Sabbath Day Sermon of September 16, 2017.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Consequence of Kicking at God’s Sacrifice
1 Samuel Chapter 2
This chapter speaks of the priesthood of the Levites to which some families have been called. But if you have not read the whole chapters of this book, you probably will not realize what God Almighty was preparing to do, which is to render judgment to those who kick at Jesus who is symbolized in God Almighty’s sacrifice.

2-10. Hannah in her prayer of praise tells us more of who our Father in heaven is, a God of knowledge. His wisdom is unsearchable. He gives knowledge and understanding to whoever seeks him in faith. The bows of the mighty men are broken. However, mighty men may be, all God Almighty needs to do is speak and they are disarmed. Disabled, and beaten in battle. Our God is sovereign LORD of both death and life. He is the one who holds in his hand the keys of death and the grave.
 
Promotion does not come by chance. God lifts up and pulls down when he pleases. Unlikely people are advanced and advantaged “from a prison to a palace, from a sheep-hook to a scepter.”
We should be confident of God Almighty’s ultimate control  over the events in our lives, and we should be thankful for the ways he has blessed us. By praising him for all good gifts, we acknowledge his ultimate control over all the affairs of life. 
Like Hannah, let us praise God Almighty for being firm as a rock, strong, and unchanging. In the fast paced world we live in today, friends come and go, and circumstances change. It is difficult to find a solid foundation that will not change. Those who devote  their lives to achievements, causes, or possessions may be trusting their security to that which is finite and changeable. The possessions for which you work so hard will all pass away. However, God Almighty is always present and ready to help, even when all else seems to be falling apart.  My friends, hope in him. He will never fail.

11-20. This prophetic word announces that God will care for and keep safe those whom he has chosen. Those who oppose him are adversaries, who will be taken out and judged. “He shall give strength to his king,” has messianic implications for the “The                        power and honor of Messiah the Prince shall grow and increase more and more” until the end of the age when every knee shall bow before him. 

Here the contrast is drawn between the good character of Elkana’s family and the bad character of Eli’s family. Later, the children of Samuel will be no better than the children of Eli. The lesson here for all who call themselves Christians is that grace does not run through the bloodline (Romans 9:13; Malachi 1:1, 2). In this chapter is also an account concerning the sons of Eli who were judged by God for their sinfulness. It was stipulated in the Scripture that he needs of all levites were to be met through the people’s tithes (Number 18:20-24; Joshua 13:14, 33). Since Eli’s sons were priests, they were to be taken care of in this way. But Eli’s sons took advantage of their position of trust to satisfy their lust for power, possessions, and control. Their contempt and arrangance toward the people and the worship of God Almighty endergered the integrity of the whole priesthood.

What were Eli’s sins and how did he let the light go out? Eli knew his children were evil, but he did little to correct or stop them, even when the integrity of God Almighty’s santuary was threatened. As the high priest, Eli should have excuted his sons (Numbers 15:22-33), or at least depose them and remove them from the priesthood. Instead, he chose not to confront the situation. But by choosing to ignore their selfish actions, Eli set his sons to ruin their own lives and the lives of many others in the war that resulted for their punishment. There are times when serious prohibition must be confronted, even if the consequences might be painful.

What were the sins of Eli’s sons? The fleshhook we read of in verse 14 is a utensil used in the Tabernacle for offering sacrifices. The bronze instrument (Exodus 27:3) usually had three prongs to hook the meat to be offered on the altar. Eli’ sons used the fleshhook to take more meat from the pot than was due them. They were taking part of the sacrifices before they were offered to God Almighty on the altar. They were also eating meat before the fat was burned off. This was against God’s Law (Leviticus 3-3-5). In effect, Eli’s sons were treating God Almighty’s offering with contempt. Offerings were given to show honor and respect to God Almighty while seeking forgiveness for sins, but Eli’s sons, through their irreverence, were actually sinning while making their offerings. To add to their sins, they were also seducing and committing adultery with women who came to the Tabernacle. 

We find this attitude among today’s prosperity preachers and their families as they look down on the faith of ordinary people and treat their offerings to God casually. God harshly judges those who lead his people astray or scorn that which is devoted to him (Numbers 18:32). Samuel was a young child, and yet he “ministered before the Lord.” Children can often serve God just as effective as adults. God Almighty will use anyone who is willing to learn from him to serve him. He has no age limits. Do not discount the faith of a child or let your age keep you from serving God Almighty (1 Timothy 4:12). Samuel wore a linen robe called ephod. A long sleeveless vests made of plain linen, worn by all priest.

