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Christian Instructions and Exhortation

Philippians Chapter 3
To rejoice in the Lord always, means to be content with the interest we have in the Lord Jesus Christ and the benefit we hope for by his grace. The more we rejoice in Jesus Christ, the more we will be desirous of serving him and the less likely will be the chance of falling away from him. Paul as it was his custom to do so, warned against what he called the dogs, evil workers and of the concision.
These evil workers to whom Paul refers are Judaizers. These are the inventors of the combination of words known as “Judaea-Christian religion;” a concept that is made up of contradictory or incongruous elements; an oxymoron. These do not only believe and teach that Christianity came out of Judaism or that it is essential for Gentiles to follow all the man-made commandments of the elders of the religion of Phariseesm also known as Judaism (Matthew 15:1-9), especially the rite of circumcision, in order to receive salvation. Paul says it is not true that one needs to be circumcised to be a faithful servant of God. He pointed out that Abraham was a faithful servant and a friend of God before he was circumcised (Genesis 15; Romans 5), and that true circumcision is of the heart. In other words, anyone who has received Jesus Christ in his or her life is circumcision in themselves (Philippians 3:3; Romans 2:29). Just as in one whom God has put his Law in his or her heart; he or she becomes the law in themselves (Jeremiah 31:31-33).
Judaizers are usually motivated by spiritual pride, because they invest so much time and effort in trying to keep their laws, that they could not accept the fact that all their efforts could not bring them a step to salvation. For example, Paul who used to be one of them, a Pharisee who kept their laws, but at the same time he was persecuting Christians contrary to the Law of God which says “Love thy neighbor,” and do them no harm. Your neighbor was supposed to learn of your faith in God Almighty by your good deeds and by your love for them, not by your sword against them. 
Paul criticized the Judaizers of his day because they looked at Christianity backwards, and they still do to the present day, thinking that “concision,” that is, cutting or mutilating the flesh made them believers in God Almighty rather than the free gift of grace given by Jesus Christ. What believers do in Jesus Christ is a result of faith in God, not a prerequisite to faith. Therefore, adding anything to Jesus Christ’s offer of salvation makes it null and void. Salvation offered by Jesus must be accepted as is. Take it as is, or you can’t have it.
3-9. True circumcision is not of the flesh, but of the spirit. True Christians worship in the spirit, rejoice in Jesus Christ, and have no confidence in the flesh, that is, in carnal ordinances and outward performance. If you ask, “What does all this mean?  Apostle Paul’s life is a very good example that should explain the contrast between living in the spirit and living in the flesh. Paul was a high-class Judaean-Israelite. He was circumcised Hebrew of the Hebrews, a Benjamite, a Pharisee, blameless under the law, and a persecutor of the people of Jesus Christ. In harmony with the leaders of the Pharisee’s religious establishment, Paul thought Christianity was heretical and blasphemous. Based on his learning in Phariseesm, Jesus did not meet his expectations of what the Messiah would be like. In addition he probably saw Christianity as a political menace because it threatened to disrupt the fragile harmony between Jedaeans and the Romans.
Therefore, Paul assumed Jesus’ claims were false and wicked. But as a redeemed person, Paul considered everything he had accomplish in his life, he counted all as worthless and useless when compared with what he had in Jesus Christ. True believers should say and think the same thing with regard to their fame, their fortune, their attainments, and their place in the community. These things are refuse or rubbish when compared to their standard in Jesus Christ. My friend, do not place anything above your relationship with Jesus Christ. If your priorities are already misplaced, this is your opportunity to properly reorder them before it is too late. God first in everything you do in life is the way to heaven.
Today true born again Christians, when asked if Catholics are saved, most would say that Catholics are not Christians. They say this because of the Catholic church doctrine, which places more emphasis on religious efforts than on internal faith in Jesus Christ; just as the Catholic pope having enthroned Satan also known as Lucifer as god in the Catholic church, has also announced that “One cannot have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ; and that it is a dangerous thing to believe God can do everything, because that would make him a magician.” But the pope can do everything: manipulate countries presidents and leaders of nations; control all wealth, lands and people. “All wealth must be shared with the poor” he says, but the wealth in the Vatican bank is not to be touched. Could it be that the pope is ignorant of the Scriptures, why his statements are always misleading, and far away from God’s truth? (John 14:23). We constantly hear from the smart but depraved ones in our midst, how there are too many people on earth, but when you ask where do we start to depopulate? They point to someone else as the place to start, not themselves and their families. It is only Luciferian demon possessed minds would think they can take a life given by God Almighty, something their master Lucifer also know as Satan cannot give. 
