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The Feast of Ingathering
Leviticus Chapter 23
The fifteenth day of the seventh month of the Hebrew calendar, that is, on the last day of September or early October” is the “Feast of Tabernacles”, or “Feast of Shelter.” In Exodus 23:14, we read that the Lord said to Moses that all adult male were required to attend three yearly Feasts at the Tabernacle: the feast of unleavened bread, the Feast of harvest, and the Feast of Tabernacles. These feasts are often known as the feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles.
The Feast of Tabernacles, also called the Feast of ingathering, is a special celebration involving the whole family. Like Passover, this feast taught family members of all ages about God’s nature and what he had done for them, and is a time to renewed commitment to God. Our families also need these celebrations to renew our faith and pass it on to our children, when we celebrate The Lords Feast days to commemorate God’s goodness. The institution of the feast of tabernacles, which was one of the three great feasts at which all the males were bound to attend, is celebrated with more expressions of joy than any of them, because it typifies the joy that the faithful of God shall have on that day when Jesus returns to take his followers home to heaven (1Thess. 4:13-18).
“And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy labors, which thou hast sown in the field”: and the feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labors out of the field” (Ex. 23:16). The feast of the Tabernacles is a rehearsal, a reminder of the feast of harvest of the Lord that is in the future.  This feast which takes place at the end of the year, was intended to call to our attention of the time when the Lord shall gather in the fruits of his labors at the end, which he has sown in the field: which is in the world, when he shall gather in all his children out of this world into his Kingdom. All God’s followers will be brought safely to him; not one will be overlooked or forgotten.
The Feast of Tabernacles is also known as the ceremony of booths to recall Israel’s redemption out of Egypt.  This celebration was not established only for the children of Israel but it was to become a memorial for all nations through the person of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the generations of God’s children who were never literally in Egypt, the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles should always remind them of the time they were in the world as sinners without God, before they were saved and redeemed through the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has made us priests of the Almighty God, and he The Lord Jesus as our High Priest for ever (Rev. 5:9, 10; 6:20). 

Will all the priests of the later generations come from the Old Testament tribe of Levi? The Scriptures in Revelation 7 tells us that the priests of Jesus Christ of the later days will not necessary come from the tribe of Levi, rather that a great multitude which no man could number, of all nations [not races], and kindred, and people, and tongue. These were selected by God out of nations and brought into his church, and these stood before the throne. In other words, God will have a greater harvest of souls among the Gentiles than he would have among the Israelites.

The celebration usually lasts for eight days and comes at the end of the harvest and vintage. The first and last days of the Feast are celebrated by holy convocations, in other words as Sabbath days. In the Old Testament time, the people camped out in booths for this celebration, family by family in commemoration of the wilderness life of the Hebrews when they left Egypt. But the followers of Jesus Christ in later days shall dwell in the presence of the Almighty God, and shall serve him day and night in his temple, and God Almighty shall dwell among them for ever. 

At this feast, priests drew water from the pool of Siloam and poured it out in libation [the act of pouring out water as sacrifice] upon the altar of the temple. In the manner of the text of Isaiah 12:3, "Therefore, with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation," the evening was characterized by exuberant joy. In our time and as it was in the Old, the feast is to be celebrated annually exactly as prescribed in the Scriptures but without animal sacrifices, instead with thanksgiving to the Almighty God. 

The joy of harvest ought to be improved for the furtherance of our joy in God. “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, and all that dwell therein,” and therefore whatever we have the comfort of He must have the glory of, especially when any mercy is perfected. It was a typical feast, and because our blessed Savior The Lord Jesus was born much about the time of this feast (Luke 2:8-11); when he left his mansions of light above to tabernacle among us (John. 1:14; Isa. 7:14; 9:6), and he dwelt in booths. And the worship of God under the New Testament is prophesied of under the notion of keeping the feast of tabernacles, (Zech. 14:16). For, the gospel of Jesus Christ teaches us to dwell in tabernacles, to sit loose to this world, as those that have here no continuing city, but by faith, and hope and holy contempt of present things, we are to go out to Jesus Christ without the camp, in field of harvesting souls for the Kingdom of God (Heb. 13:13, 14). It teaches us to rejoice before the Lord our God, for in Jesus Christ have we received our atonement. Those are the circumcision, Israelites indeed, that always rejoice in Christ Jesus, (Phil. 3:3). And the more we are taken off from this world the less liable we are to the interruption of our joys. The summary and conclusion of these institutions, is that God appointed these feasts besides the weekly Sabbaths and our free-will offerings. This teaches us, that calls to extraordinary services will not excuse us from our constant stated performances in our profession as Christians. Within the days of the feast of tabernacles there must fall at least one Sabbath, which must be as strictly observed as any other. That God’s institutions leave room for free-will offerings, does not warrant that we may invent what he never instituted, but we may repeat what he has instituted, ordinarily, the oftener the better. God is well pleased with a willing people.
Worship involves both celebration and confession. The God of the Bible encourages joy! God does not intend for our relationship with him to be only meditation and introspection. He also wants us to celebrate and be joyful. Of course, serious reflection and immediate confessions of sin to the Lord Jesus Christ is essential and should be our habit as Christians. But this should be balanced by celebrating who God is and what he has done for his people.
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