Sabbath Day Sermon of September 19, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

God’s Blessing on Those Who Trust Him
Isaiah Chapter 32
The Old Testament saints looked for and prayed for a king whose chief attribute would be to rule in righteousness. Despite oppression and the series of weak and unworthy monarchs, the godly people in Israel looked for a day when a truly righteous king would reign. So also do Christians in America and in the nations of the world look and pray for peace, but this will never materialize until the Prince of Peace comes back to rule and reign in righteousness. If you have been watching the debates of America’s presidential hopefuls, you may have noticed that none of them speaks of returning America back to the precepts of the Almighty God.  
In this chapter we learn that Judah was hungry for a strong king who would rule effectively in righteousness. Christians in America and all over the world have this desire, but this desire will be fulfilled only when Jesus Christ returns. Then will evil be banished, and the King will be powerful and just. In the immediate future as Judah was destroyed and taken into captivity, so will Americans and the nations continue to be prisoners in their land for reason of their idolatry against the Lord God Almighty. But when the righteous King comes, people’s motives will become transparent. Scoundrels and psychopaths will not be regarded as heroes and role models as it is in our land today. Those who have opposed God’s standards of living will be unable to maintain their deception. In the blazing light of the holy Savior, sin cannot disguise itself and appear good. Jesus Christ’s revealing light shines into the darkest corners of our hearts, showing sin clearly for what it is. 
When King Jesus Christ reigns in your heart and in our land, there will be no place for sin no matter how well hidden you may think it is. But America and her people have turned their backs on God and concentrated on their own pleasures in materialism and in sexual sin and idolatry. This warning is not just to the women of Judah, but to all who sit back in their thoughtless ease, enjoying nice food, clothes, real estate property, and cities while an enemy approaches.  In the case of America, the Lord says the enemy is within. In other words, our enemy is one of us, among us, and has been embedded in our system for a long time. Jesus says, "If a man abide not in Me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.  Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you,” says the Lord Jesus (John 15: 6, 16)" Unless America and her people choose very soon before it is too late to return and abide in the The Lord, these evil men that are among us, many of them we have chosen as our leaders; they will gather America and her people and cast them into the fire and burn them.
For this the Lord God Almighty has spoken that unless America returns to her roots and keep his statues, “America and her future leaders yet to come will become desperate in their isolated and disrespected position in the world arena, and will try to restore her respect and honor after America has been brought to her knees by her powerless and deteriorated economic status and debt. America shall become very weakened by a much declined economy and enormous debt that will leave her with very limited resources and restricted to no bargaining power. America shall make costly concessions that would further empower and embolden her cunning and subtle adversaries who will mock her into shame by their actions and by the conditions which they will set forth for America to comply.” But “If this nation, America, will turn from her evil ways, and from her abomination and idolatry, and repent and seek Me with all her heart and soul, and walk in My ways, the people and the leaders; I, The Lord God, will hear and will heal their land and the people, and shall restore her greatness again. I will also have mercy on any nation and their leaders who will repent and earnestly seek Me and work in My ways," saith The Lord of Hosts. At the time of this writing, America’s debt is at 17 trillion dollars, and in counting.
For Americans who are probably just waking up to what has happened to America, the Lord says, that “America's continuous effort to patch up the nation's economy will continue to slide. America will never be able to stand up on her feet and stand tall against the rest of the world in sustained prosperity as she once did. She will continue to slide economically, ecologically, and anthropologically. This is because the nation's leaders are focused on the wrong solutions to the nation's problems, which is their idolatry against the Almighty God. As I have said, when a nation and her leaders rebel against Me, The Omnipotent God, and against My Word, I allow them to be ruled by evil men and evil women of their own choice, who fulfill their evil desires and bring My judgment upon the land; the nation, the leaders, and the people. The actions and inactions of these unregenerate evil leaders, and the people who embrace and perpetuate this evil and abomination hasten My judgment upon America and other nations like her. As for the righteous in their midst who live My Word and walk in My ways; My eyes are upon them continually, and I watch over them tenderly," saith The Most High God.
15-17. God promises that His Spirit will be poured upon us on high if we would return. Thus in Luke 11:13 Jesus asks, “How much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” Every believer is sealed and indwelt by the Holy Spirit from the moment of justification and regeneration, so something more is promised to the believer. This undoubtedly refers to Paul’s teaching in which we are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). The infilling of the Spirit guarantees to the believer endowment with gifts and endowment with divine power.

