Sabbath Day Sermon of September 13, 2018.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Be Fruitful and Multiply - The Children
Genesis Chapter 1:26-31
And God said, “Let us create man in our image” Why does God Almighty use the plural form to describe his action? This is a reference to the Trinity, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. If you ask, “In what ways are we made in God Almighty’s image?” We are reflections of God’s glory. God Almighty is sinless, eternal, and unlimited. 
The description of the creation of humanity is in more detail than the previous creative acts, indicating that humanity is the high point of all creation. The special character of this creation is underscored by the fact that only humanity is described as being created in the image and likeness of God Almighty. Although we are given the potential to be sinless and eternal, we are also given the choice to fall short.


We will never be totally like God because he is our supreme creator. Our best hope is to reflect his character in our love, patience, forgiveness, kindness, and faithfulness. Knowing that you are made in God Almighty’s image and thus share many of his characteristics provides a solid basis for self-worth. From the beginning, the Bible places both man and woman at the pinnacle of creation. Neither sex is exalted, and neither is depreciated until the woman in disobedience got into a conversation with the serpent and was deceived to believe that God Almighty lied to them (Genesis 3:1-6).

Thereafter, did God Almighty say to the woman as her punishment what we read in Genesis 3:16: “I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow, thou shalt bring forth children, and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over you” (Genesis 3: 1-16). To the man God Almighty said the following as his punishment for not properly governming his house (Ephesians 5;23), “The ground is cursed, in sorrow will thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to  thee, and thou shall eat the herb of the field; in the sweat of thy face shall thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return” (Genesis 3:17-19).
In the biblical account of creation, God Almighty creates man and woman, and the first thing he tells them to do is to have children. “Be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth,” is the first commandment of the Bible to man. This commandment is seconded by the command in chapter 2: 3 establishing the day of rest “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.”

But for the proponents of the homosexual lifestyle and population control of our time, children are viewed more as a curse than a blessing. These people are particularly agitated about the injunction to have procreative heterosexual sex. By denouncing Christians and fundamentalists around the world who continue to welcome children into their lives with joy and gratitude, these haters of new life darkly warn about the need to enforce a “limitation on human expansion against God Almighty’s command “to be fruitful and multiply.”
It is hardly surprising, therefore, that those who are opposed to human expansion, are usually enthusiastic proponents of abortion and homosexuality; both of which encourage a “limitation on human expansion.” However, in the biblical account, heterosexual attraction and procreation are part of the divine plan, ordained from the beginning of creation. “Therefore, a man shall leave his father and mother and cling to his wife and they shall become one flesh.”  They were both naked, the man and his wife, and they were not ashamed” (Genesis 2:24-25). This is the kind of intimacy you can never share with anyone else except with your husband or wife. The couple will have to enjoy this intimacy till death will they part. Only the death of one of the two that can separate a married couple (1 Corinthians 7:39).
The Genesis account may be a “text of hate” for the proponents of a limitation on human expansion, but no less an authority than Jesus Christ cited it explicitly when asked about the legitimacy of divorce. Jesus replied, “From the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. For this reason, a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, no man should separate” (Mark 10:4-9). In other words, because the married couple is spiritually inseparable, divorce and remarry can never be legitimate before God Almighty. Divorce is as hurtful and destructive today as in Jesus day. God Almighty intends marriage to be a lifetime commitment (Genesis 2:24). 
So, when entering into marriage, people should never consider divorce an option for solving problems or a way out of a relationship that seems dead. In these verses, Jesus is also attacking those who purposefully abuse the marriage vow, using divorce to satisfy their lustful desire to marry someone else. My friends, are your actions today helping your marriage grow stronger, or are you tearing it apart? Jesus was very loud and clear when he said that divorce is not permissible, because the offended partner in marriage must forgive, reconcile, and restore the relationship. Christians are always to look for reasons to restore the marriage relationship rather than for an excuse to leave it (Matthew 5:17-19, 31-32). There is no room for divorce and remarry in true Christianity.
All the ancient biblical texts heap praise upon human fertility and view children as an unqualified blessing to be cherished rather than as a curse to be avoided. Jesus himself appears to have had a singular appreciation for the wondrous spirit of children, which was rare in the ancient world. Jesus says, “Let the children come to me.” He told his disciples, who on the other hand tried to keep them away, “for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. “I say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it” (Mark 10:14-15). In this, as in many things Jesus Christ was merely reflecting and intensifying the insights of the Scripture.
Jesus by comparing the kingdom of heaven with children’sneed implies that to feel secure, all children need is a loving look and gentle touch from someone who cares. They believe us because they trust us. Jesus said that people should believe in him with this kind of children-like faith. We do not have to understand all the mysteries of the universe; it should be enough to know that God Almighty loves us and provides forgiveness for our sin. This does not,however, mean that we should be childish or immature, but we should trust God Almighty with a child’s simplicity and receptivity.
“Truly children are a gift from the LORD, and the fruit of the womb is his reward.” We can learn valuable insights from their inquisitive minds and trusting spirits. Those who view children as a distraction or nuisance should instead see them as an opportunity to shape the future. We dare not treat them as an inconvenience when God Almighty values them so highly. For a good family life is a reward for following God Almighty. 
The values outlined in God Almighty’s Word include love, service, honesty, integrity, and prayer. Hence, the Bible says that “Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favor of the LORD” (Proverbs 18:22). These help relationships and they are especially vital to home life. My friends, if your home life is not heavenly, understand that praying, reading and obeying God Almighty’s Word is a good place to start to make your family all that it can be in Jesus Christ.
Again, procreation and human fertility are so central to the biblical narrative that they form the very basis of God Almighty’s covenantal promises to Israel (Genesis 17:4-6). The Old Testament has such a “pro-child” orientation that “barrenness”, that is, the inability to conceive children, is widely viewed as a curse.
Unfortunately, many ancient pagan societies, even today believe that parents have the unqualified right to kill their own children for any or no reason. For example, the law of the Twelve Tables, a Roman legislation circa 450 BC, which required a father to put to death any deformed child. This act of barbarism is supported in our time by the so-called moral philosophers, like Joseph Fletcher and Princeton University’s Peter Singer, who advocates the same thing.
The killing of female children was so widespread that, just as in Asia today, the ancient world had a large abortion or infanticide-caused imbalance in the sexes. That imbalance today is estimated to be about 100 million lost female lives. In the ancient times, and in countries like India today, there is the saying that when a woman is pregnant the husband wishes that when she is delivered if it is a boy keep it, if a girl discard it.”
Ritual child sacrifice was also widely practiced. According to Plutarch, for example, Carthaginians “offered up their own children, and those who have no children would buy little ones from poor people and cut their throats as if they were so many lambs or chickens; meanwhile, the mothers stood by without a tear or moan.” This is the cultural background for the practice of passing God Almighty’s children “through fire,” which biblical prophets denounced (Deuteronomy 18:10; Ezekiel 16:21).

