Sabbath Day Sermon of September 13, 2019
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Is Our Convent with the Father
Isaiah Chapter 42 (Hebrew 10:8-10)
For most of us who used to be in prison before we were set free, we remember how it felt once we were freed from the prison-house of Satan. But for those who are still in prison or feel as though they are in prison, there is hope, for your opportunity is here to be free from your prison. God Almighty declares that he has sent his Captain to make sure of your freedom and liberty as He created you to be the first time he lighted you up into the world as his child (John 1:4).

1-5. God Almighty in this chapter announces the appointment of His servant, the Captain of His people (Hebrews 10:8-10). Not Cyrus described in chapter 45. In the Old Testament, God Almighty is used to describing whoever he had chosen to carry out a mission as his servant. Israel and the Messiah are both often called a servant. Israel, as God Almighty’s servant, was to help bring the world to the knowledge of God Almighty by teaching the nations His oracle, but she failed due to her stubbornness and unbelief. The Messiah, Jesus Christ would fulfill this task and show God Almighty Himself to the world. Therefore, this prophetic, word is about Jesus Christ, as Matthew 12:18-20 expressly states. 

Jesus is the servant of the Father. He was elected by the Father and he made his covenant of redemption with the Father. The Father had confidence in His Son that he would execute his mission on Calvary and make atonement for the sins of all people. The Father delights in His Son and supports him in his office as mediator. The Father gave the Son the Holy Spirit without measure. As in the life and ministry of Jesus, so in the lives of all of God Almighty’s people, the fullness of the Holy Spirit is of the greatest significance and importance. 

The royal titles by which the great God Almighty here makes himself known, and distinguishes himself from all pretenders and fakes, speak very much his glory. Thus saith God Almighty the Lord. And who are thou, Lord? Why he is the fountain of all being and therefore the fountain of all power. He is the fountain of being. In the upper world; for he created the heavens and stretched them out (Isaiah 40:22), and keeps the vast expanse still upon the stretch. In the lower world, he spread forth the earth and made it a capacious habitation and that which comes out of it is produced by his power. In the world of mankind, He gives breath to the people upon it, not only air to breathe in, but the breath of life itself and organs to breathe with; he gives spirit, the powers and faculties of a rational soul to those that walk on the earth.

6-10. “Give thee for a covenant of the people, that is, “I have given you to my people as the personal confirmation of my covenant with them.” Since the Father has given us Jesus, so has he also given us all of the covenantal blessings that attend the work of the Mediator. This Jesus is a light to open the eyes of the Gentiles. Thus Jesus is the God-Man for all seasons and all people. He is more than redeemer for Israel. He is the King of the Gentiles, and the Gospel is for his subjects as well, the Gentiles of all nations and the Isles.

Redemption is liberty to the captives of Satan through sin, that is, those who sit in darkness and under the shadow of death for their sins. Jesus Christ brings out the prisoners from the prison-house into freedom and liberty delivered from the schoolmaster, the law, and set them free to follow Jesus Christ the Lord and Savior. He is the elect servant that reveals a character of gentleness, encouragement, justice, and truth. When you mess up, feel broken and bruised or burned out in your spiritual life, God Almighty won’t step on you or toss you aside as useless, but will gently pick you up in His arms and nurse you back to being his champion. God Almighty’s loving attributes are desperately needed in the world today. Through God Almighty’s Spirit, we as Christians can show such sensitivity to people around us, reflecting God Almighty’s goodness and honesty to them.

“I am the Lord, Jehovah, that is my name,” meaning that was the name by which he made himself known when he began to perform the promise made to the patriarchs; whereas, before, he manifested himself by the name of God Almighty, Exodus 6:3. If he is the Lord that gives being and birth to all things, he will give being and birth to this promise. If his name is Jehovah, which speaks of him the only God Almighty alone, we may be sure his name is jealous. He will not give his glory to another, whoever it is that stands in competition with him, especially not to graven images. He will send the Messiah to open people’s eyes, so that he may turn them from the service of dumb idols to serve the living God Almighty, because, though he has long winked at sin in the times of ignorance, he will now maintain his prerogative, and will not give his glory to graven images. He will perform his word because he will not lose the honor of being true to it, nor be ever charged with falsehood by the worshippers of false gods.

If you ask, “What is righteousness?” It is having the right actions, right attitudes, and right relationships; all based on your right standing with God Almighty. When he forgives us, takes away our sin, and restores us as his children, he not only gives us his righteousness, but he also empowers us to demonstrate it to others. 