God acts from above to change man’s condition here on earth. Only when God’s Spirit is among us can we achieve true peace and prosperity (Ezekiel 36:22-38); Galatians 5:22, 23). This will happen in the end times. We can also have God’s Spirit with us now, for he is available to all believers through Jesus Christ (John 15:26). But the outpouring of the Lord’s Spirit will happen when worldwide Kingdom of God is established for all eternity (Joel 2:28, 29; Zechariah 12:10; Daniel 2: 44).

18-20. “And assurance forever.” This is the doctrine of assurance, which means the believer is firmly convinced he has been saved and will be kept by faith through the knowledge of the Word of God, to which the Holy Spirit bears his witness to the believer’s heart. Assurance derives from the promises of God and is the product of faith given by the Holy Spirit. The believer can be certain of: salvation; eternal life; peace with God; glorious resurrection body; an eternal kingdom; and crown of life.
The peace here promised is of two kinds:  Inward peace; this follows upon the indwelling of righteousness. Those in whom that work is wrought shall experience this blessed product of it. It is itself peace, and the effect of it is quietness and assurance forever, that is, a holy serenity and security of mind, by which the soul enjoys itself and enjoys its God, and it is not in the power of this world to disturb it in those enjoyments. Peace, and quietness, and everlasting assurance may be expected, and shall be found, in the way and work of righteousness. True satisfaction is to be had only in true faith in God Almighty, and there it is to be had without fail. Those are the quiet and peaceable lives that are spent in all godliness and honesty, (1 Tim. 2:2). First, even the work of righteousness shall be peace. In the doing of our duty as Christians we shall find abundance of true pleasure, a present great reward of obedience in obedience. Though the work of righteousness may be toilsome and costly, and expose us to contempt, yet it is peace, such peace as is sufficient to bear our charges.  Secondly, the effect of righteousness shall be quietness and assurance, not only to the end of time, of our time, and in the end, but to the endless ages of eternity. Real holiness is real happiness now and shall be perfect happiness, that is, perfect holiness, forever. 

With regard to outward peace, it is a great mercy when those who by the grace of God have quiet and peaceable spirits are by the providence of God made to dwell in quiet and peaceable habitations, not disturbed in their houses or solemn assemblies. For example, when the terror of Sennacherib’s invasion was over, the people of Jerusalem, no doubt, were more sensible than ever of the mercy of a quiet habitation, not disturbed with the alarms of war. Let every Christian people learn from the Word of God to keep itself quiet from strifes and jars within, not to war against each other in the house, but to place itself under God’s protection to dwell safely, and to be quiet from the fear of evil without. By so doing shall our dwelling place be a peaceable habitation. Even when it shall hail, and or a violent battering storm coming down on the forest that lies bleak, but our dwelling shall be a quiet resting-place, for our dwelling shall be low in a low place, under the wind, not exposed as those dwellings that stand high to the fury of the storm, but sheltered by the mountains that are round about our dwellings (Psalm 125:2). 
While the high forts and towers are brought down, but the dwelling of the righteous that lies low shall be a quiet resting-place. Those are most safe, and may dwell most at ease, that are humble, and are willing to dwell low under the shadow of the Almighty God. Those that would dwell in a peaceable habitation must be willing to dwell low under the Lord, then shall the Lord be their shield and buckler; they shall receive the same preservation granted to the Israelites in the land of Goshen from the plague of hail, which made great destruction in the land of Egypt. Plenty and abundance, shall be such good crops gathered in everywhere, and every year, that the farmers shall be commended, and though happy, who sow beside all water, who sow all the grounds that are suitable for seeding, who cast their bread, or bread-corn, upon the water, (Ecclesiastes 11:1). God will give the increase, but then the farmer must be industrious, and mind his business, and sow beside all waters; and, if he does this, the corn shall come up so thick and rank that he shall turn in his cattle, even the ox and the ass, to eat the tops of it and keep it under. 
This is applicable to the preaching of the Word, and points at the ministry of the apostles, who, as farmers, went forth to sow their seed (Matthew 13:3); they sowed beside all waters; they preached the gospel wherever they came. Waters signify people, and they preached to multitudes. Wherever they found men’s hearts softened, and moistened, and disposed to receive the word, they cast in the good seed. And whereas, by the law of Moses, the Judaen-Israelites were forbidden to plough with an ox and an ass together (Deuteronomy 22:10), which intimated that Judaen-Israelites and Gentiles should not intermix, but in Jesus Christ has that distinction been taken away, and both the ox and the ass, both believing Judaen-Israelites and Gentiles, shall be employed in, and enjoy the benefit of the gospel ministry to works of charity (John 10:16). When God sends these happy times through his Son Jesus Christ, blessed are those that shall improve upon them in doing good with what they have, that sow beside all waters, that embrace all opportunities of relieving the necessitous or the needy; for in due season they shall reap what they have sown.
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