21-24. God Almighty honored the desires of faithful Hannah. After Samuel was conceived and born, we never heard about Penninnah or her children again, but Samuel was used mightly by God Almighty. God Almighty also gave Hannah five more children beside Samuel as he gave Mary the mother of Jesus. God often blesses us in  ways we do not expect. Just like Sarah, and Elizabeth the mother of John the Baptist, Hannah never expected to have a child at her age, much less six children. My friends,  do not resent God Almighty’s timing. His blessings might not be immediate, but they will come if you are faithful to do what he says to do in his Word.

A man of God, that is, “a prophet,” the Scriptures do not identify this man of God. God Almighty has always had unidentified servants who carry out the divine will and who serve as preachers or the prophetic word, even when it is unwelcome. God Almighty sharply rebuked Eli for failing to discipline his sons. By his failure to take action against them “he strengthened their hands in their wickedness.” Eli reproved his sons too gently, and did not threaten them as he should, and therefore God sent a prophet to him to reprove him sharply, and to threaten him, because, by his indulgence of them, he had strengthened their hands in their wickedness. 
Eli’s family was now nearer to God Almighty than all the families of the earth, and therefore he will punish them (Amos 3:2). The message is sent to Eli himself, because God would bring him to repentance and perhaps, to save him; not to his sons, whom he had determined to destroy. And it might have been a means of awakening him to do his duty at last, and so to prevent the judgment, but we do not find it in the passage that it had any great effect upon him. The message this prophet delivers from God Almighty is very close. He reminds him of the great things God Almighty had done for the house of his fathers and for his family.
Eli’s sons having come from the line of the priesthood knew better, but they by choice continued to disobey God Almighty deliberately by cheating, seducing, and robbing the people. Since Eli their father would not act upon what is prescribe in the Scriptures for people who do the things his sons were doing, God Almighty took it upon himself to judge them. Any sin is wrong, but sin carried out deliberately and deceitfully is the worst kind. When you sin out of ignorance, you deserve punishment. But when you sin intentionally, especially after you have been warned, the consequences will be more severe. My friends, do not ignore God Almighty’s warnings about sin. We aurge you to Abandon it before it becomes a way of life which leads to eternal death.

25-34. If you ask, “Will a loving God Almighty really plan to kill people? My friends, what you do will trigger what comes back to you. God Almighty has no plan to kill you or anyone, but it is that when his protection is pushed out of the way by your sinful ways, then Mr. death takes over and visits who ever disobeys God Almighty’s Law. This Law was there before the the earth was created. In the case of Eli’s sons, the situation is like this in the Tabernacle: a person made an offering inorder to have his or her sins forgiven, and Eli’s ons stole the offerng and made a sham of the person’s repentant attitude. God Almighty, in his love for his people, could not permt this situation to continue. He allowed Eli’s son to die as a result of their own boatful presumption. Like many people who call themselves Christians today, but don’t live Christians, Eli’s sons as priests took the Ark into battle, thinking it would protect them. But their sins caused God Almighty’s protection to be withdrawn and the wicked sons of Eli were killed by Mr. Sin also known as satan who was waiting to have them. 

Eli apparenetly did not take any strong disciplnary action with his sons when he became away of their wrong-doing. He was overlooking the sins of priests under his control. As a result, the Lord took the necessary disciplinary action that Eli had refused to take. Eli was also guilty of honoring his sons above God Almighty and letting his sons continue to sin. My friends, if there is anything in your life, family, work, that you allow to continue even though you know or have been told it is wrong, this is another opportunity for you to give it up and sincerely repent of them. If not you may become as guilty as those engaged in the wrong act. Do not forget to honor God Almighty more highly than anything else, and do not wait for God Almighty to remind you of this.
God Almighty is just, and he accounts for all sin. Eli’s sons had sinned by despising God, and Eli had sinned by not correcting them and thus their sin. As religious leaders, they may have thought they would get away with it, or that God would ignore it, but God brought judgment because he is not a respecter of person. Whatever position you hold in the Church, or in your work place, do not rationalize God Almighty’s standards for right living. The descendants of Eli shall “be stripped of their authority, shall be deposed, and have no influence upon the people as once they had.” One account of a family who lived in Jerusalem long after this, whose life spans generally did not exceed eighteen years. It was found that they were descendants of Eli’s house.

