Sabbath Day Sermon of October 24, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Believer’s Life Is Rooted in Jesus Christ

Colossians Chapter 3

The resurrection of Jesus Christ as the climax of God’s redemptive work will always be the Gospel message of the true apostolic Congregation of Jesus Christ. The apostles in their preaching as recorded in the book of Acts continually emphasized the fact that Jesus Christ has risen from the dead. When Peter faced the Sanhedrin his main point was, “Jesus Christ whom you crucified God raised from the dead” (Acts 4:10).

When Paul says, that if you have been raised with Jesus Christ, that is, if you are really a true Christian, you ought to have put on the new nature by accepting Jesus and regarding your old sinful nature as dead. “For ye are dead,” Paul means those are risen with Jesus Christ should have as little desire for this world as a dead person has. Because the Christian’s real home is where Jesus Christ lives in heaven (John 14:2, 3). As true Christian this should give you a different perspective on your life here on earth. You are to “set your affection on things above.” In other words, you are to look at life from God’s perspective and seek what he desires. For those who would like to have all the good stuff in the world, this is the antidote to your materialism. My friend, you will learn to gain the proper perspective on material things when you take God’s view of them. Because the more you regard the world around you as God does, the more you will live in harmony with him. As true Christians, that is, those who are risen with Jesus Christ, we ought not to attach ourselves to what is only temporary.
3-7. Here, Paul says the same thing he says in Galatians 2:20. Jesus Christ is the believer’s life, for he or she who was dead has been made alive in Jesus Christ. And Jesus Christ lives in every believer.  Jesus will pray the Father to send the Holy Spirit, who will come from the Father and the Son. He will be our advocate. He is the Spirit of truth. He will abide with us and in us and never leave us. The Holy Spirit is equal in power and glory with the Lord Jesus Christ, so that the going of the Lord Jesus and the coming of the Holy Spirit means we have nothing less and need nothing more than what we have in Jesus. Thus the coming of the Holy Spirit is tantamount to the coming of Jesus Christ to the Christians’ hearts (John 14:15-21). All true Christians will appear with Jesus Christ in glory. And yet some occult demonic possessed minds in the religious area, not Christian, would want you to believe their devilish lie that you cannot have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. When Jesus said, you in me and I in the Father, this is how much personal relationship a true Christian has with Jesus and our Father in heaven   (John 14:20; 17:21). 
8-11. “Putting off the old man.” This is done by mortifying the body, that is, to consider yourself dead and unresponsive to evil desires: fornication, adultery, uncleanness or impurity, inordinate affection or lustful desires as in same sex, evil concupiscence or sex magick, covetousness or materialism, anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication, and lying. Just like diseased limbs of a tree, they must be cut off before they destroy you. You must make a conscious daily decision to remove anything that supports or feeds these desires and to rely on the Holy Spirit’s power. Any involvement in any of these things is pure idolatry, for these things will trigger God’s punishment on those who are disobedient in them.  
Now do you not wonder why our government and her friendly nations are approving and promoting these idolatrous acts for us to indulge ourselves? If you ask, “Is it because they want to destroy everything and every one of us by provoking God’s wrath over these sins they are promoting?” You got that right, and because they want for you what they have gotten for themselves in their packed with the devil; the hell fire where they will spend eternity, unless they repent. If they can’t go to heaven like their master Lucifer who was cast out, neither would they let anyone go to heaven. The whole world must be corrupted with everyone in it in disobedience to the commandments of God Almighty, and that will make it everyone’s fault that they could not go to heaven; so all go to hell in one hand basket; that is Satan’s and his agents ultimate goal for everyone on earth.
“Putting on the new man.” Now sanctification involves putting off certain things as stated in the previous paragraph. Then you are to put on other godly new things if you are to avoid going to the Lake of Fire with the masters of this world. The new things you must put on are what make you a new man or new woman, which is, you being renewed in the knowledge after the image of God that created you. When the sins of flesh have been put to death, then the things of life can come alive. So long as you live in sin, you are void of sanctification. 