In the book of Jeremiah, we read that “they built the high places of Baal that are in the valley of Ben-Hinnom to cause their sons and daughters to pass through the fire to Moloch (Jeremiah 32:35). In America, we have built abortion chambers and underground bunkers in which we cause our sons and daughters to pass through the fire to Moloch. The Israelites, almost alone among ancient people, abhorred killing children. The Roman historian Tacitus actually condemned the Israelites for their inexplicable opposition to infanticide. “It is a crime among them to kill any newly born infant,” he said, adding that they have a strange “passion for propagating their children heritage.

But eventually, Israel, as it is in America in our time, in itsdesire to emulate the practices of “the nations”, began to kill its own children as well. One of America’s presidents described the practice of child sacrifice in his 1989 Masonic New World Order speech as“a thousand point of lights.”
Ancient Israel mingled with her heathen neighbors just as America has mingled with the heathen nations and learned their works. The Israelites sacrificed their sons and daughters to demons. America is doing the same today in the abortion chambers and in the underground bunkers, because it is women’s right. In other words, that is what women want for their unborn children.
 They shed innocent blood, the blood of their sons and their daughters, whom they sacrificed to the idols of Moloch, desecrating the land with bloodshed.”The act of passing the children through the fire to Moloch is the reason forchild trafficking and pizzagate in Americaand in other nations today.Child trafficking, abortion chambers,andpizzagate arethe ways the perpetrators use to acquire children for their sacrifices to Moloch or satan (Psalm 106:35-38).
Of course, the abomination of passing children through the fire to Moloch is understood by the Bible as being one of the major reasons the northern Kingdom of Israel was destroyed by the Assyrians, in 750 BC., and the people were taken into exile and never to return. They mutilated their sons and daughters by the fire till the LORD in his great anger against Israel, put them away out of his sight” (2 Kings 17:24-18).
 Children are often seen as liabilities rather than assets. But the Bible calls children “An heritage of the LORD,” and because children are His, God Almighty gives them to us as a gift (Psalm 127:3). But under the pretext of women right, these gifts from God Almighty are even today being burned up in the fire chambers of Moloch or Satan.
If you ask, “Will God Almighty punish America and other nations for passing their children through the fire to Moloch? God Almighty is not a respecter of persons. As a just God, if America and the nations do not repent very soon and stop killing the children in the abortion chambers or high places in which they offer God Almighty’s children to Moloch, God Almighty will have no choice, but to put America and the nations involved away out of his sight.
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Plutarch: A Greek philosopher; he lived most of his life at Chaeronea, and was initiated into the mysteries of the Greek god Apollo. 

Thousand points of light
The phrase "a thousand points of light" was popularized by US president George H. W. Bush, and later formed the name of a private, non-profit organization.
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