Sabbath Day Sermon of October 31, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
Every Life Must Account to God

Ecclesiastes Chapter 12
Since every life must account to God, it does make sense to obey the command to live for the Creator of you and everything that was created. In this chapter we are told by King Solomon to remember now, not later, because it might be too late. These are the words of a man who had 300 wives and 700 concubines, and enough gold and silver stored away that in our time, the Templars went killing to lay their hands on the pile in Jerusalem. So this chapter is an excellent portrayal of the changes brought on by old age; its effects on his mind and body, the gradual deterioration which overtakes us all.

A life without God can produce a bitter, lonely, and hopeless old age. A life centered on God is fulfilling; it makes the “evil days,” that is, when disabilities, sickness, and handicaps cause barriers to enjoying life, satisfying because of the hope of eternal life.  Being young is exciting. But the excitement of youth can become a barrier to closeness with God it makes you as a young person focus on passing pleasures instead of eternal values. For those that are still young, make your strength available to God when it is still yours during your youthful years. My friend, do not waste your youthful years on evil or meaningless activities that become bad habits and make you callous. Seek God now, and save yourself the pain of the evil days to come.
7-9. The body perishes, but the spirit returns to God Almighty who made it and gave it. God will judge the spirit or soul which is the real you. The king wants you to know that the body will die, but your spirit which is the real you will live forever. There are only two places where your spirit could go depending on how you lived your life on earth: heaven or hell. Again, you may have already chosen or are in the process of choosing where you would spend eternity by the way you keep on living.  Again, you should know that children of God are those who believe in Jesus Christ (John 1:12). But those who do not or would not believe in Jesus are already condemned to spend eternity in the Lake of Fire (John 3:18, 19). 
If you are still confused about the body and spirit thing, well we all get a preview of what it is like when we fall asleep. When you are asleep the body rests, but the spirit never sleeps. Because your spirit never sleeps, that is why you have those dreams. This is the part of you that will never die when your physical body dies. God made everyone one of us a spirit like he is. Also, remember he made you in his image, that includes that you are to live forever (Genesis 1:26); but you are the one that will choose where to spend your eternity. You can choose Jesus Christ today if you would like to spend eternity with your Father in heaven; the only other choice would be to spend it with Satan also known as Lucifer in the Lake of Fire. My friend, the choice is yours. While you ponder over this, remember that Jesus is waiting for you to ask him to save you and usher you into his Kingdom. Call to Jesus today, and he will save you and give you eternal life.
The silver cord, golden bowl, wheel; today these would be nice cars, mansions, good career, money in the bank etc., all these are life’s fragility or things easily destroyed or lost. How easily death comes to us; how swiftly that it does not even let you pack a bag for the trip to eternity, and unexpectedly you can return to the dust from which you came. Life must be recognized as a precious gift from God, which must be used wisely and not squandered frivolously or as in lacking seriousness. When we are stripped of the breath of God, the body returns to the dust; that is why they have the cemetery, a place of dust and sand. Stripped of God’s purpose in whatever we do, our work is in vain, says Solomon who tried it all. Stripped of God’s love, our service is futile. We must put God first over all we do and in all we do, because without him we have nothing (John 15:5). Solomon realized that life is futile without God, this knowledge motivates the wise person to seek God first. The wise mentioned here, is a person who has the fear of the Lord which is the beginning of knowledge and godly wisdom.
10-12. As a goad or an ox goad, so is a wise word or important truth. It might be unpleasant when first applied, but it will keep you moving in God’s direction. Truth can be taught in a compelling fashion or in such a way that the listener does not profit from it. Some have said that truth should be made palatable and clothed in garments of beauty. But to be effective, God’s truth should be taught, given, or shared as is in his Word.
When it comes to opinions about life and philosophies about how we should live, they could be read and studied forever without attaining to God’s truth. It might not be wrong for a wise mind to study them, purposefully, to understand those opinions, and filter them out, especially those opinions that are contrary to the Word of God, as to warn the simple minded about them. But we must spend the majority of our time feeding on the truth of God’s Word. Godly wisdom should lead to action, says King Solomon. Wise students of the Bible will understand and do what they are taught. Becasue our time on earth is so short, we should use it to learn important God’s truths, for they affect this life and where we would spend eternity.
13-14. The preacher sums up the whole matter of one’s philosophy of life. Every notion has its opposing notion and when life has been searched, no final answers are available from that search, because they cannot be found in human endeavors. Worldly wisdom is not enough. We should acknowledge the evil, foolishness, and injustice in life, yet maintain a positive attitude and strong faith in God.  There is a revelation which comes from God and not from outward observation. All of life may be comprehended in this dictum or noteworthy statement: Fear God, and keep his commandments; this is the entire duty of man. At any time and under all circumstances, the best that man can do is to trust God.
The antidotes presented by the king for the two main ailments he spoke of in his book are: those who lack purpose and direction in life should respect God Almighty and follow his principles for living. Those who think life is unfair should remember that God will review every person’s life to determine how he or she has responded to him. My friend, if you have never responded to God the right way, it is time to commit your life to God, both present and future. He will change it and make your life to measure up to his standards. Then will you be ready to spend eternity with him in his Kingdom where you ought to be as his child when your body dies.
One of the best inducements to live the righteous life as pointed out by Solomon lies in the fact that God will bring every work into judgment. All the secrets of men’s heart will be revealed to determine the goodness and the badness of them (Luke 8:17). You will not be able to use life’s inequities as an excuse for failing to live righteously. You need to recognize that human effort apart from God Almighty is futile. No matter what the mysteries and apparent contradictions of life are, you must work toward the single purpose of knowing God. My friend, Jesus is knocking at the door of your heart to bring you home to the Father. Call to him today, and he will forgive your sins, save you and give you eternal life.
My friend, put God first now; receive everything good as a gift from God, and realize that God will judge every person’s life; whether good or evil. It is strange to see how people spend their lives striving for the enjoyment that God gives freely as a gift in Jesus Christ. Solomon says some of the righteous will enter into life empty-handed; others who turned many to righteousness shall be richly rewarded with many crowns, and shall shine as stars forever and ever (Daniel 12:3).
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