Sabbath Day Sermon of September 12, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

A Lesson for All Christians Before God’s Judgment.
Jeremiah Chapters   44 [42. 43]
We learned from the previous chapters 42, 43 that Johanan and the people in general beseeched Jeremiah to intervene with God on their behalf. They want divine approval not for what they should do, but for what they have already decided to do. Had their relationship to God been right they would have prayed for themselves or at least have had a common prayer meeting with Jeremiah. In their want of materials things of this world, they have burned their bridges to God Almighty. Now they asked Jeremiah to seek the counsel of God for them. God was in no hurry to respond to their request. Ten days went by before Jeremiah received a word from God. The remnant was told to stay in the land, trust God, and not be afraid of Nebuchadnezzar. The perfidy of these people was manifested once again. They had solemnly sworn to obey the voice of God. But when he made his will known, they did the exact opposite, suffering the consequences.
10-11. If they did the exact opposite of what God said to the prophet, did Jeremiah actually give them the message in pros and cons? Oh! Yes, Jeremiah laid it before Johanan and his followers what the alternatives are. The little word “if” appears twice. He told them what will happen if they stayed in the land and what will take place if they decided to go to Egypt. He made it plain that it is the will of God for them to remain in the land. Unfortunately, since they had earlier determined to go to Egypt, what God said made no difference to them. It is an insult to God to ask for his will, when a decision has already been made before his answer comes.  My friend, if your mind is made up on what you must do, that is, if you pray with a closed mind, I would suggest that you rather just not pray at all to God, because his answer might not be what you will like to hear, and for the consequences if you refuse to obey his voice. 
The answer to their request was clear, and they had sworn to do whatever Jeremiah declared to be the will of God for them. They refused to do so when they heard what they did not like. Jeremiah warned that they will die in Egypt by the sword, by pestilence, and by famine. One would suppose that the gravity of the consequences would have occasioned a change of mind in them. But it was not so. They went to Egypt and they were punished, as Jeremiah had prophesied even forcing Jeremiah to go with them. They thought perhaps God will spare them if Jeremiah was with them.  
In chapter 43 they accused Jeremiah of being liar. Since his other prophecies about Jerusalem had been fulfilled in a literal way, it is hard to understand the depravity and obtuseness of these people in the face of all the evidence they had. They thought Jeremiah was part of the plot to have them killed by the Babylonians or sent down to Babylon as prisoners of war.  Little did they know that what they thought would happen to them if they stayed in Judaea was exactly what happened to them by going down to Egypt.

