Sabbath Day Sermon of October 24, 2020.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Intercession of the Holy Spirit for the Saints
Romans Chapter 8[27]
“He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of Spirit. Because He maketh intercession for the saints according to the Will of God Almighty (Romans 8:27).

What a light these words cast upon the life of prayer in the hearts of the saints! We know what we should pray for as we ought. How often this hinders our prayer or hinders the faith that is essential to its success. But here we are told for our encouragement, that the Holy Spirit maketh intercession for us with groanings that cannot be uttered: “He maketh intercession for the saints according to the Will of God Almighty.”

What a prospect is here opened up to us. Where and how does the Spirit make intercession for the saints? In no other way than that, in the heart which is according to the Will of God Almighty. This, of course, implies that we trust Him to do his work in us and that we tarry before God Almighty even when we know what to pray, in the assurance that the Holy Spirit is praying in us. This implies further that we take time to tarry in God Almighty’s presence, that we exercise an unbounded dependence upon the Holy Spirit who has been given us to cry “Abba Father” within us, even when we have nothing to offer but groaning and sighs that cannot be uttered.

What a difference it would make in the life of many of God Almighty’s saints if we realized this. We have not only Jesus Christ the Son of God Almighty, the great High Priest, ever-living to intercede for us, we have not only liberty of asking in faith, what we desire, and the promise that it shall be given to us, but we have actually and in very deed the Holy Spirit, “The Spirit of grace and supplication,” to carry on, in the depths of our being, His work of interceding for us according to the Will of God Almighty.

What a call to separate ourselves from the world, to yield ourselves wholeheartedly to the leading and praying of the Spirit within us, deeper than all our thoughts or expectations. What a call to surrender ourselves in the stillness of soul, resting in the Lord Jesus and waiting patiently for Him, as the Holy Spirit prays within us not only for ourselves but especially for all saints according to the Will of God Almighty.

In John 17: 11, 20-23, Jesus in His High Priestly prayer to His Father says: “Holy Father, keep them in Thy Name those whom Thou hast given me that they may be one, even as we are. Neither prays I for them alone, but for them also which believe on me through their word; that they may all be one, even as Thou, Father, art in me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in us. And the glory which Thou hast given me I have given unto them; that they may be one, even as we are one; I in them, and Thou in me, that they may be perfect into one; that the world may know that Thou didst send me.”

My friends, I want you to notice carefully how the Lord used the expression, “that they may be one,” five times over. It is as if He felt the need of laying the emphasis strongly upon these words if we are really to realize the chief thought of His High Priestly prayer. He longs that the words and the thought shall in very deed have the same place in our hearts that they have in His. 
As He was on the way to go to the Father through the cross, He would have us understand that He took the thought and the desire with Him to heaven, to make it the object of His unceasing intercession there. And he entrusted the words to us that we should take them into the world with us, and make them the object of our unceasing intercession too. That alone would enable us to fulfill the last, the new command, which He gave, that we should love the brethren as He loved us, that our joy might be full.

How little the Church has understood this; how little its different branches are marked by a fervent affectionate love to all the saints of whatever name or denomination. Shall we not welcome heartily the invitation to make this prayer, “That they may be one” a chief part of our daily fellowship with God Almighty? How simple it would be when once we connected the two words, “Our Father,” with all the children of God Almighty throughout the world. Each time we used these sacred words we would only have to expand the word “Our “ into all the largeness and riches of God Almighty’s Father love, and our hearts would soon learn as naturally as we say “Father” with the thought of His infinite love and or love to Him, to say ‘Our” with the childlike affection to all the saints of God Almighty, whoever and wherever they may be. The prayer that “they may be one” would then become a joy and strength, a deeper bond of fellowship with Jesus Christ and all His saints, and an offer of a sweet savor to the Father of love who lives forever. 

Looking back to John 17: 1 Jesus prays to His Father to restore to him the glory he had with Him from the foundation of the universe.  In verse 22 we read of what he did with the glory that the Father had restored to Him. In verse 2 the Father had given him power over all flesh, and to give eternal life to all that will follow Him. Here we learn that eternal life consists in recognizing this divine presence that eternal life is that we should know the Father as the only true God Almighty, and the one whom He has sent is eternal life.

In verse 4, Jesus speaks of having finished the work the Father gave him to do. We read more of this finished work in John 10:14-18 and Hebrews 10:7-20. The true nature of God Almighty which is love is manifested in Jesus Christ's self-sacrificing death on the cross of Calvary. In John 17:22, Jesus speaks of what he has done with the glory that the Father had given him: “And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one; in them and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou has sent me, and hast loved them as thou hast loved me. 
So if we may ask, how much do you think the Father loves Jesus? If you answer that the Father loves Jesus as much as He loves you, why then can you not do the works that he does?  In addition to his glory that Jesus has given you as a Christian, in verse 24, Jesus requests of the Father to allow you to come to heaven so you can be with him where he is, and be allowed to sit with him on his throne. Now if the Father loves you as much as he loves Jesus, why is it that what you decree do not happen? Could it be that you are not aware of your lukewarmness?
Now we are going to look at what Jesus said and did in these verses from an unbeliever’s perspective who became a Christian after an encounter with Jesus Christ, and what it means to be a lukewarm Christian in the eyes of God Almighty. Jesus is going to give us the definition of lukewarm Christians in the following excerpts from the testimony of a former Islamic Cleric who is today a prophet of God Almighty.

My prayer …I’m saying this for my Muslim brothers to understand. My prayer is that The Lord Jesus Christ who appeared to me, that he would continue to appear to my Muslim brothers and sisters. I discovered that this is the best way for them to remain as Christians. If a pastor preaches to them or somebody, if care is not taken, even if they come out of Islam, they’ll start having doubts or maybe they may return to Islam. Why? Because of maybe the persecution and of the difficulties. But If Jesus himself doesn’t appear to them, nothing will change my brother. It’s a powerful thing to encounter Jesus because it keeps you on the right path! 

