Sabbath Day Sermon of October 17, 2019.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Be Sober and Watch Unto Prayer
1 Peter Chapter 4
Most people would do anything to avoid pain of any sort. But as true Christians, we should be willing and prepared to do God Almighty’s will and to suffer for it if necessary. This is so because in our suffering, sin loses its power to defeat us, if we focus on Jesus Christ and what he wants us to do with the Gospel message to the world. When our bodies are in pain or our lives in danger, our real values show up clearly, and sinful pleasures seem less important. If anyone is willing to suffer for Jesus Christ by doing the will of God Almighty, that person has made a clean break with the world of sin.

4-6. If you have suddenly given your life to Jesus Christ, expect to experience contempt from your old friends and especially from relatives that are not in Jesus Christ. You must expect to be scorned and ridiculed not only because you refuse to participate in certain activities, but also because your priorities have changed and you are now heading in the opposite direction. Your very new life in Jesus Christ incriminates their sinful activities. 
There can be no thought of lapsing from Christian holiness back to that old vice; enough time was spent on vice in former pagan lives. Christianity means a death to that old way, a radical break with the past. No doubt such a break with the world brings down suspicion and hostility from former friends and relatives who do not understand the excellence of the new relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Christians have passed through judgment into life by baptism in Jesus Christ; but it’s not so for their pagan friends and relatives who will be judged according to their deeds. Christians once were dead in their sinful flesh, but by coming to Jesus they are made alive in the Spirit. This is the more reason those Christians who are well grown and strong in their faith in God Almighty should always be ready to help new believers in Jesus Christ to resist such pressure or opposition by encouraging them to be faithful to Jesus Christ.
The basis of salvation is whether we have believed in Jesus Christ (Acts 16:31), but the basis for judgment is how we have lived. Those who inflict persecution are marked for punishment when they stand before God Almighty. True Christians have nothing to fear, because Jesus Christ will be the final judge over all (John 5:22; 2 Timothy 4:1).

Many people in the church had concern about life after death. In the church of Thessalonica, Christians worried that loved ones who died before Jesus Christ return might never see Jesus Christ (Thessalonians 4:13-18). Peter reminded them and all that the dead, both faithful and their oppressors would be judged. The judgment will be perfectly fair, because then even the dead have heard the Gospel (1 Peter 3:18, 19). The gospel news was first announced when Jesus Christ preached on the earth, but it has been operating since before the creation of the world (Ephesians 1:4), and it affects all mankind, the dead as well as the living.

7-9. Since this is so; the Christian ought to live expectantly, for Jesus Christ is coming very soon.  In fact, Jesus Christ is at the door, if we should consider the speed at which Pope Francis who is one of the surrogates of the fourth beast is working very hard to fulfil the prophecies apportioned to the man of sin in the Scripture (Daniel 2: 40-44; 7: 23-25). There are those who believe the Catholics are brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, but would you still believe so if you come to know what is at the foundation of the establishment they belong, that it is not Christian? 
Some will read the things we write and preach about what the Roman Catholic Church is doing and leading the millions who follow them away from God Almighty as unkind and unloving, but nothing is more loving than the truth. To let somebody perish in a false system isn’t loving at all. To rescue people out of a damning and false religion is the only loving thing to do. The Word of God Almighty in the Bible warns us in Romans 12:2, that true Christians should not conform themselves to the standards of this world. . . . So, for those who have not had the time to familiarize themselves with the history and the reason for the separation of the true Church of Jesus from the Roman Catholic Church, we give you the adopted decrees and canons of the Council of Trent on December 4, 1563: https://youtu.be/ZCHcjEAvcgo?t=194
Now, to be prepared and ready to meet Jesus Christ at his return require that we continually grow in love for God Almighty and for others (Matthew 22:37-40). It is important to pray regularly, and it is also important to reach out to needy people. As a true Christian, you ought to know that your possessions, status, and power will mean nothing in God Almighty’s Kingdom, but you will spend eternity with your fellow Christians. Therefore, you need to invest your time and talents where they will make an eternal difference. 
Christian hospitality differs from social entertainment. Entertaining focuses on the host: The home must be spotless; the food must be well prepared and abundance; the host must appear relaxed and good-natured. Hospitality, by contrast, focuses on the guests. Their needs, whether for a place to stay, nourishing food, a listening ear, or acceptance are of first importance? Hospitality can happen in a messy home. It can happen around a dinner table where the main dish is canned soup. It can even happen while the host and the guests are doing chores together. True Christians should not be afraid to offer hospitality just because they are too tired, too busy, or not wealthy enough to entertain.