35 -36. That their power should be broken. “I will cut off thy arm, and the arm of thy father’s house.” They should be stripped of all their authority, should be deposed, and have no influence upon the people as they had had. God would make them contemptible and base (Malachi 2:8, 9). The sons had abused their power to oppress the people and encroach upon their rights, and the father had not used his power, as he ought to have done, to restrain and punish them, and therefore it was justly threatened that the arm should be cut off which was not stretched out as it should have been to discipline.

 That their lives should be shortened. He was himself an old man; but instead of using the wisdom, gravity, experience, and authority of his age, for the service of God and the support of religion, he had suffered the infirmities of age to make him more dull and remiss in his duty, and therefore it is here threatened that none of his posterity should live to be old. It is twice spoken: "There shall not be an old man in thy house for ever;’’ and again, "All the increase of thy house, from generation to generation, shall die in the flower of their age, when they are in the midst of the years of their service.’’ So that though the family should not be extinct, yet it should never be considerable, nor should any member of it come to be eminent in his day. The comfort they had in the sanctuary, in its wealth and prosperity: “Thou shalt see an enemy in my habitation.” This was fulfilled in the Philistines’ invasions and the mischiefs they did to Israel, by which the country was impoverished (1 Sameul 13:19), and no doubt the priests’ incomes were thereby very much impaired. 
The captivity of the ark was such an act of hostility committed upon God Almighty’s habitation as broke Eli’s heart. As it is a blessing to a family to see peace upon Israel (Psalm 128: 5, 6), so the contrary is a sore judgment upon a family, especially a family of priests. The comfort of their children: "The man of thine whom I shall not cut off by an untimely death shall live to be a blot and burden to the family, a scandal and vexation to his relations; he shall be to consume thy eyes and grieve thy heart, for his foolishness or his sickliness, his wickedness or his poverty.’’ 
Grief for a dead child is great, but for a bad child often greater. That their substance should be wasted and they should be reduced to extreme poverty: "He that is left alive in thy house shall have little joy of his life, for want of a livelihood; he or she shall come and crouch to the succeeding family for a subsistence.’’  He shall beg for the smallest alms—a piece of silver,  and the word signifies the least piece and a morsel of bread. We now see how this answered the sin. Eli’s sons must have the best pieces of flesh, but their sons will be glad of a morsel of bread. Want is the just punishment of wantonness. 
Those who could not be content without dainties and varieties are brought, they or theirs, to want necessaries, and the Lord is righteous in thus visiting them. He shall beg for the meanest office: Put me into somewhat belonging to the priesthood as it is in the original; make me as one of the hired servants, the fittest place for a prodigal. Plenty and power are forfeited when they are abused. They should not be able to pretend to any good preferment, not to any place at the altar. Rather they would  petition for some poor employment, even on a jop where be the work is ever so hard and the wages ever so small, so they might but get bread. This, it is probable, was fully accomplished when Abiathar, who was of Eli’s race, was deposed by Solomon for treason and replace by Zadoc.
That God would shortly begin to execute these judgments in the death of Hophni and Phinehas, the sad tidings of which Eli himself should live to hear: This shall be a sign to thee. When thou hearest it, say, "Now the word of God Almighty begins to operate; here is one threatening fulfilled, from which we infer that all the rest will be fulfilled in their order.’’ Hophni and Phinehas had many a time sinned together, and it is here foretold that they should die together both in one day. “Bind these tares in a bundle for the fire,” and this was fulfilled (2 Samuel 4:11). 
In the midst of all these threatenings against the house of Eli, here is mercy promised to Israel. “I will raise me up a faithful priest.” This was fulfilled in Zadoc, of the family of Eleazar, who came into Abiathar’s place in the beginning of Solomon’s reign, and was faithful to his trust; and the high priests were of his posterity as long as the Levitical priesthood continued. The wickedness of ministers, though it destroy themselves, yet it shall not destroy the ministry. How bad soever the officers are, the office shall continue always to the end of the world. If some betray their trust, yet others shall be raised up that will be true to it. God Almighty’s work shall never fall to the ground for want of hands to carry it on. 
The high priest is here said to walk before God’s anointed, that is, David and his seed because he wore the breast-plate of judgment, which he was to consult, not in common cases, but for the king, in the affairs of state. Notwithstanding the degeneracy we see and lament in many families, God will secure to himself a succession. If some grow worse than their ancestors, others, to balance that, shall grow better. It has its full accomplishment in the priesthood of Jesus Christ, that merciful and faithful high priest whom God raised up when the Levitical priesthood was thrown off, who in all things did his father’s mind, and for whom God will build a sure house, build it on a rock, so that the gates of hell cannot prevail against it.
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