Sabbath Day Sermon of September 28, 2019

Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Great Whore and the Scarlet Beast

Revelation Chapter 17

In this chapter, we would learn that all the delay and expectation, and all the hints of the fall of Babylon will come to a head in this section. Her fall was announced in chapter 14:8; chapter 18 will finally show us her demise. First, a description of her appearance reminds us that Babylon represents the satanic power of imperial Rome.

In the last week’s Sabbath Day sermon in which we studied the prophecy revelation of the Lord to his true Church, the Lord Jesus spoke of the very bleak future for America if Trump does not win the 2020 election. While admonishing Donald Trump, the Lord God Almighty mentioned the Beast that would attempt to deceive him through his surrogates to disobey the word of God Almighty. 

So we ask, what is the beast, and who is the woman in the revelations of God Almighty to His true Church? We know from the bible that the woman symbolizes a church and the waters symbolize the nations of the world. It is only one religious organization that uses the image of a woman with a cup in her hand, and that is the Roman Catholic Church. The woman symbolizes a church that controls many nations of the world and their kings. Again, there is only one church that qualifies for all of these features. The Roman Catholic Church as a state, and a political entity of its own. The wine in the cup the woman has in her hand is her false doctrines which she spreads that are not biblical or according to the Word of God Almighty.

Now we recall that in the Vatican II: Council IPs Constitution on the Church (1964) instructs politicians to use their secular offices to advance the cause of Roman Catholicism. Catholic laypersons, “whoever they are, are called upon to expend all their energy for the growth of the Roman Church and its continuous sanctification,” and “to make the Church present and operative in those places and circumstances where only through them can it become the salt of the earth” (IV33). Vatican II affirms Catholic doctrine dating back to 1302, when Pope Boniface VIII asserted that “it is absolutely necessary for the salvation of every human creature to be subject to the Roman Pontiff,” not to Jesus Christ.
John paints a picture that graphically describes Babylon and the beast. John states what the relationship of the one is to the other and announces the impending destruction of both. The Great Harlot is Babylon. This woman is drunk with the blood of the saints and martyrs. This woman that is drunk with the blood of the saints represents imperial Rome, a city marked by idolatry, cruelty, and godlessness. She is a persecutor of the true faith in Jesus Christ and kills them to get their blood for her thirst. 

4-10. Come hither, and I will show thee the judgment of the great whore. One of the angels of the vials takes John to witness the destruction of Babylon. This is a name of great infamy. A whore is one that is married, and has been false to her husband’s bed, has forsaken the guide of her youth, and broken the covenant of God Almighty. She had been a prostitute to the kings of the earth, whom she had intoxicated with the wine of her fornication. 

The appearance she made: she was arrayed in purple and scarlet color and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls. Here were all the allurements of worldly honor and riches, pomp and pride, suited to sensual and worldly minds. Her principal seat and residence—upon the beast that had seven heads and ten horns; that is to say, Rome, the city on seven hills, infamous for idolatry, tyranny, and blasphemy. Her name, which was written on her forehead: “Mystery Babylon The Great, The Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth”. 

It was the custom of impudent harlots to hang out signs, with their names, that all might know what they were. We observe she is named from her place of residence—Babylon the great. But, that we might not take it for the old Babylon literally so called, we are told there is a mystery in the name; it is some other great city resembling the old Babylon. She is named from her infamous way and practice; not only a harlot, but a mother of harlots, breeding up harlots, nursing and training them up to idolatry, and all sorts of lewdness and wickedness—the parent and nurse of all false religion and filthy conversation. Her diet: she satiated herself with the blood of the saints and martyrs of Jesus. She drank their blood with such greediness that she intoxicated herself with it; it was so pleasant to her that she could not tell when she had had enough of it: she was satiated, but never satisfied.

The woman’s drunkenness shows her pleasure in her evil accomplishments and her false feeling of triumph over the true Church of Jesus Christ. But every martyr who has fallen before her sword has only served to strengthen the faith of the Church. In chapter 12, we read of the dragon, who is Satan himself. In chapter 13 we saw the beast from the sea and the power he received from Satan. In chapter 14-16 we see God Almighty’s great judgments. In this chapter, a scarlet animal similar to the beast and the dragon appears as an ally of the “great whore.” The phrase, “was, and is not, and yet is,” means the beast was alive, died, and then came back to life. The beast’s resurrection symbolizes the persistence of evil. This resurgence of evil power will convince many to join forces with him, but those who choose the side of evil condemn themselves to the devil’s fate, which is eternal torment in the Lake of Fire.