Here is the real core of Christian living: If we love someone the way Jesus Christ loves us, we will be willing to forgive.If we have experienced God Almighty’s grace, we will want to pass it on to others. And remember, grace is undeserved favor. By giving an enemy a drink, we are not excusing his or her misdeeds. Rather, we are recognizing him or her, forgiving him or her, and loving him or her in spite of his or her sins, just as Jesus Christ did for us.
10-13. With regard to talents and abilities, some people, well aware of their abilities believe they have the right to use it as they please. Others feel they have not special talents at all. To both groups Peter says that everyone has some abilities or gifts, find yours and use them “Now!  All your abilities should be used in serving others; none are for yours exclusively for enjoyment. Peter mentions preaching, and helping. Paul lists these and other abilities in 1 Corinthians 12:8-11; Ephesians 4:11).
God Almighty is glorified when we use our abilities as he directs to help others; they will see Jesus Christ in us and praised him for the help they have received. In others words, as Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before me, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). Hope filled optimism is part of Christian faith; so we can rejoice in the measure in which we share in Jesus Christ’s sufferings. Happy are we, for as Jesus Christ was made alive in the Spirit by God Almighty (Romans 1:4); we who are conformed to Jesus Christ are given the same gift of Spirit. As Peter had mentioned earlier, Christian suffering must be in innocence not as a just punishment for immoral life.
14-16. If ye be reproach for the name of Jesus Christ, that is, when they have meetings about you on how to cure you of your abrasion of the mind because you accepted Jesus Christ into your life. Peter reminds us of Jesus Christ’s words, “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my name sake (Matthew 5:11). In such situations, Jesus Christ will send the Holy Spirit to strengthen those who are persecuted for their faith in Jesus Christ. We must understand that not all suffering is the result of good Christian conduct. 
Sometimes a person will grumble, but he or she may not be picking on you because you are a Christian when it is obvious to everyone else that your unpleasant behavior is the cause of your problems. If you are suffering and you are not certain that it is for your faith in Jesus, you should take a careful thought or wise counsel to determine the real cause of your suffering. However, we are assured that whenever we suffer because of our loyalty to Jesus Christ, he will be with us all the way.
Suffering for being a Christian is not something we should be ashamed. We are to rejoice because such persecution would be a mark of God Almighty’s approval of our work (Acts 5:41). My friends do not seek out suffering and do not try to avoid it. Instead, keep on doing what is right regardless of the suffering it might bring your way as a true Christian.

17-19. “Judgment to begin at the house God Almighty.” This is not the final judgment, but to God Almighty’s refining discipline (Hebrew 12:7). We see God Almighty’s discipline going on in many churches today, many have been shut down, pretenders and false teachers, and those infested with immorality are being exposed.  God Almighty no doubt, would allow those who call themselves Christians, but have one foot in the church and the other in the world to fall, and then experience the consequences. They can either choose to repent and be reinstated or continue in their sinful ways and rejecting Jesus Christ to everlasting condemnation (John 3: 17-18).
God Almighty does this for several reasons: to show us our potential for sinning; (2) to encourage us to turn from sin and more constantly depend on him; (3) to prepare us to face other even stronger temptations in the future, and (4) to help us stay faithful and keep on trusting him. If Christians need earthly discipline or judgment from God Almighty, how much more will unbelievers’ receive it? That is, if Christians are scarcely saved only because of God Almighty’s mercy, through persecution, what chance do they have those who have rejected Jesus Christ? None, unless they repent and come to Jesus Christ today.
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