Sabbath Day Sermon of October 22, 2011
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Pharisaism: The Sins of the Pharisees
Matthew Chapter 23.

We can find nowhere in the Gospels where Jesus speaks so scorchingly about men as he does about the scribes and the Pharisees in this chapters. He recognized the legitimacy of the office they held, but he made it clear that bad people can occupy good offices. The Pharisees boasted of the orthodoxy of their teaching and the goodness of their works. But what they said and what they did were not in agreement (Rom.2:19). Their talk was better than their work. Jesus says they are hypocrites; good people should not follow their practices.
Phylacteries, or prayer boxes,” were small leather cases containing strips of vellum on which were written the words from Exodus 13:1-16. Deut 6:-4-9; 11:12-21. Two such cases (called tephillim,” prayers”) were carried one on the forehead, and the other on the arm, in lateral compliance with Exod. 13:16; Deut. 6:8; 11:18 by observant Jewish men and especially adherents of Orthodox Judaism during morning weekday prayers. Boarders, or “fringes” were the four tassels; one at each corner or the cloak, that symbolized religious devotion (Num. 15:38-41). Jesus said that all of this was done for the purpose of parading their piety before men—and he condemned the practice. Their traditions and their interpretations and application of the laws had become as important to them as the Law itself. They took man made rules as seriously as God laws; told the people to obey these rules but did not do so themselves, or obeyed the rules, not to honor God, but to make themselves look good. Jesus condemned the hypocritical attitudes of the religious leaders. They knew the Scriptures but did no live by them. They did not care about being holy, just looking holy in order to receive the people’s admiration and praise.
The eight “woes” pronounced against the scribes and Pharisees included the fact that they were hypocrites, i.e., stage-players in religion. Their condition is woeful living their religion is vain, dying, their ruin is great. The Scribes and Pharisees were condemned by Jesus for permitting people to violate their vows. Taking an oath by the temple was subject to exemption, but if it was taken by the gold of the temple, it was binding. Jesus said that the gold was sanctified by the temple, not the temple by the gold. Taking an oath by the temple, he said, is binding because the oath is taken by the one who lives in it (God). Moreover, Jesus said no one can break a commandment on the ground that to keep it would violate an oath. Wicked men would then take many oaths in order to invalidate the commandments of God.
Zacharias, the author of the Old Testament Book of Zachariah. Some have argued that the Zachariah here is the one mentioned in 2 Chron. 24:20. This Zachariah was murdered (his father was said to be Jehoiada the priest). Since the Book of 2 Chron. appears last in the Hebrew Bible, the phrase from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias means no more than “from the first to the last murder in the Old Testament.”  Jesus was giving a brief history of Old Testament martyrdom. Abel was the first martyr (Gen. 4). Zacharias was the last mentioned in the Hebrew Bible which ended with 2 Chronicles. Zacharias was a classic example of a man of God who was killed by those who claimed to be God’s people (2 Chron. 24:20-21).
If Jesus were to be physically on the streets today preaching, what would he find, considering the conduct and teachings of today’s Pharisaic rabbis?  It was and it’s still is requisite that there should be some at whose mouth the people might enquire the law, Mal. 2:7 . But Jesus warns us that many a good place is filled with bad men; it is no new thing for the vilest men to be exalted even to Moses’ seat (Ps. 12:8 ); and, when it is so, the men are not so much honored by the seat as the seat is dishonored by the men. Now they that sat in Moses’ seat were so wretchedly degenerated, that it was time for the great Prophet to arise, like unto Moses, to erect another seat (Duet. 18:15-19). Good and useful offices and powers are not therefore to be condemned and abolished, because they fall sometimes into the hands of bad men, who abuse them. We must not therefore pull down Moses’ seat, because scribes and Pharisees have got possession of it; rather than so, let both grow together until the harvest, (Matt. 13:30). Hence he infers (Matt. 23: 3), "Whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do As far as they sit in Moses’ seat, that is, read and preach the law that was given by Moses’’ (which, as yet, continued in full force, power, and virtue), "and judge according to that law, so far you must hearken to them, as they remind you of the written word.’’ The scribes and Pharisees made it their business to study the scripture, and were well acquainted with the language, history, and customs of it, and its style and phraseology. Jesus encouraged the people to make use of the helps they gave them for the understanding of the scripture, and do accordingly. As long as their comments did illustrate the text and not pervert it; did make plain, and not make void, the commandment of God; so far they must be observed and obeyed, but with caution and a judgment of discretion. 
