Sabbath Day Sermon of October 8, 2016.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Watching Out for False Teachers
Second John Chapter 1
The person introducing himself as the “elder” is John one of Jesus’ twelve disciples and the writer of the Gospel of John, three epistles and the Book of Revelation. He was now old in holy service and experience, had seen and tasted much of heaven, and was much nearer than when at first he believed. The elect or a saint of Jesus Christ was probably a person of eminent birth education, and estate. Not all Christians in John’s day were poor and uneducated. 

 The elect lady; not only a choice one, but one chosen of God. It is lovely and beautiful to see ladies, by holy walking, demonstrate their election of God. John rejoiced in her influence, particularly on her children who were walking in truth. They had the truth and they walked in it, which means moving or traveling from place to place. Thus wherever these children went, they so lived that their faith could be seen by all. We perceive that she may have written a letter to John to get some clarifications on some of the false teachings that were floating around. Hence John was persuaded to travel as to discuss these things in person with this woman elect.
4-9. This letter was written shortly after 1 John to warn about false teachers.  John reiterates the truth that our talk and walk should always go together. Truth demands acknowledgment, and those who see the evidences of pure faith in God Almighty should confess and attest them; it is a good sign and great duty to love and value faith in the Most High in others. The ground of this love and respect thus paid to this lady and her children was their regard to the truth: for the truth’s sake or true faith’s sake which dwells in us, and shall be with us forever. Love is to walk in the commandments of Jesus. When we obey his commandments we are walking in the faith. But an early ignostic heresy held that Jesus’ body was not real flesh and blood, that it was purely spiritual body; a mirage as some would say. We find the same heresy in Mohammad’s writing in the Quran (Surah 4: 136-176), which proves the origin of this heresy to be Phariseesm also know as Johannism.  This heresy has been called Docetism, and it is denounced by John, who affirms that Jesus came in the flesh and was real human being composed of flesh and blood. John affirms that he walked with Jesus, ate with him, talked with him, and watched as he was being nailed to the Cross. It was while Jesus was on the cross that he received the instruction from him to take Mary his mother home and to take care of her as his own mother.  Therefore, whoever affirms this heresy that Jesus did not come in the flesh cannot be of God Almighty, and whoever is not of God Almighty is not a regenerate person; therefore not a believer in God Almighty or a true Christian.
The love Christians should have for one another is a recurrent New Testament theme. Yet love for one’s neighbor is an old command, first appearing in the third book of Moses (Leviticus 19:18). We can show love in many ways: by avoiding prejudice and discrimination, by accepting people, by listening, helping, giving, serving, and refusing to judge unjustly. But just knowing God’s command is not enough. We must put it into practice (Matthew 22:37-39; 1 John 2:7, 8).
In John’s day many false teachers taught that spirit was good and matter was evil, therefore, they reasoned that Jesus could not have been both God and man. They presume to know what is in God Almighty’s mind and tend to dictate for him what he can or cannot do. They play god with each other and taking other people’s lives as they please in their wickedness. They plot and carry out evil acts against each other. They even plot against the Most High God Almighty. They test the Most High God and his patience and mercy with their stupid and rebellious reasoning. They count the Most High God’s patience and mercy which has allowed them to continue to breathe and exist on earth till this day as weakness. They count the Most High God’s patience which has allowed them to continue to walk the earth as an evidence of his inexistence. In strong terms, John warned against this kind of teaching. 
There are still many false teachers who promote an understanding of Jesus that is not biblical. For example the Catholic Pope whose actions no doubt have proved Apostle Paul’s warning in Romans chapter 11:8. Once again the Roman Catholic Pope has recently said that Jesus Christ’s death on the cross was a failure, and yet he purports to lead a Christian organization with his eyes set on the members’ wealth; the good life, coveting it and accumulating wealth for himself. He had earlier denied Jesus and the Bible, and had taught that no one can have personal relationship with Jesus, and that Jesus is gone and will not be coming back (Revelation 16:13). The question we ask is, “What are the devout Catholics doing about the heretic teachings and blasphemies in the name of Catholicism by this enemy of Jesus Christ?”
False teachers are dangerous because they twist the truth and undermine the foundations of Christian faith.  Under the cloak of Christianity, they use the right words but change the meanings. The way your teachers live shows a lot about what they believe about Jesus Christ. The full reward to which John refers, is not salvation but the fruit of loyal service to the body of Jesus Christ; his Congregation. All who value the truth and persistently hold to it will win their “full reward.” Those who live for themselves and justify it by teaching false doctrine will lose that reward (Matthew 7:21-23).

10-12. Those who deny the faith are destroyers of the soul. They are not to be welcomed into the home of the Congregation, and no one should wish them Godspeed. Whoever does this becomes a partaker of the wicked one’s deeds.  The instruction by John is that believers are not to give hospitality to false teachers. True Christians are to do nothing that would encourage the heretics in their propagation of falsehood. In addition, if believers invited them in it would show they were approving of what the false teachers said and did. 
It may seem rude to turn people away, even if they are teaching heresy, but how much better it is to be faithful to God than merely courteous to people. John is not condemning hospitality to unbelievers, but rather the supporting of those who knew the truth, but are dedicated to opposing the true teachings of God Almighty. No doubt as we pointed out earlier, a person who supports a false teacher in any way shares that false teacher’s wicked work against Jesus Christ and his Congregation.
False teaching as it was in John’s day was and is still serious business today, and we dare not overlook it. It is so serious that John wrote this letter especially to warn against it. There are so many false teachers in our world today that we might be tempted to take them lightly. Instead, we should realize the dangers they pose and actively refuse to give heresies any foothold in your learning. Some things are better said than written. John still could travel, so he hoped to see this sister shortly and speak at length with her.
In conclusion, we would like to point out that following God’s Word, the Bible is essential to Christian living because God Almighty is truth. Jesus Christ’s true followers consistently obey his truth. Jesus Christ’s command is for Christians to love one another. This is the basic ingredient of true Christianity. At the same time we must be wary of religious leaders who are not true to Jesus Christ’s teaching. We should not give them a platform to spread their false teaching.

To be loyal to Jesus teaching, we must see to know the Bible, but we may never twist its message to our own needs or purposes or encourage others who misuse it. To obey Jesus Christ fully, we must believe his command to love others. Helping, giving, and meeting needs put love into practice. Do not encourage those who are opposed to Jesus Christ. Politely make your point known and remove yourself from association with false teachers. Be aware of what is being taught in your church by reading your Bible daily, you will know when it is time to come out (Revelation 18:4).
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