If you ask, how and when did Rome become the Mystery Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots and abominations of the earth? Well, when Babylon was destroyed by the Medes and Persians in the 5th century B.C. and as a result, the priests of the ancient Chaldean Mysteries moved from Babylon to the city of Pergamum. The Lord Jesus revealed to John the identity of this city as the city of Satan's Seat in Revelation 2:12-13. Now it is imperative to realize that Satan is not omnipresent, as God Almighty is, and can only be situated in one domicile at a time. Pergamum represents his locale for logistical satanic operations during the time that John wrote the book of Revelations. 

Rome later acquired the city of Pergamum by decree of Attalus III when he died and bequeathed his kingdom to Rome's Caesar. Thus the foundation was laid for Rome to eventually evolve into the religious institution predominated by ancient Babylon styled Mysteries religious system. The ancient Babylonian chief priest had carried the title of "Pontifex Maximus”, and that title had been transferred to Pergamum, and then on to Rome when Julius Caesar acquired the title by acquiring the throne of Roman civil and religious offices. Caesar appeared in official functions dressed in a robe of scarlet and carrying the keys of Janus and Cybele. It is the very decor that the Popes would array themselves in when Emperor Constantine combined the secular office of Caesar and the chair of the Bishop of Rome. 

The "Transmogrification or the great alteration was the product of Constantine’s grand design.”The vestiges of pagan religion in the Roman Catholic brand of Christianity symbology are undeniable Egyptian sun disks became the halos of Catholic saints. Pictograms of Isis nursing her miraculously conceived son Horus became the blueprint for our modern images of the Virgin Mary nursing Baby Jesus. And virtually all the elements of the Catholic ritual—the miter, the altar, the doxology, and communion, the act of "God-eating"—were taken directly from earlier pagan mystery religions." 
Playing loose with truth and Scripture in order to bring every creature into subjection to the Roman Pontiff is a technique human called “missionary adaptation.” This is explained as “the adjustment of the mission subject to the cultural requirements of the mission object” so that the papacy’s needs will be brought “as much as possible in accord with existing socially shared patterns of thought, evaluation, and action, so as to avoid unnecessary and serious disorganization.” The Church of Rome has so seamlessly adapted its mission to American secularism that we do not think of the United States as a Catholic system. Yet the rosters of government rather decisively show this to be the case.

By far the greatest challenge to missionary adaptation has been Scripture – that is, the Old and New Testaments, commonly known as the Holy Bible. Almost for as long as Rome has been the seat of Pontifex Maximus, there has been a curious enmity between the popes and the Bible whose believers they are presumed to head. 
Speaking of the Roman Catholic brand of Christian icons, nothing in Roman Catholic Christianity is original. The pre-Christian god Mithras—called the Son of god and the Light of the World—was born on December 25, died, was buried in a rock tomb, and then resurrected in three days. By the way, December 25 is also the birthday of Osiris, Adonis, Dionysus, Cybele, Subramanian, Shiva, and Brahma. The newborn Krishna was presented with gold, frankincense, and myrrh. These were introduced into the religion of Krishna and others after the coming of The Lord Jesus Christ. Even the Roman Catholic brand of Christianity's weekly holy day “Sun-day” was stolen from the pagans." To get everyone to worship these demon gods, they added Jesus to the list of their demon gods born on December 25.

In the Catholic Charismatic and the Cult of Mary, the blessed virgin has been promoted by "Seven Steps to Deity; (1) Mother of God, (2) Immaculate Conception, (3) Perpetual Virginity, (4) and (5) Co-Redemptrix and Mediatrix of All Graces, (6) Assumption into Heaven, and (7) Queen of Heaven. Even Pope Pius XII in 1950 prayed to Mary saying "You are Glory, you are joy, and you are the honor of our people." The Bible condemns idolatry of every sort in Exodus 20: 3-6.

 
Most Catholics will dispute or deny that Catholic religious leaders incorporated pagan religious practices from Babylon into the church but even Catholic historians admit it. Cardinal Newman in his book Development of Catholic Christian Doctrine, pages 372, 373 says that they incorporated many pagan religious practices into the Church. He claims that the Church sanctified them and that made it safe to bring these evil practices into the Church. The Catholic Council of Trent also declared that: “It is lawful to have images in the Church and to give honor and worship to them ... Images are put in Churches that they may be worshiped.” (Exodus 20:1-6; 2 Peter 2:1-3).
 
The last but not the list, there is this Catholic doctrine of the first Saturday devotions: The devotion is a request made by their Lady of Fatima. Their blessed mother promised to assist them only at the hour of death with the grace necessary for salvation all who, as an act of reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, on the first five Saturdays of consecutive months. These rituals are not in the bible, these are pagan rituals. The Bible says that “Neither is their salvation in any other: for there is no other name under heaven given among men (people), whereby we must be saved. In other words, salvation cannot be obtained through Fatima or Mary; these are dead people (Mark 12:26-27).