Thus, a true Christian must be enrolled in the heavenly continuing education program. The more you know of Jesus Christ and his work, the more you are being changed to be like him. Again, this process no doubt is life-long, and you must never cease learning and obeying. The incentive is there for you to find, the rich treasures of growing in Jesus Christ. Of course, you will need to practice, review, patience, and concentration to keep in line with his will.
“Where there is neither Greek nor Jew.” The Christian Congregation should have no barriers of nationality, education, social standing, wealth, class or power; for God is not a respecter of persons (Acts 10:34; Galatians 5:6; Romans 2:25-29). Jesus Christ breaks down all barriers and accepts all people who sincerely come to him for salvation, as circumcision is of the heart not of the flesh. Nothing should keep you from telling others about Jesus Christ or accepting them into our fellowship of any and all believers (Ephesians 2:14-15). True Christians are in the business of building and restoring bridges, not setting up walls
12-17. If a Christian puts off the sin of the flesh without putting on the good characters describe in these verses, he or she is an empty vessel and will be of little use, and in danger of being possessed or used by enemy forces (Matthew 12:43). The Christian needs to be properly clothed with compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, and longsuffering as a garment. The key to forgiving others is remembering how much God has forgiven you. If you still find it difficult to forgive someone who has wronged you a little, remembering how much God has forgiven you in his infinite love and forgiveness should help you love and forgive others.
Despite our differences in opinion, true Christians are to live in perfect harmony. Despite their differences, true loving Christians will always work together. Such love is not a feeling, but a decision to meet others’ needs (1 Corinthians 13). Paul tells the Christian Congregation to let Jesus Christ peace be the umpire or referee in their hearts. The heart is the center of conflict because there are feelings and desires clash; our fears and hopes, distrust and trust, our jealousy and love. 

If you ask, “How can we deal with these constant conflicts and live as God wants? Paul explains that we must decide between conflicting elements by using the rule of peace. Which choice will promote peace in our soul and in our Congregation? God’s peace is different from the world’s peace. The end result of God’s peace in our lives is deep and lasting peace, unlike worldly peace which is usually defined as the absence of conflict. God’s peace in our heart is confident assurance in any circumstance; with Jesus Christ peace, we have no need to fear the present or the future. God’s peace is not found in positive thinking, in absence of conflict, or in good feelings. Real peace comes from knowing God is in control, our citizenship in Jesus Christ’s Kingdom is secure, our destiny is set, and our victory over sin is certain. As true Christians, we represent Jesus Christ at all times wherever we go and whatever we say. As a true ambassador of Jesus Christ, have you ever thought about the impressions people have of Jesus Christ when they see or talk with you?
18-21. Paul here repeats briefly what he had written to the Congregation of Jesus Christ at Ephesus about the Christian marriage, which is marriage between a man and a woman. Paul admonishes that husbands are to love their wives, and not to be bitter toward them; the wives are to love their husbands and honor them; children are to obey their parents in all things in accordance to the Word of God.
Paul says that the Christian wives are to submit themselves to the authority of their husbands. This recognizes that authority is essential to the Christian home (Genesis 3:16). Yet it is not unlimited, for a Christian wife is not required to submit to anything that violates conscience or requires any action contrary to the will of God. A wife is protected in her Christian home by the command that a husband love his wife. Love makes tyranny, unkindness, selfishness, and cruelty impossible. The husband is under the command of God to love his wife, because she is one with him (Genesis 2:24). A wife has the right to support, sympathy, protection, and happiness. “A wife need never fear to obey her husband or whose love she is sure.”
"Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.” Let not your authority over them be exercised with rigor and severity, but with kindness and gentleness, lest you raise their passions and discourage them in their duty, and by holding the reins too tight make them fly out with greater fierceness.’’ The bad temper and example of imprudent parents often prove a great hindrance to their children and a stumbling-block in their way. The purpose of parental discipline should be to help children grow, not to hurt or discourage them. No doubt parenting is not easy; it takes lots of patience to raise children in a loving Jesus Christ’s honoring manner. But frustration and anger should not be causes for discipline. Instead parents should act in love, treating their children as Jesus treats the people he loves. This is vital to children development and to their concept of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4). And it is by the tenderness of parents, and dutifulness of children, that God ordinarily furnishes his church with a seed to serve him, and propagates the Gospel of Jesus Christ from age to age. 
22-25. The Scriptures lay down three broad principles governing the relationship between employers and employees or servants and masters: (1) servants are to obey their masters and serve them well (3:22; Ephesians 6:5-7; 1 Peter 2:18-20); (2) masters are to treat their employees or servants right (Ephesians 6:9); and (3) masters and servants alike are servants of God. Capital and labor must include God in their relationship for both are responsible to the Creator Almighty God.
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