Sabbath Day Sermon of September 10, 2016
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Christians as Ambassadors of Jesus Christ
Ephesians Chapter 4

In this chapter Paul who calls himself the prisoner of the Lord, beseech all Christians to walk worthy of the vocation as representatives of Jesus Christ in which they have been called. Paul says that believers constitute one body, therefore, all should be eager to keep the unity of that body. Unity, however, exists in the midst of diversity. Many people suppose that unity means uniformity and ecclesiastical or ecumenical oneness headed up by one leader in whom all authority is vested. But that is not so, because Jesus is the Head of His Church, and the Holy Spirit is his regent. Therefore, a genuine unity can only exist if it is based on the teachings of Jesus Christ: one body, one Spirit, one future or calling, one LORD, one faith, one baptism, in God Almighty!  
Unity in Jesus Christ demands that you must learn to appreciate people who are different from you, but not in sin. Then can you see how their differing gifts and viewpoints can help the Church as it does God Almighty’s work? You must learn to enjoy the way we members of Jesus Christ’s body complement one another (1 Corinthians 12:12, 13). This does not mean that the Christian must condone or appreciate people who delight in sinful lifestyle or in idolatry for the sake of unity. The duty of a true Christian as representative of Jesus,  is that he or she should in love point out the consequences of sinful lifestyles to people living as such should they come in contact with them, and also to pray for their repentance.
God Almighty has chosen all true Christians to be Jesus Christ’s representatives on earth. In light of this truth, Paul challenges us to live worthy of the name “Christian,” meaning Jesus Christ’s one, or the upright one” This includes being humble, gentle, patient, understanding, and peaceful. People are watching your life. If so, can they see Jesus Christ in you? How well are you doing as his representative? Although, no one is ever going to be perfect here on earth, so we must accept and love other Christians in spite of their faults. When we see faults in fellow believers, we should be patient and gentle with them. Is there someone whose actions or personally really annoys you? My friend, rather than dwelling on that person’s weakness, or looking for faults, pray for that person. Then do even more by spending time together and see if you can learn to like him or her.

Unity is one of the Holy Spirit’s important roles. He leads, but we have to be willing to be led. We do that by focusing on God, not on ourselves. For about who the Holy Spirit is and what he does are described in John 3:6; Acts 1:5; and in Ephesians 1:13, 14. All believers in Jesus Christ belong to one body; all are united under one head, who is Jesus Christ himself (1 Corinthians 12:12-27). Everyone who believes and obeys Jesus Christ has God-given abilities that can strengthen the whole body. Your special ability may seem small or large, but it is yours to use in God Almighty’s service. You ought to ask God Almighty to use your unique gifts to contribute to the strength and health of the body of believers.
Truly, the visible Church must have organization and leadership. Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit provides the Church with leaders; apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. These have for their ministry the perfecting of the saints, which is to encourage believers, strengthen them, and equip them for the purpose of conformation to the image of Jesus Christ. In Colossians 2:16-18, apostle Paul comforts all true Christians with the news that we are not to fear the condemnation or judgment of the world system, principalities and powers who would persecute us by their laws unless we stopped feasting the LORD’s Sabbaths, and beguiled of our reward in Jesus Christ, and accept the world system: that is, the ecumenical movement, and philosophy of the religious world. If you ask, “What is ecumenism?” It a movement that promotes worldwide unity among all religions through greater cooperation.” For example, a Christian priest may invite a Muslim imam to speak in his pulpit, or a church may get together with a Hindu temple to hold a joint prayer service. Defined this way, ecumenism is definitely wrong and anti- Christianity. Of course, true Christianity is not a religion because its member are in a relationship with Jesus Christ who is alive and well. He is the Head of the Church, and our High Priest. We are not to be “yoked together with unbelievers” and idol worshippers (2 Corinthians 6:14; see also Galatians 1:6–9). Light and darkness have no fellowship with each other.
Idolatry include image-worship or divine honor paid to any created object or person. Paul describes the origin of idolatry in Romans 1:21-25: men forsook God, and sank into ignorance and moral corruption (Romans 1:28). The forms of idolatry are: 

  Fetishism, or the worship of trees, rivers, hills, stones, etc. 

 Nature worship, the worship of the sun, moon, and stars, as the supposed powers of nature. 

  Hero worship, the worship of all dead people, deceased ancestors, or of heroes. 

In Scripture, idolatry is regarded as of heathen origin, and as being imported among the Hebrews through contact with heathen nations.

Paul here emphasizes the importance of correct doctrine. Believers who are doctrinally ignorant can be easily let astray. Every Christian should be acquainted with the great doctrines of the faith. Some people have said that doctrine divides, love units. Peace and unity without doctrinal truth will destroy the foundation of the faith; right doctrine without love can be mere formalism. Right doctrine and love and unity should go hand in hand. For salvation is obtained only through Jesus Christ who is the finisher of our faith.
Jesus Christ is the Truth, and the Holy Spirit who guides the Church is the Spirit of truth (John 16:13). Satan, by contrast, is the father of liars (John 8:44). As believers and followers of Jesus Christ, we must be committed to the truth. This means both that our words will be honest and that our actions will reflect Jesus Christ’s integrity. Speaking the truth in love is not always easy, convenient, or pleasant; but it is necessary if the Church is going to do Jesus Christ’s work in the world.

17-30. “That you walk not as other Gentiles,” that is, living as a new person. People should be able to see a difference between Christians and non-Christians because of the way Christians live. Paul tells the Ephesians to leave behind the old life of sin now that they are followers of Jesus Christ. Living the Christian life is a process. Although we have a new nature, we do not automatically have all good thought and attitudes when we become new people in Jesus Christ. 
But if we keep reading our Bibles and listening to God Almighty, and obeying him, we will be changing all the time. As a Christian, if you have taken the time to look over how you lived in the last year, do you see a process of change attitudes and actions?” If no real change, then you still have more work to do to be a true Christian. You should be acting in love toward your brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, just as God Almighty acted in love by sending his Son to die for your sins. God Almighty’s Spirit within us is a sign that we belong to him for the better in our thoughts, attitudes, and actions? No doubt the change may be slow, it comes about if you trust God Almighty to change you (Romans 6:6; 8:9; Galatians5:16-26; Colossians 3:3-6).
When Christians lie to each other, it disrupts unity by creating conflicts and destroying trust. It tears down relationships and leads to open war in a Church. “Be ye Angry, and sin not.” The Bible does not tell us that we should not be angry, but it points out that it is important to handle your anger properly by not letting the sun to go down before you forgive. Anger if vented thoughtlessly, can hurt others and destroy relationships. If bottled up inside, it can cause us to become bitter and destroy us from within. Paul tells us to deal with our anger immediately in a way that builds relationships rather than destroying them. If we choose to nurse our anger, we will give Satan an opportunity to divide us. If you are angry with someone right now? We would advise that you do something today to resolve your differences? Do not let the day end before you begin to work on mending your relationship.
29-31. “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, and grieve not the Holy Spirit.” Paul warns us against bad language, meanness, improper use of anger, quarrels, harsh words, and bad attitudes toward others. We cause the Holy Spirit sorrow if we live this way. Instead of acting that way, we should be forgiving just as God Almighty has forgiven us. Which of this are you doing, “Grieving or pleasing the Most High God with your life (1:13, 14).
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