Sabbath Day Sermon of October 29, 2016
Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Humility and Forgiveness Will Get You to Heaven
Matthew Chapter 18
In this chapter Jesus in response to his disciples’ question “Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?” says that “unless you be converted or born again and become like little children, you shall not enter into the Kingdom of heaven. Jesus was not talking about the stature of the child or that you must reduce yourself to the size of a child to enter into the kingdom of God. He was referring to the heart of a child. The key word is converted or born again and be transformed into a new person by the Holy Spirit from the Father (John 3:3; 14:16). This happens when you accept Jesus Christ as your LORD and savior, and as a child of God Almighty (John 1:12), your new life in Jesus is likened to that of a child who is harmless, inoffensive, and not malicious. True Christians are to imitate the virtues of a child, shunning the vices of adults whose values mark them off as lacking moral excellence.

6-10. Jesus says, “Whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. In other words, to love children is to love Jesus Christ and his Father. If you ask how? It is because the children are the LORD’s inheritance. Meaning that the children we call ours actually belong to God Almighty. Children as the fruits of the womb are a reward for becoming a member of God’s created institution of Marriage (Psalm 127:3, 5). “But whoso shall offend one of these little one which believe in me, it were better for him or her that a millstone were hanged about his or her neck, and that he or she were thrown down in the depth of the sea.”  Meaning that anyone that will cause a child to stumble and stop believing in Jesus Christ, this person’s punishment before God Almighty should rather be imagined than expressed. 
How can anyone cause a child to stumble and stop believing in Jesus Christ? Jesus seems to say that it is evident that children already believe in God. He warned of the ways that children could be caused to loose faith and stop believing in Him. They could be caused to stumble and stop believing by tempting them, neglecting or demeaning them, physical and verbal abuse, molestation, abortion, and teaching false doctrine to them.  Again, a child in the womb could hear as it is proven in the story of Elizabeth and Mary the mother Jesus, that John in the womb heard Mary’s voice and lipped for joy in Elizabeth’s womb. Also, in me and my wife’s experiences during the pregnancy of our daughter and after her birth at the hospital when she recognized my voice and turned to see where I was in less than an hour after she was born, this is why abortion is murder. Unfortunately, the enemies of America have promulgated their law and forced it upon the nation that an unborn child is not a person. This evil also will the Almighty God judge in due time. 
Jesus says that there is no doubt that evil will always be present in the world because some people will always choose to create and do evil, but woe to that man or woman that will be the source of evil in the society. Here “the Valley of Hinnon,” is used to describe the place to which unrepentant sinners go. This is to give sinners an idea of what hell will be like for them if they do not repent of their sinful ways.  Its fire is unquenchable and the torment unending. In the Old Testament the Valley of Hinnon” or Topheth was the place where infants were immolated or sacrificed to satan, and where the repulsive idols of Molech was worshipped. This Molech is the same one that is worshipped today in San Francisco by the Elite and world leaders. These perversions occurred during the reigns of Ahaz and Manasseh. Later King Josiah converted the area into a city dump where fire smoldered continually. It became a fitting symbol for hell, or the lake of fire.

11-16. Our concern for children must parallel God’s treatment of them. Certain angels are assigned to watch over children, and they have direct access to God Almighty. These words ring out sharply in cultures where children are taken lightly, ignored, or aborted. If their angels have constant access to God, the least we can do is to allow children to approach us easily in spite of our far too busy schedules. Just as a shepherd is concerned enough about one lost sheep to go search the hills for it, so God Almighty is concerned about every human being he creates; he is not willing that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9). When relating to children, you should steer them toward Jesus Christ by your example, your words, and your acts of kindness.
Here Jesus provides us with guidelines for dealing with those who sin against us. They were meant for true Christians, not unbelievers; sins against you and not others, and conflict resolution in the context of the Church, not the community at large. True Christians must not see Jesus’ words as a license for a frontal attack on every person who hurts or slights them. Neither should it be a license to start a destructive gossip campaign or to call for a Church trial. They are designed to bring about the reconciliation of those who disagree so that all true Christians can live in harmony and in truth.  My friends, when someone wrongs you, do not turn away in hatred or resentment, seek revenge, or engage in gossip. Rather you are to go to that person first as difficult as that may be, and tell him or her how you feel about what he or she did to you. Then you should forgive that person as often as he or she needs it.
17-21. “Let him or her be unto thee as a heathen man a publican,” i.e., “Let him or her be excommunicated.” In addition to ordaining the church, God also ordained its government and order. Church discipline is the gift of God and excommunication is the means where by discipline is to be enforced. The rules are simple enough: a Christian who has something against his brother or sister should first confront him or her privately; if this does not effect a positive result, the offended party is to go to the offender accompanied by two or three witnesses; if the first to steps do not work, the offended brother or sister is to take the matter to the church. If the guilty brother or sister will not repent and refuses to accept discipline, he is to be excommunicated. This action cuts him off from the fellowship of all believers.

The binding and loosing refers to the decisions of the Church in conflicts. Among believers, there is no court of appeals beyond the Church. Ideally, the Church’s decisions should be God-guided and based on discernment of his Word. Because whatever that is not according to the Word of God that is bound on earth cannot be bound in heaven. Therefore, believers have the responsibility to bring their problems to the Church and the Church has the responsibility to use God’s guidance in seeking to resolve conflicts.  Handling problems God’s way does have an impact, and will always impact now and forever.  Churches are to maintain sound doctrine; maintain order (Titus 1:5; 1 Corinthians 11:34); rebuke and deal with offenders (1 Timothy 5:20; 2 Timothy 4:2). True Christians are to accept the Church’s correction that are according to the teachings of the Scriptures and should submit to its discipline (Hebrews 13:17: 2Corinthians 10:8; 13:10). The purpose of excommunication is to bring the guilty to repentance. The penalty is incidental to restoration and is often the very means by which repentance takes place.
22-35. On the formula for forgiveness, it is until seventy times seven, that is, four hundred and ninety times in one day. On what basis does Jesus say we should forgive anyone this many times? God has forgiven you and will forgive you an unlimited number of times. Realizing how completely Jesus Christ had forgiven us should produce a free and generous attitude of forgiveness toward others. When we do not forgive others, we are setting ourselves above Jesus Christ’s law of love. Therefore, we are commanded to forgive those who have sinned against us just as many times as God has forgiven us. 

Jesus gives a perfect description of the body of Jesus Christ, also known as his Congregation or the Church, when he said that, “Where two or three are gather in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” In other words, Jesus looked forward to a new day when he would be present with his followers not in the flesh, but through the Holy Spirit. In the body of believers, the sincere agreement of two people is more powerful than the superficial agreement of thousands, because Jesus Christ’s Holy Spirit is with them. Truly two or more believers, filled with the Holy Spirit, will pray according to God’s will, not their own, and thus their request will be granted.

In the story of the certain king which would take account of his servers, the basic teaching of this illustration is the absolute necessity of forgiveness. The unmerciful debtor owed the king a great sum of money, and his debt was forgiven him. Then this man refused to forgive a fellow servant’s debt, which was insignificant when compared to the debt the king had forgiven him. He unmercifully pressed for payment and jailed the man who owed him this small sum. The lesson here from Jesus’ illustration is plain: we have been forgiven our sins, which are the heaviest of all debts; therefore, we should forgive others, whose debts are small by comparison. If you will not forgive others, neither will God Almighty forgive your debts to him.
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