Sabbath Day Sermon on October 3rd, 2020.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Power of Prayer
James Chapter 5: [vv. 14-16] KJV.
In this chapter, James begins by proclaiming the worthlessness of riches, not the worthlessness of the rich.  Today’s money will be worthless when Jesus Christ returns, so we should spend our time accumulating treasures that will be worthwhile in God Almighty’s Kingdom [Matthew 6:19-21]. Money is not the problem, but it is the love of money that leads to evil [1 Timothy 6:10]. This is a warning to all Christians who are tempted to adopt worldly standards rather than God Almighty’s standards, and encouragement to all those who are oppressed by the rich. [Romans 12:1, 2].
The “just” in verse 6 are the defenseless people, probably poor laborers. The poor who could not pay their debts and were thrown in prison or forced to sell all their possessions, and at times, even sell their family members into slavery. With no opportunity to work off their debts, poor people often died of starvation. God Almighty called this murder. Hoarding money, exploiting employees, and living self-indulgently will not escape God Almighty’s notice and judgment.
Prayer to God Almighty availeth much. It avails much with God Almighty. It avails much in the history of His Church and people. Prayer is the one great power which the Church can exercise in securing the working of God Almighty’s omnipotence in the world.

The prayer of a righteous man availeth much. That is, a person who has the righteousness of Jesus Christ, not only as a garment covering him but as a life power inspiring him, as a new man “created in righteousness and true holiness” [Ephesians 4:24]. A person that lives as “the servant to righteousness” [Romans 6:16, 19]. These are the righteous whom the LORD loveth and whose prayer hath power [Psalm 116:18, 19; 1 John 3:22].
When Jesus Christ gave His great promises in the last night it was to those who keep His commandments. “If you love Me, ye will keep My commandments; and I will pray for the Father, and He will give you another Comforter” [John 14:15, 16]. “If ye keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My love; and ye shall ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto you” [John 15:7, 10].

16-18. In the verse of our study text, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” It is only when the righteous person stirs up himself or herself and rouses his or her whole being to take hold of God Almighty that the prayer availeth much. As Jacob said: “I will not let thee go” [Genesis 32:26]; as the importunate widow gave the just Judge no rest [Luke 18:1-8], so it is that the effectual fervent prayer effects great things.

And then comes the effectual fervent prayer of many righteous. When two or three agree, there is the promise of an answer. How much more when hundreds and thousands unite with one accord to cry to God Almighty to display His mighty power on behalf of His people [Mathew 18:19, 20].
The Christian’s most powerful resource is communion with God Almighty through prayer. The results are often greater than we thought were possible. Some people see prayer as a last resort to be tried when all else fails. This is backward. Prayer should come first. Since God Almighty’s power is infinitely greater than our own, it only makes sense to rely on it, especially because He encourages us to do so.
Let us join those who have united themselves to call upon God Almighty for the mighty power of His Holy Spirit in His Church. What a great and blessed work, and what a sure prospect, in God Almighty’s time, of an abundant answer! My friends, let us pray to God Almighty individually and unitedly for the grace of the effectual fervent prayer which availeth much.
In these verses of our study text 14-16, we are urged to pray always, and as to what to do when a member of the Christian community is ill, the example of Elijah should be the model of a powerful and persistent prayer [1 Kings 18]. Again, James expresses his sense of the completeness of faith permeating our lives, whether things are going well or ill, we should “draw near to God Almighty” in prayer is a good general principle. Misfortune and illness are not signs of divine displeasure, and so the leaders of the group are urged to show charity and to pray over and anoint the sick with oil. The prayer must be made wholeheartedly and this prayer of faith will not only restore bodily health but lead to forgiveness of sins.
As people who are undertaking a great thing have to prepare themselves and summon all their power to their aid, so Christians need to prepare themselves to pray, “with their whole heart and strength.” This is the law of the Kingdom. Prayer needs the sacrifice of ease of time, of self. The secret of powerful prayer is sacrifice. It was thus with Jesus Christ, the great intercessor. It is written of Him, “When thou shall make His soul an offering for sin, He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he hath poured out his soul unto death” [Isaiah 53:12]. In Gethsemane “He offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears.” Prayer is a sacrifice. David said: Let my prayer be set forth before me as incense and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice [Psalm 141.2].
Prayer is a sacrifice. Our prayer has its worth along with being rooted in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. He gave up everything in His prayer: “Thy Will be done,” our posture and disposition must ever be the offering up of everything to God Almighty and His service.” Need we wonder at the lack of power in our prayer where there is so much reluctance to make the needful sacrifice in waiting upon God Almighty? Jesus Christ, the Jesus we trust in, the Jesus Christ that lives in us, offered Himself a sacrifice to God Almighty. It is as this Spirit lives and rules in us, that we shall receive power from Him as intercessors to pray the effectual prayer that availeth much.
19, 20. However, the person who has slipped away is a believer who has fallen into sin, that is, one who is no longer living a life consistent with the Christian beliefs. Many discussions are going around in the Christian community whether or not a person can lose his or her salvation. There is no question about it that salvation is lost when the presence of the Holy Spirit is lost in a Christian.  
One of the places in Scripture where we read about grieving the Holy Spirit is in Ephesians 4:29-32. To grieve means to make sad or sorrowful. It means to cause sorrow, pain, or distress. The apostle Paul writes: “Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful so that your words will be an encouragement to those who hear them. And do not grieve God Almighty’s Holy Spirit by the way you live.  Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of malicious behavior. Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God Almighty through Jesus Christ has forgiven you.”
Remember what Jesus said: “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. If a man loves me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.”
Hebrew 10:26-29 makes it clear for all to understand that turning your back on these truths, and willful knowledge, choosing to willfully and continually sin, makes one an apostate. Why apostate and not an unbeliever? An unbeliever may not have been exposed to the truth and knowledge of Jesus Christ, but an apostate once did believe and had benefitted from the faith in Jesus Christ. The apostate is then beyond salvation because he or she has rejected the one true sacrifice for sin: The Lord Jesus Christ. If Jesus Christ's sacrifice is rejected, then all hope of salvation is gone. To turn away willfully from this sacrifice leaves no sacrifice; it leaves only sin, the penalty for which is eternal death in the Lake of Fire.

Therefore, those who move away from their faith are in serious trouble and need to repent. James urges Christians to help backsliders return to God Almighty, and acting in love we can meet the person where he or she is and bring them back to God Almighty and his forgiveness.
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