The Persecution

So I was worried, I started doubting, and why I am saying this …me myself I started doubting when my father slapped me and locked me in a room, I started doubting, I started losing faith, but then all of a sudden that Voice told me that, my son, don’t doubt, don’t think like that, “I was amazed.” What I was thinking in my heart was that if my father comes, I will tell him to forgive me. My father is right, this is not God Almighty that visited me; that it was a demon spirit. So what I was even thinking, this voice knew that. He tells me, “my son, don’t think like that. I am the Holy Spirit; don’t call me The Voice from today. I am the Holy Spirit. I am the third person of the Trinity in the Christendom.” 
And I said, ah ... but the person who appeared to me on Monday at about 3:45 am says he is Jesus He came in a very powerful light, and his voice was, powerful, it’s like when you’re around the Riverside, the sea, like the sound of many waters. [Ezekiel 43:2; Revelation 1:15; 19:6]. That’s how I heard him, and then why is yours a still small voice, and why are you saying you’re the Holy Spirit? “He said yes, indeed Jesus visited you in his glory on Monday, at about 3:45, but right now, Jesus is at the right hand of the Father interceding for the believers [Romans 8:34]. I am the Holy Spirit. I’m the third person of the Godhead, don’t be afraid. Don’t think like that. From today, if there’s anything to think of, my son, as a child of God, think what is pure, think what is holy, think what is righteous, and think what is faithful, because, against such my son, there is no law” [Galatians 5:22-23].
As a man thinketh in his heart, my son, so is he [Proverbs 23:7]. Don’t think negatively. It’s not part of My Kingdom. Fear is not part of my Kingdom. Doubt is not part of my Kingdom, it’s of Satan. Don’t doubt, I have created the whole world, the whole world is my creation, but of all the religions only the Christendom is my creation. 

Cleric: “I said, ah ... how do you mean?”

So you mean Muslims are not part of it? [1 Peter 2:9] He says yes, the Christendom are My royal priests, a peculiar people, and a holy nation, I created them to reign in life as kings [Revelation 5:10], but since they’re having a problem, some of them, many of them are also not reigning. They claim to believe in Me, but they see my Bible as a storybook, some see it as a novel. Some even think that the miracles that are inside My book [The Bible], when I was on earth, the great Jesus was on earth they are not believing them anymore [Hebrews 4:12]. They don’t know My Word is powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword. They don’t know that. So they’re full of fear and doubt. Those kinds of Christians, my son I don’t want you to become like them. I call them lukewarm Christians [Revelation 3:15-16].

Cleric: And I said, what is lukewarm Christian, I don’t understand, Holy Spirit? He says, yes, they believe me today, the next 5 minutes, they doubt, so that is why they’re not getting what they should be getting. Because the Christians, my son are my royal priests. Whatever they decree on the earth will be decreed in heaven, what they loosen on the earth will be loosed in heaven. But why is it not happening that way? The Holy Spirit said, “Because they are doubters” [Matthew 18:18-20].  “They worship me, some of them with their lips, but their hearts are far away from me, it’s not there, that is why my son” [Matthew 15:8]. From today, believe, don’t be like that only believe, my son. “They that believe out of their bellies shall flow rivers of living water” [John 7:8]. Don’t ever doubt, now hold the doorknob. I said, oh… but the door is locked, “He said to hold it, “I have the keys for all the doors, if I shut it, no man can open it and if I open it no man can shut it” [Revelation 3:7].
When I held the doorknob, it’s like someone put a key in the lock and unlocked it, the door was opened. For a moment I thought I was going mad my Muslim brothers, I could not believe this, but I was afraid because the security man was at the door. The Holy Spirit said no, the man cannot see you. I said oh… the man will see me, he’s there, and he has eyes and ears. Then the Holy Spirit said, “no my son, it’s high time for you to believe my word, it’s high time for you to honor my word. Walkthrough; the man will not see you.” I said the man will see me! “He said no, my son. They have eyes but they cannot see, they have ears but they cannot hear. The god of this world has blinded their eyes; let the light of the glory of the gospel of Jesus Christ, who is the image of God to shine onto them”[Mark 4:12]. They cannot see, walk through the door!” And I walked through the door, nobody said a word. I could not believe this.

My friends, Jesus Christ is the beginning, ruler, supreme authority, and the origin of all creation. Satan knows that Jesus created him, and he confesses it, but by his own choice he chose to be rebellious. Since lukewarm water makes a disgusting drink, therefore Lukewarm Christians are distasteful and repugnant. These kinds of Christians do not stand for anything; indifference leads them to idleness and self destruct. By neglecting to do anything for Jesus Christ, they become hardened and self-satisfied that leads to self-destruction. 

Lukewarm Christians that are unaware they are, falsely assume that lots of material possessions are a sign of God Almighty’s spiritual blessing. Because everything seems to be working out for them, they think it is God Almighty’s blessing, but God Almighty does not bless those that are lukewarm, it is the dragon beast that is blessing them, as he waits on them to harvest their souls. Whenever a person who claims to be a Christian is living in sin and he or she is blessed, the blessing is not coming from the Lord Jesus. It is the Antichrist who is the dragon that is giving them material things. This beast in Lucifer’s second heaven is blessing many people who live in sin with material things to encourage a life of sin to prepare their souls for the lake of fire and brimstone.
There is nothing more disgusting than a halfhearted, in name only Christian who is self-sufficient. My friends don’t settle for following God Almighty halfway. Let Jesus Christ fire up your faith and get you in the action that leads to the Kingdom of God Almighty.
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