Let us take a pick into some of their teachings today, by those who claim to have inherited the teachings of the Pharisees of Jesus’ day and at what they have done to the minds of the Jewish people around the world in our time, as they continue to propagate the same old Babylonian religion which Jesus called the tradition of men. 
 Examining the written works of Israel Shakah, thus, Israel Shahak's book "Jewish History, Jewish Religion: The Weight of 3,000 Years" is all the more important for being a document by a knowledgeable Jew -- a Jewish "insider" -- about the beliefs and behavior of his fellow Jews. He grew up in Israel, served in the Israeli military, and became a chemistry professor. Like all Israelis, he became fluent in Hebrew. He also became acclimated to the peculiar moral atmosphere of Israeli society: a combination of overweening arrogance and deceit, a mixture of pugnacious self-righteousness and duplicity.
Unlike his fellow Israelis, however, Israel Shahak is deeply troubled by this peculiar atmosphere. Whereas the Jews around him take it for granted that the goyim on whom they depend for economic, military, and diplomatic support are too stupid ever to figure out what the Jews think about them and say about them behind their backs and plan to do to them when they can, and too sheeplike ever to take effective action if they do figure it out, he worries. 

In particular, Professor Shahak is concerned about the behavior of those of his people who adhere to "Judaism". He is not one of these himself, and so he is able to look with some degree of objectivity at the mixture of superstition, Jewish chauvinism, and hatred of non-Jews which makes up the Jewish religion and its sacred writings. He deplores traditional Jewish teachings, mainly because of the spiritually debilitating effect these teachings have had on the Jews themselves. Of the world of medieval Jewry in Europe, the world of the ghetto and the shtetl which modern Jewish writers refer to in euphoric tones as a world of quaint tradition and piety, Shahak says: "It was a world sunk in the most abject superstition, fanaticism, and ignorance ..."
“He cites a number of specific instances of the ways in which Jewish religious authorities have kept their flocks under control. In general, the rabbis have taught their fellow Jews that their Gentile neighbors are spiritually and morally unclean; that they are subhuman, on a level with the beasts of the field; and that they hate Jews and must be hated in return. Jews are taught that the Christian religion is a religion fit only for animals, and that its founder, Jesus, was the son of a prostitute and is presently immersed in a pit of boiling excrement in hell.” 
But what are the Christians taught by Jesus Christ in return, “But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; that ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? Do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? Do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect” (Matt. 5:44-48). 
37-39. Jesus wants to gather his people together as a hen protects her chicks under her wings, but the deplorable teachings of these Rabbis of our day wouldn’t let the lost sheep of the house of Israel come to The Lord. As cited by Israel Shahak in his book of his concerns, the Pharisees today are the same as in Jesus’ day; converts were attracted to Pharisaism not to God. By getting caught up in the details of their additional laws and regulations, they completely missed God to whom the laws pointed. A religion of works puts pressure on people to surpass others in what they know and do. Thus, a hypocritical teacher was likely to have students who were even more hypocritical. Jesus also wants to protect us if we will come to him. Many times we hurt and do not know where to turn. We reject Christ’s help, because we do not think he can give us what we need. But who knows our needs better than our Creator?  Those who turn to Jesus will find that he helps and comforts as no one else can. 
Jerusalem was the capital city of God’s chosen people, the ancestral home of David, Israel’s greatest king, and the location of the Temple, the earthly dwelling place of God. It was intended to be the center of worship of the true God and a symbol of justice to all people. Unfortunately, Jerusalem had become blind to God and insensible to human need. Here we see the depth of Jesus feelings for lost people and for his beloved city, which would soon be destroyed because of the abominable lifestyle of the people.
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