Sabbath Day Sermon of October 14, 2017
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Feast of the Tabernacles
Leviticus Chapter 23:34-44

The Feasts of the LORD are different from those of the nations because, being ordained by God Almighty, they are times of celebrating with Him, not times of moral depravity. In addition to the weekly seventh day Sabbath day rest, God Almighty set aside special seven Sabbaths days known as days of appointment or feasts for His people to come together for rest, refreshment, and remembering with thanksgiving all he had done for them.

God Almighty established the Feasts to be national holidays each year for celebration, fellowship, and worship. Much can be learned about people by observing the holidays they celebrate and the way they celebrate them.

We read in Exodus 12;1 that God Almighty ordained the month of Abib also known as the Passover that the calendar year should start, which in today’s Roman calendar, is equivalent to the latter part of March and first part of April. During this time of the year in Old Testament time and in God Almighty’s calendar, the sacrificial lamb has to be perfect and its blood was offered as atonement for sin. The lamb was a substitute for the offerer. So Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb of God, offered his own blood as our substitute. 
He delivered us from the tyranny of sin as God Almighty delivered Israel from her Egyptian oppressor. Just as it was in Egypt when the agent of death swept through all of Egypt, so shall the Blue Fever Plague sweep throughout the nations in our time. Again, just as the agent of death had respect only for those houses on whose lintels and over whose doors blood have been sprinkled, so shall it be in our time when the Blue Fever Plague begins is sweep. It will not infect those who have the blood of Jesus over the door lintels of their heart.

The characters and works of those inside had nothing to do with the saving efficacy of the blood. It was the blood alone for which the agent of death had regard, and so it shall be when the Blue Fever Plague touches down in our time. If you will make Jesus Christ your perfect sacrifice today, then will His applied blood make you righteous and your sins forgiven (Romans 3:23; 1 Peter 1:18, 19). If your sins are forgiven, the Bible says that “there is no condemnation to them that are in Jesus Christ.”
The Feast of unleavened bread must be distinguished from the Passover, although they are closely connected. The Passover is celebrated on the fourteenth day of the first month; the feast of unleavened bread begins on the fifteenth day and lasts for seven days. Thus, they constitute a double celebration, as is the Day of Atonement and the Feast of Tabernacles. The lesson here is that if you can restrain yourself for seven days from eating leavened bread, you can stop sinning whenever you want if you put your mind to it, and start obeying God.
The Feast of unleavened bread reminds people of God Almighty of their deliverance from sin. For seven days we may eat unleavened bread, just as they had eaten it back then. The symbolism of this bread made without yeast was important to the Israelites and should be to us as well. First, because the bread was unique, it illustrated God’s people uniqueness as a nation. Second, since yeast was a symbol of sin, the bread represents God’s people moral purity. Third, the bread reminds us to obey quickly. Just as the Israelites left the yeast out of their dough so they could leave Egypt quickly without waiting for the dough to rise, so are we to quickly flee from sin to Jesus Christ for our salvation. 

The Feast of the First Fruits required that the first crops harvested be offered to God Almighty. The Israelites could not eat the food from their harvest until they had made this offering. Today God Almighty still expects us to set aside his portion first, not last. Giving leftovers to God is no way to express thanks.

The Feast of the Pentecost also known as the feast of weeks in the Old Testament, or feast of harvest week was according to tradition was the day when the Ten Commandment was given on Mount Sinai. In the New Testament, the name Pentecost derives from the Greek word for “fiftieth,” which is used because the feast occurred fifty days after the feast of unleavened bread. The feast was prophetic; looking to the advent of the Holy Spirit who came upon the apostolic believers on the fiftieth day after Jesus Christ rose from the dead (Acts 2:1). In the Old Testament the celebration was for the harvest of fruits of the earth; in Acts, we could say that the 120 disciples represented the first fruits of Jesus Christ’s harvest. The coming of the Holy Spirit represents the first-fruits of believers’ heavenly inheritance (Romans 8:23; 11:16; James 1:16; Acts 1:13, 14).

The Feast of the Trumpets is observed on the first day of the seventh month, that is, mid September of the Hebrew calendar. Trumpets were blown and sacrifices for sin offered as prescribed in Numbers 29:1-6. The day is set apart for a holy convocation, celebration, and rest; it should remind us of our commitment to the LORD’s work, and rededicate ourselves to doing them. The Feast of Trumpets demonstrates three important principles that we should be following in our worship today: (1) the people gather together to celebrate and worship. There is something special about worshiping with other believers. (2) The normal daily routine is suspended, and no hard work was done. It takes time to worship, and setting aside the time allows us to prepare our hearts before and reflect afterwards, (3) In the Old Testament time, the people sacrificed animals as burnt offerings to God Almighty for sins. We show our commitment to God when we give something of value to Him. The best gift, or course, is ourselves having received the atonement through Jesus Christ.
The Day of Atonement and convocation follows on the tenth day of the seventh month: a day of preparation to partake in the Feast of the Tabernacles. On the atonement of our sins, Paul writes: “And not only so, but we also joy in God Almighty through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement” (Romans 5:11). In others words, as Christians we have been justified by the blood of Jesus Christ; for without blood there is no remission of sin (Hebrews 9:22). The life is in the blood, and the blood makes atonement for the soul (Leviticus 17:11). 
We are also reconciled to God Almighty by Jesus Christ’s death and saved by his life. We as Christians are reconciled by the humbled Jesus Christ and saved by the exalted Jesus Christ. The dying Jesus Christ was a testator who left us a legacy; the living Jesus Christ is the executor who dispenses it. Christians rejoice on this day for their sins are remembered no more, for Jesus Christ has already taken upon himself our sins, and paid the price for them with his own death. Now we can “joy in God Almighty.” Through faith in Jesus Christ’s finished work, we have become his siblings rather than being enemies and outcasts (John 1:12; Hebrews 10:10-22).

The Feast of Ingathering is a special celebration involving the whole family. Like Passover, the feast taught family members of all ages about God Almighty’s nature and what he had done for them, and is a time of renewed commitment to Him. Our families also need celebration to renew our faith and to pass on to our children. There are no additions to these Feast days apportioned to the people of God in the Scripture for us to celebrate God Almighty’s goodness. Christmas and Easter and the rest of them are pagan holidays, and no true Christian should have anything to do with them. There is always a pagan idol behind the celebration of all holidays of the Catholic institution and her ecumenical associates. Pagan holidays include: Christmas, Easter, Halloween, New Year’s Day, Valentine day, All Saints Day. Illuminati holidays are celebrated on these dates: December 21, February 14th, March 21st, May 1, August 1, September 21, October 31st; all have 13 weeks in between them.  True Christians should stay away from these pagan holidays. 

Worship involves both celebration and confession. God Almighty’s people should celebrate the joyous occasions and the solemn Feasts of the LORD He commanded. The God of the Bible encourages joy! He does not intend for faith in him to be only meditation in his Word and introspection: an examination of one's own thoughts and feelings. He also wants us to celebrate. However, serious reflection and immediate confession of sin is essential, of course. But this should be balanced by celebrating who God Almighty is and what he has done for his people.
Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries®

Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
Online Bible by HSAPM for Windows 8.1
http://www.hsapm.org/rss
Heathen holidays: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GDCxk9OTCk0