 
7-10. Here we have the mystery of this vision explained. The apostle wonders at the sight of this woman: the angel undertakes to open this vision to him, and he tells the apostle what was meant by the beast on which the woman sat. This beast was, and is not, and yet is; that is, it was a seat of idolatry and persecution; and is not, that is, not in the ancient form, which was pagan; and yet it is, it is truly the seat of idolatry and tyranny, though of another sort and form. It ascends out of the bottomless pit (idolatry and cruelty are the issue and product of hell), and it shall return thither and go into perdition, that is destroyed.

John describes the relationship between the woman and the beast. The beast has seven heads and ten horns. Earlier in verse 3, the woman is pictured as sitting on this beast. Here we discover the woman and the beast collaborating to rule the world. The woman (the Mystery Babylon) here appears to control even the beast, but for how long. Then Babylon is destroyed. She is made naked and desolate, and her flesh is eaten and the city burned. This is how evil operates. Destructive by its very nature, it discards its adherents, and it lets them be destroyed when they cease to serve its purposes. The religious system is overthrown by her allies, by the people of the nations she had deceived for so long, probably the Muslim nations. Then will the man of sin come, or lawless one spoken by Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4. If this so, he will purpose to destroy the true Christian faith and require all people to worship him in the temple the Jewish Cabbalists are building for him as we speak.

11-16. No one seeking the truth can miss the parallel between the beast and Rome since the woman is enthroned on the seven hills of that city. The number seven represents completeness and ten is the number of the world. It appears that seven here symbolizes the apostate religious hierarchy in league with the political power symbolized by the ten horns. Five are fallen, meaning five end times Popes that have died, and we have two of them now alive for the first time in the history of papacy; and yet one is expected to come, the one that probably will reign for three and half years before being destroyed. Rome will be followed by other wicked powers. Rome is a good example, or a preview of how the antichrist’s system will work, demanding complete allegiance and ruling by raw power, oppression, and slavery. Whoever the ten kings are, they will give their power to the antichrist and will wage war against the Lamb of God Almighty. But the Lamb of God Almighty will overcome them, for He is the Lord of lords and King of Kings.

Then will the ten horns symbolizing the ten nations that appear to be allied nations of Rome, kings of nations yet to arise who suddenly bring the destruction of the harlot by turning viciously against her. In a dramatic turn of events, the nations of the world finally do the Lord God Almighty’s bidding and destroy her (Proverbs 9:16; 10:4; 16:4). God Almighty can turn the nations from friendship to hatred when that is necessary to the plan of salvation. However, after the religious system has served the purpose of the beast, it will be cast down and destroyed by the beast, which has for his purpose the destruction of all the fake religions he had used. The beast then demands that he be worshipped as God (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4). 

17-18. Amid this great evil, God Almighty is using wicked men and women to accomplish divine purposes. God Almighty has supreme power and control. All the forces of darkness on earth and hell are subject to Him, as He directs events toward the consummation of all things.

The whole world is taken in by the beast (Revelation 13:1-8; 20:15), except the followers of the Lamb of God Almighty. All true Christians can identify the harlot as the Roman Church and know the fate which awaits her. They are not taken in by her pretensions to divinity. They are certain of their salvation since their names are recorded in the book of life (Daniel 12:1-3).

My friends, no matter what happens, as true Christians we must trust that God Almighty is still in charge, that God Almighty overrules all the plans and intrigues of the Evil One, and that God Almighty’s plan will happen just as he says. He even uses people opposed to Him as tools to execute his will. Although He allows the sinful and evil choices people make in this present world, the new earth he has prepared for us his children will never know sin.
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Martin Luther, seeing that learning against learning was the future planned for Christianity, voiced an “Appeal to the Ruling Classes” (1520), in which he wrote, rather prophetically: Though our children live in the midst of a Christian world, they faint and perish in misery because they lack the Gospel in which we should be training and exercising them all the time. 
I advise no one to place his child where the Scriptures do not reign paramount. Schools will become wide-open gates of hell if they do not diligently engrave the Holy Scriptures on young hearts. Every institution where men are not increasingly occupied with the word of God must become corrupt.
Isis, the Egyptian goddess, anthropomorphized into Mary, the mother of God; and the Trinitarian of [God, Mother, and Child] of the Roman Catholic Religion - [Helena P. Blavatsky, “Isis Unveiled,” Vol. 2, page 41]

