be arrested, and for denouncing them so many times in public. But Jesus confounds his critics by asking them whether it is lawful to heal on the Sabbath. They would not say “yes” because then they would have nothing against him, and they would not say “no” because it obviously was not wrong and they knew it. At any rate Jesus took the man and healed him, and let him go.  Jesus in response to their silence said to them, “which of you shall have an ass or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not straight away pull it out on the Sabbath day” Again, they had nothing to say in response to his question.
7-14.  Jesus now poses a parable to them, pointing out how the guests on their own chose the best seats. He rebuked the guests who strive to get the best seats and therefore exhibit their lack of humility. Service is more important in God’s Kingdom than status. He suggests that guests should start by taking the low seats; then if they are raised higher, they will be honored. The opposite approach could lead to degradation and dishonor.  He also reproved the host who had invited so many wealthy people. It should not be a common custom they should not be proud of doing it, and they should not expect to be paid back in their own coin. Rather they are to invite the poor, who are not in a position to invite them to supper, and they will be recompensed in the resurrection and the world to come. 
People in our day are just eager to raise their social status whether by being with the right people, dressing for success, or driving the right-car. Believers should rather than aiming for prestige, should be looking for a place where they can serve. If God wants you to serve on a higher scale, he will invite you to take a higher place. 

Humbling ourselves is not to give the appearance of humility, purposefully to manipulate others. We do not humble ourselves by putting ourselves down. True humbled Believers compare themselves only with Jesus Christ, by keeping his commandments, and by acting on them.  These also recognize their gifts and strengths and are willing to use them as Jesus Christ directs. Humility is not attained by self-degradation; but by realistically assessment and commitment to serve the Lord Jesus.
15-24.  In response to the remark made by one of the guests saying, “blessed is he or she that shall eat bread in the Kingdom of God,” Jesus again presented them with another parable of a certain man who made a great supper, and invited many to come to his supper. But all the invitees began to make excuses why they are not able to come to the supper. The illustration of the great supper indicates that most of his listeners who were Jews are the invited guests who refused to attend the banquet. Gentiles are invited in their place and attend. The call to repentance and salvation is universal; to the Jew and Gentile alike.
We too can resist or delay responding to God’s invitation and our excuses may sound plausible: work duties, family responsibilities, financial needs, or whatever they may be. Nevertheless, God’s call to serve must be the most important event in our lives, no matter how inconveniently it may be timed. If you have been making excuses to avoid responding to God’s call, Jesus reminds you here that the time will come when God will stop inviting you, and it will be too late to get into the banquet. We must earnestly desire to know Jesus and diligently striving to follow him whatever the cost. We dare not put it off making this decision, because the door will not stay open forever (Luke 13:25-30). 
In Israel’s history, God’s first invitation came from Moses and the prophets; the second came from his Son. The religious leaders accepted the first invitation. They believed God had called them to be his people, but they insulted God by not only in their refusal to learn his true Word and to teach it to all the people of the world, but they also refused to accept his Son. Thus, as the master in the story sent his servant into the streets to invite the needy to his banquet, so God sent his Son to the whole world of needy people to do the works himself, and to tell them God’s Kingdom had arrived and was ready for them.
Whatever we do, believers must not lose sight of the purpose of all our humility and self-sacrifice; a joyful banquet with our Lord Jesus in which He will be our Host. God never asks us to suffer for the sake of suffering. He never asks us to give up something good unless he plans to replace it with something even better. He is not calling us to join him in a labor camp but in a feast with him as the host; the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:6-9), when our Father in heaven and his Church will be joined forever.
25-35. As a great crowd gathered to hear him, Jesus speaks to them about the cost of discipleship, saying “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife. And children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he or she cannot be my disciple.” In other words, anything that removes Jesus from the first place in our hearts and lives is an idol. Therefore, he or she who would become a Christian should count the cost before he or she makes the decision. It is reprehensible for those who take up the Christian faith to break off and cease to persevere. We would not build a house without counting the cost; we should not embark on the journey of faith without doing the same. 

Believers as Salt and Light. If the salt have lost its savor. Perhaps this refers to impure salt; when wet, the salt dissolves and drains out, leaving a tasteless residue. A handful of salt goes a long way. The gospel is as salt, quick and powerful; and Christians are also salt. Many Christians blend into the world and avoid the cost of standing up for Jesus, but Jesus says if Christians lose their distinctive saltiness, they become worthless. Just as salt flavors and preserves food, we are to preserve the good in the world, help keep it from spoiling, and bring new flavor to life. Being “salty” is not easy, but if a Christian fails in this function, he or she fails to represent Jesus Christ in the world. To represent Jesus in the world requires planning, willing sacrifice, and unswerving commitment to Jesus Christ’s Kingdom. 
Jesus and his people are called the light of the world. In darkness even the light of a match makes a great difference. Believers are the light by what they say and how they live. 
Jesus gave this parable to the Pharisees and scribes, who objected to his mingling and eating with publicans; tax collectors and sinners. Instead of criticizing, they should rejoice as the angels did when a single lost sheep was brought into the fold. The religious leaders were always careful to stay “clean” according to Old Testament. In fact, they went well beyond the Law in their avoidance of certain people and situations and in their ritual washings. By contrast, Jesus took the concept of “cleanness” lightly. He risked defilement by touching lepers and by neglecting to wash in the Pharisees’ prescribed manner. He showed complete disregard for their sanctions against association with certain classes of people. He came to offer salvation to sinners to show that God loves them. Jesus did not worry about these accusations. Instead he continued going to those who needed him, regardless of the effect these rejected people might have on his reputation. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. Now can the faculty of hearing be better employed than in attending to the word of Christ, and particularly to the alarms he has given us of the danger we are in of apostasy, and the danger we run ourselves into by apostasy?
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