As true Christians God Almighty calls us to be servants of his Son Jesus Christ, demonstrating God Almighty’s righteousness and bringing his light into people’s lives. My friends, that you have been called to work in the Father’s business is a privilege to help the begotten Son of God Almighty fulfill his mission. For those who have not responded to the call yet, Jesus says that he is very near you, and stands at the door of your heart. If you will open the door by repentance he is ready to enter to feast with you, and bless you with salvation and eternal life, that you may sit with him on his throne (Revelation 3:20, 21).

If you ask, “How can I help in God Almighty’s business, and where do I start?” You must first seek his righteousness before you demonstrate it to others, and let his light shine in you before you can be light yourself to others (Matthew 6:33; Daniel 12:3). 

11-18. There will be a new song sung unto the LORD God Almighty in all nations, especially in the area occupied by the nomads of the Syrian Desert, when they would observe how God Almighty would be glorified when he returned his people from exile to the land He gave to their fathers. The “new song” is a hymn of praise like Psalms 96 and 98, which begin with the same invitation that we tell others about Him. The reason for the praise is that God Almighty is the warrior, who has held back for a time but will let loose divine judgment come upon all those who would not accept the life of righteousness offered to all through His Son Jesus Christ. 

God Almighty has chosen us to “declare his wonders among all people.” Praise for our great God Almighty overflows from his creation and should overflow from our lips. He deserves all praise for sending Jesus Christ to come and save all people from their sins. He will come again to judge the world. God Almighty is both perfectly loving and perfectly just, He is merciful when he punishes, and he overlooks no sin when he loves. Praise him for his promises to save you and to return to usher you into his Kingdom.

In Exodus 15 God Almighty leads the people to their triumphant occupation of the Promised Land; here too God Almighty will lead the “blind” Israelites on their return journey. If you are joined to the body of Christ Jesus or His congregation by faith, you should give glory to God Almighty who has redeemed you. The chief end of humans is to glorify God Almighty and to enjoy him forever. The unbelievers in Jesus Christ are blind and are chained down by Satan, salvation in Jesus Christ brings sight and light and life. Then and only then, are the crooked things made straight, the way made plain, and the yoke made easy. 

19-25. God Almighty had called Israel to be his messenger as he has called you and me today, but that select nation had become scandalously blind and deaf. They were obstinate and unbelieving, but God Almighty’s purpose would still not be thwarted. What happened to Israel demonstrated to the world the glory of God Almighty’s law, which was executed even against his elect nation when it became apostate. Therefore, it is that they have violated the commands of the law, that God Almighty has brought upon them the curses of the law; he has not dropped, but poured upon them the fury of his anger and the strength of battle, all the desolations of war, which have set them on fire round about; for God Almighty surrounds the wicked with his favors. Observe the power of God Almighty’s anger; there is no resisting it, no escaping it. 

It is the mischief that sin makes; it provokes God Almighty to anger against a people, and so kindles a universal conflagration, sets all on fire. These judgments were continued upon them for their senselessness and incorrigibleness under the judgment, rod of God Almighty. The fire of God Almighty’s wrath kindled upon them, and they knew it not, was not aware of it, took no notice of the judgments, at least not of the hand of God Almighty in them. No doubt, it burned them, and, though they could not then but know it and feel it, yet they laid it not to heart, was not awakened by the fiery rebukes they were under nor at all affected with them. Those who are not humbled by fewer or light judgments must expect greater; for when God Almighty judges he will overcome.

If you ask, “How could Israel and Judah be God Almighty’s peopled and yet be so blind? How could they be so close to God Almighty and see so little?” The same could be asked about the people of America. Jesus condemned the religious leaders of his day for the same disregard of God Almighty’s precepts and statues (John 9:39-40). Unfortunately, we as Christians that are so close to Jesus do fail in the same way that the Israelites failed. Sometimes partial blindness, that is, seeing but not understanding, or knowing what is right but not doing it, can be worse than not seeing at all. 

Indeed, most of us would not hesitate to condemn Israelites of old for their misgivings, but we are twice as bad and guilty because we are used to repeating the same mistakes that we recognize as failures. Often we are tempted to direct God Almighty’s message at others that we have not even learned to observe ourselves. 

God Almighty’s heart was troubled for the spiritual blindness of Israel, and God Almighty sorrows over the spiritual decay of his people even today. We thank God Almighty for having sent Jesus, not to judge us, but to deliver the whole world from sin and death that it brings (John 3:16, 17). 
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