Sabbath Day Sermon of October 15, 2016.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The LORD’s Feast of the Tabernacles
Deuteronomy Chapter 16
In the Books of Exodus 12 and Mark 14, the Scripture provides information on the Passover and when it should be observed. The Month of Abib is the first month of the Biblical year (Exodus 12:1, 2).  In this chapter Moses carefully reminds all, especially men of what they are to do, that is, to come to the holy place three times a year; for the Passover (Deut. 16:1-8); the feast of weeks (16:9-12; Leviticus 13:15-16), and the feast of tabernacle (16:13-17; Exodus 26:16). Everyone would come to perform the Feasts “In the place which the LORD God Almighty shall choose.”  Later this place came to be the Temple in Jerusalem.  In other words, these feasts are to be celebrated in God Almighty’s place of worship, not in individual homes.
The feast of weeks, is also known as the feast of harvest or the feast of Pentecost. In the New Testament the name derives from the Greek word of “fifty,” which is used because the feast occurred fifty days after the feast of unleavened bread. The feast was prophetic, looking to the advent of the Holy Spirit, who came upon the apostolic believers on the fiftieth day after Jesus Christ rose from the dead (Acts 2:2-11). In the Old Testament the Feast celebrated the harvest of fruits of the earth, in Acts chapter 2; the 120 disciples represented the first fruits of Jesus Christ’s harvest, and the coming of the Holy Spirit represents the first-fruits of believers’ heavenly inheritance (Romans 8:23; 11:16; James 1:18).
All these feasts, each participant was encouraged to give what he or she could in proportion to what God had given him or her. God does not expect us to give more than we can, but we are blessed when we are able to give cheerfully. For some of us, 1 percent may be a burden. For most of us, it is far too little. My friend look around at what you have, and then give in proportion to what you have, and then give in proportion to what you have been given.

It is here called a tribute of a free-will-offering. It was required of them as it is required of us today when we celebrate the Feast as a tribute to our Sovereign Lord and owner, under whom the Israelites and all God’s Almighty’s people held all they had. Yet because the law did not determine the quantum, but it was left to every man’s generosity to bring what he chose, and whatever he brought he must give cheerfully. It is therefore called a free-will offering. It was a grateful acknowledgment of the goodness of the LORD God Almighty to them in the mercies of these corn-harvests now finished, and therefore must be according as God Almighty had blessed them. Where God sows plentifully he expects to reap accordingly. We must rejoice before God Almighty during these feasts.
Holy joy is the heart and soul of thankful praises, which are as the language and expression of holy joy. They must rejoice in all they have received from God, and in their returns of service and sacrifice to him. Our duty as his people must be our delight as well as our enjoyment.  In verse 12 we read that as for the Israelites, they must have their very servants to rejoice with them, "For remember that thou wast a bond-man, and wouldest have been very thankful if thy taskmasters would have given thee some time and cause for rejoicing; and thy God did bring thee out to keep a feast with gladness; therefore be pleasant with thy servants, and make them easy.’’ 
We note here that it seemed those general words, “thou shalt observe and do these statutes,” are added here for a particular reason. This is certainly so because this feast was kept in remembrance of the giving of the law upon Mount Sinai, fifty days after the children of Israel came out of Egypt. Now the best way of expressing our thankfulness to God for his favor to us in giving us his law is to observe and do according to the precepts of it, that is, as he has commanded. We must keep the feast of tabernacles as the Israelites did , because the spiritual part of the service, which consisted in holy joy, was most pleasing to God Almighty, and was to be the perpetual duty of a gospel conversation, of which this feast was typical. We observe the emphasis that is laid upon the celebration of the feast here: “Thou shalt rejoice in thy feast, and, because the Lord shall bless thee, thou shalt surely rejoice.” It is the will of God that his people should be a cheerful people. If those that were under the law as the children of Israel were must rejoice before God Almighty, much more must we that are under the grace of the gospel. This makes it our duty, not only as we are encouraged here, to rejoice in our feasts, but to rejoice evermore, to rejoice in the LORD always, because in addition to the blessings on earth we have also received eternal life. 

There is no doubt that when we rejoice in God Almighty ourselves, we should do what we can to assist others also to rejoice in him, by comforting the mourners and supplying their basic needs, that even the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow may rejoice with us (Job 29:13). We must rejoice in the LORD God Almighty, not only because of what we have received and are receiving from him daily, but because of what he has promised. We must rejoice for the blessings we expect to receive yet further from him, because he shall bless us, therefore we shall rejoice. Those that make God Almighty their joy may rejoice in hope, for he is faithful that has promised.
18-21. Israel was charged to do justice to all. We are to “adhere to the principles of justice, and by the rules of justice, initiate the patterns of justice, and pursue with resolution that which appears to be just.” The magistrate is to do right to all and wrong to none. The modern term “social justice” is misnomer, because it has an inherent injustice in its meaning. Thus it is wrong for governments or magistrates to take what belongs to someone in order to give it to a less fortunate person. Therefore, the notion of the redistribution of wealth is an assault on the principle of justice.
Some things are wrong in themselves; others are inexpedient and may lead to sin. The pagan people had groves of trees where images were set up like our leaders have set up the Bohemian Groove in San Francisco, and in other cities around the world. Israel was forbidden and so are we not to plant a grove or even a single tree near God Almighty’s altar. It might cause the Israelites and us to sin. No image, no statue of any kind, and no pillar like the one our leaders have erected in Washington D.C., and in most cities of the world, with the pretense that it is for the worship of the true God Almighty. The Most High is Spirit and must be worshipped as such. “It is not by might, nor is it by power, but by my Spirit says the LORD Most High God.
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Paraphrased: "For remember that you were a bond-man, and would you not have been very thankful if your taskmasters would have given you some time and cause for rejoicing; and your God did bring you out to keep a feast with gladness; therefore be pleasant with your servants, and make it easy for them to rejoice.’’ 