They did not obey the voice of the LORD. In plainest speech, they did not believe what God said. We learned in the book of Genesis that neither did Adam believe that God would do what he said if he ate the fruit of the tree he had been forbidden to eat, no matter who brought it to him as Eve did. Whoever is condemned to everlasting separation from God Almighty is condemned because he or she refuses to obey the Word of God. Jesus said, “Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). Whoever refuses to come refuses to obey the voice of the Lord. So the counterpoint becomes true: “Whoever will not come to Jesus will be cast out.” 
Those who fled from Judah to Egypt thought they would escape from Nebuchadnezzar. Jeremiah now in chapter 44 prophesies that Nebuchadenzzar will attack Egypt and destroy it. Those who disobeyed the voice of God and fled to Egypt would find out that they have no escape from him.  The lesson to learn here is that God by his providence uses one bad nation to destroy another bad nation. I believe we have all seen that happen in our time. For example, we have seen nations like, Japan, British-America all bad nations as they have been used to defeat several bad nations of the world.  In other words, God will send another Nebuchadenzzar that will burn the houses of the gods of those bad nations that have been used to defeat other bad nations, and will also carry many people from those nations into captivity (Matthew 24: 6, 7). 
Here there are not “if” spoken by God. He does not lay before the refugees in Egypt a choice between two opposing possibilities. This is a picture of unrelieved judgment spoken to people whose ancestors disobeyed God and who themselves refuse to repent and reform.  While Jeremiah was in Egypt against his will he told the people that their following other gods had brought destruction on their land. Jeremiah told them they would never return to Judah because the escape to Egypt had been against God’s advice (42:9). But just like America and her friends today, the people refused to learn any lessons from all the destruction their sins have caused. 
“Wherefore commit ye this great evil against your souls?” Jeremiah asked them. These people took an oath of obedience and yet still refused to listen to God’s clear directions. Revelation 21: 8 says the fearful will not inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. In others words, those who would due to fear of their lives and would disobey the commandments of God will be damned. These people even after God had guaranteed their safety if they stayed in the land, still were afraid of the Babylonians, who would have been kind to them, and went to Egypt and destroyed themselves. 
You see, self-destruction, whether through foolish decisions, dangerous habits, or blatant disobedience to God, is worse than destruction by an enemy. There is no honor whatsoever in self-destruction. When we forget a lesson or refuse to learn it, we risk repeating our mistakes. The people of Judah struggled with this, to forget their former sins was to repeat them. To fail to learn from failure is to assure future failure. My friend, your past should be your school of experience. Let your past mistakes point you to God’s way. There is not honor whatsoever in self-destruction.
12-17. The judgment is final and extensive. The least to the greatest shall die by sword and by famine. Only those who repented of going to Egypt and returned to their own land would escape judgment. God wanted a change of both attitude and action. God always offers a way of escape, even when we get ourselves in so deep that it does not look as if there is any way out. For those who are in a jam or you have sold your soul to Mr. sin also known as Satan and Lucifer, yes, there is a way out. The steps are always the same: (1)admitting you have rebelled against God, (2) forsaking your sinful direction, and (3) seeking to live as God instructs in his Word, that is, accepting Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.
What was their crime? If you ask, “Because of their wickedness which they have committed to provoke me to anger, in that they went to burn incense, and to serve other gods, whom they knew not, neither they, ye , nor your fathers,” said the Lord God Almighty.  The people now respond to this charge saying: “As for the word that thou hast spoken unto us in the name of the LORD, we will not hearken unto thee. But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth out of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of heaven, and to pour out drinks offerings unto her, as we have done, we, and our fathers, our kings, and our princes. In the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem: for then we had plenty of victuals, and were well, and saw no evil”
18-30. The point is made that when these Judaeans had offered incense to other gods and had poured out libations to the queen of heaven, all went well. When they ceased to do these things, circumstances worked against them. Somehow they refused to realize that it was the doing of these things which had first occasioned the invasion of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar. Wicked people will always find excuses to evade guilt and justify illicit actions. Both the husbands and their wives were guilty of disobedience. They ripened each other for hell. While the women kneaded the dough for their sacrifices, the husbands kindled the fire or borne fire for the offerings to their gods.
The farther we drift from God, the more confused our thinking becomes. Whatever spiritual life was left in the Israelites when they went to Egypt was lost as they sank into the depths of idolatry. “Queen of heaven” was and still is a name for Ishtar, also known as Semiramis and renamed Mary for those who worship her today. She has other names depending on which nation and culture where she is worshipped. The escape to Egypt had brought a change in their pagan worship habits, and they blamed their troubles on their neglect of their idols. But idol worship had started all their problems in the first place. And yet, they refused to recognize the true source of their problems; departure from God’s leading. When calamity forces you to examine your life, take a close look at God’s instructions for you, and learn the lesson.
Though they joined with the Egyptians in their idolatries, yet they continued upon many occasions to make mention of the name of Jehovah, particularly in their solemn oaths; they said, Jehovah liveth, he is the living God, so they owned him to be, though they worshipped dead idols; they swear, The Lord liveth (ch. 5:2), but we doubt they retained this form of swearing more in honor of their nation than of their God. But God now declares that his name shall no more be thus named by any man of Judah in all the land of Egypt; that is, there shall be no Judaean-Israelite remaining to use this dialect of their nation, or, if there be, they would have forgotten it and would learn to swear, as the Egyptians do, by the life of Pharaoh, not of Jehovah. We have noticed that those are very miserable whom God has so far left to themselves that they have quite forgotten their faith and lost all the remains of their knowledge of God which is the beginning of wisdom. Again, it could be said that God would take it as an affront to him and would resent it accordingly, if they did make mention of his name and profess any relation to him while in their falsehood. 
God had sworn that what little remnant of people was there should all be consumed:” I will watch over them for evil; no opportunity shall be let slip to bring judgment upon them, until there is an end of them and all of them are rooted out. To those whom God finds impenitent sinners he will be found an implacable Judge. And, when it comes to this, they shall know whose word shall stand, mind or theirs,” said the Lord. The people said that they should recover themselves when they returned to worship the queen of heaven; God said they should ruin themselves; and now the event will show which was in the right. The contest between God and sinners is whose word shall stand, whose will shall be done, and who shall get the better. Sinners say that they shall have peace though they go on; God says they shall have no peace. 
 
But when God judges he will overcome; God’s word shall stand, and not the sinner’s. God Almighty tells them that a very few of them should escape the sword, and in process of time return into the land of Judah, a small number, next to none, in comparison with the great numbers that should return out of the land of the Babylonians. This seems designed to upbraid those who boasted of their numbers that concurred in sin; there were none to speak of that did not join in idolatry: "Well,’’ says God, "and there shall be as few that shall escape the sword and famine.’’  He gives them a sign that all these threatening shall be accomplished in their season, that they shall be consumed there in Egypt and shall quite perish. Not only that, but the Pharaoh-hophra, the present king of Egypt, who welcomed them shall be delivered into the hand of his enemies that seek his life—of his own rebellious subjects (so some) under Amasis, who usurped his throne—of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon (so others), who invaded his kingdom; the former is related by Herodotus, the latter by Josephus. 
It is likely that this Pharaoh had tempted the Judaeans to idolatry by promises of his favor; however, they depended upon him for his protection, and it would be more than a presage of their ruin, it would be a step towards it, if he were gone. They expected more from him than from Zedekiah king of Judah; he was a more potent and politic prince. "But,’’ says God, "I will give him into the hand of his enemies, as I gave Zedekiah.’’ Those creature-comforts and confidences that we promise ourselves most from may fail us as soon as those that we promise ourselves least from, for they are all what God makes them, not what we fancy them. The sacred history records not the accomplishment of this prophecy, but its silence is sufficient; we hear no more of these Judaeans in Egypt, and therefore conclude them, according to this prediction, lost there; for no word of God shall fall to the ground.
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