10-12. If we were to ask you what you will give up in other to truly know Jesus Christ, what would be your answer? Would you be willing to give up family, friendships with the world and political correctness, in other to know Jesus Christ and his resurrection power? To have access to the power of God and his wisdom, we may have to make sacrifices to fully enjoy it in Jesus Christ. You should be able to give up a few minutes each day for prayer and Bible study; your friends’ approval; some of your plans for pleasures; whatever it is that you have to give up; knowing Jesus Christ is more than worth the sacrifice. This is very important because when you are united with Jesus Christ by trusting in him, you experience the power that raised him from the dead. That same mighty power of God helps you live morally renewed and regenerated life. Of course, you must also die to sin, and be made conformable unto Jesus Christ’s death, before you can truly live and walk in newness of life. Just as the resurrection gives you his power to live for him, his crucifixion marks the death of your old sinful nature. All who are in Jesus should rejoice always, for as Jesus was exalted after his resurrection, so shall we all share Jesus Christ’s glory (Revelation 22:1-7). Jesus promised that, “To him or her that overcomes the world, will he grant to sit with him in his throne, even as he also overcame, and he is set down with his Father in his throne” (Revelation 3:21). 

Just as every true Christian ought to know, Paul knew that he might die physically soon or anytime, but he had faith that he would be raised to life again. Paul had as a goal in his life to know Jesus Christ, to be like Jesus Christ, and to be all Jesus Christ had in mind for him.  He was absorbed completely by this goal. This should be your example, and you should not let anything take your eyes off our goal to know Jesus Christ. With the single mindedness of an athletic in training, you must lay aside everything harmful and forsake anything that may distract you from being effective Christians. You must remove stumbling block that cause you to sin. This does not mean to literally cut off a part of the body; it means that any person, program, or teaching that threatens your spiritual growth from knowing Jesus Christ personally must be removed. Jesus says it would be better to go to heaven with one hand than to hell with both. Sin, of course, affects more than your hand; it affects your mind, your heart and your whole body (Matthew 18:8).
13-16 “Forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before.” Paul had reason to be remorseful for the way he lived and behaved in the time of his ignorance as a Pharisee. For one thing he held the coats of those who stoned Stephen to death, the first Christian martyr (Acts 7:57, 58). Without exemption, we have all done things for which we are ashamed, and we all live in the tension of what we have been and what we want to be. But in Jesus Christ we are to let go of past guilt and look forward to what Jesus will help us become. Thus, it becomes sin if you dwell on your past sinful deeds. Jesus Christ expects you to grow in the knowledge of God which is the beginning of wisdom, and by concentrating on your relationship with him now. As a true Christian, you ought to know that you were forgiven the very moment you confessed your sins to Jesus Christ and asked him to save you. Now he expects you to move on to a life of faith and obedience. 
Striving for Christian perfection can be difficult sometimes that it leaves us drained and discouraged. Sometimes you may feel so far from perfect that you think you can never please God with your life. In this passage we should understand the use of the word by Paul “perfect” to mean mature or complete Christian life, not flawless in every detail.  Those Christians who are mature in Jesus Christ should press on in the Holy Spirit’s power, knowing that Jesus Christ will bring to our knowledge and fill in any discrepancy between what we are and what Jesus wants us to be. Jesus provision should not be an excuse for lagging behind in devotion, but it should provide relief and assurance for those who feel driven.
Here Paul encourages the Philippians’ Church to pursue Christianess by telling them to follow his example, in the way that he focused his life on being like Jesus Christ. He urged the Philippians to imitate him because at this time the Gospel may not have been written for them to see what Jesus Christ was like. My friend, if a new Christian were to imitate you, will he or she become like Jesus Christ? Think about it, and know that people you tell you have been born again in Jesus Christ may be watching to learn from you.
20-21. “For our conversation is in heaven,” which means our citizenship is in heaven. Thus the Christian is a national of a country, and a citizen of the Kingdom of heaven. The nationality of the world under the domination of Satan is transitory, heavenly citizenship under the rule of God Almighty is eternal. Although by the presence of the Holy Spirit in every true Christian, we already have eternal life, but as ambassadors for Jesus, we are to occupy while waiting for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ’s kingdom on earth and the triumph of the crucified Jesus Christ over principalities and powers. In Mathew chapter 5 verses 3 to 12, Jesus, tells us who will inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. But there is another place anyone not found in the book of life will inherit, it is called the Lake of Fire, that is, the kingdom of Mr. sin also known as Satan and Lucifer (Revelation 20:11-15). Now you know that Satan’s agents stories on how unbelievers will inherit the earth after the Christian are gone, is false and a lie from hell.
“Our vile body,” means lowly or humiliated; it does not imply any negative attitude toward the human body. The bodies we receive when we are raised from the dead will be like Jesus Christ’s resurrected body.  Paul contrasted our bodies and our future resurrection bodies. Paul clearly states that our present bodies make us groan, but when we die we will not be spirits without bodies. We will have new bodies that will be perfect for our everlasting life (2 Corinthians 5:1-11). My friend, if you would like to live in heaven forever with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, you must truthfully call to Jesus today. This you must do alone, that is, you confess to Jesus not to a priest or to anyone else. You do not need anyone to speak to Jesus for you; he is near you more than you know. Call upon Jesus and talk to him person to person today. It does not matter where you have been or what you have done, he will forgive you, save you, and give you eternal life.
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