Sabbath Day Sermon of October 13, 2012

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Teach About Steadfast In Prayer

Luke Chapter 18

This parable of the persistent woman teaches us the lesson that the faithful people of God should continue steadfast in prayer when they do not receive an immediate answer. To persist in prayer until the answer comes does not mean endless repetition or painfully long prayer sessions as the heathens do (Matt. 6:7-9). Always praying means keeping our requests constantly before God as we live for him day by day, always believing he will answer. When we thus live by faith, we are not to give up. God may delay answering, but his delays always have good reasons.  In Daniel 9:21-23 we learn of what happens the very moment we start to pray, that God sends one of His angels with answers to our requests.  As we persist in prayer we grow in character, faith, and hope. Apostle Paul says to all believers, “Pray without ceasing” (1Thess. 5:17).
Widows and orphans were among the most vulnerable of all God’s people and both the prophets and apostles in the Scriptures insisted that they be properly cared for. If evil and corrupt judges respond to constant pressure, how much more will a great and loving God respond to us, if we know he loves us, we can believe he will hear our cries for help.
This story of the Pharisee and a publican or tax collector shows the difference between the self-righteous Pharisee who boasted of his good works and the cheating tax collector who knew he was wicked and who sought the mercy of God without any works of righteousness. The use of the phrase “to be propitiated” is used here to indicate that the tax collector was pleading for God to be merciful to him.
The Pharisee did not go to the Temple to pray to God but to announce to all within earshot how good he was. I fast twice in one week, said the Pharisee. The Law of Moses required fasting one day in the year in connection with the Day of Atonement. The fast is referred to in Leviticus 23:27. The Pharisees here claimed he fasted two days a week, although oral tradition did not require it. He was proud of the fact that he exceeded the requirements of the law. 
The Pharisees and the disciples of John the Baptist often fasted (Luke. 5:33; Matt.9:14; Mark 2:18). The tax collector went recognizing his sin and begging for mercy. Self-righteousness is dangerous. It leads to pride, causes a person to despise others, and prevents him or her from learning anything from God.  The tax collector’s should be our prayer because we all need God’s mercy every day. We must not let pride in our achievements cut us off from God. 
“Suffer little children to come unto me.” It is customary for mothers to bring their children to be blessed by rabbis. Jesus disciples, however, thought the children were unworthy time wasted. But Jesus welcomed them because little children have the kind of faith and trust needed to enter God’s Kingdom. It is important that we introduce our children to Jesus at very early age and that we ourselves approach him with childlike attitudes of acceptance, faith and trust.

“What shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  He probably wanted Jesus to measure and grade his qualifications, to give him some task he could do to assure his own immortality. So Jesus gave him a task, the one thing the religious leader felt he could not do. “Who then can be saved? That is if it is not easy for religious rich man to enter, exclaimed the bystanders. Jesus answer implied that “No one can, by his or her own achievements enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.”  But God can do what people can not do. Salvation cannot be earned; it is God’s gift. This gift of God is available to all only through The Lord Jesus Christ, for he is the one who paid for the sins of the whole world.
When someone gives you a gift, you don’t say this is very nice, but how much do I owe you? No, the appropriate response to a gift is “thank you.” Yet how often Christians, even after they have been given the gift of salvation, feel obligated to try to work their way to God. Because our salvation and our faith are gifts; we should respond with gratitude, praise, and joy. All grace comes through God and is unmerited; not as the result of any effort, ability, intelligent choice, or act of service on our part, but out of gratitude to the Almighty God for his free gift.
Jesus’ question to the ruler who came and called him “Good Master” was, in essence, “Do you know who I am?” The man no doubt did not understand Jesus’ reply that the man was right in calling him good, because Jesus truly is God. This man’s wealth made his life comfortable and gave him power and prestige. When Jesus told him to sell everything he owned, he was touching the man’s very basis for security and identity. The man did not understand that he would be even more secure if he followed Jesus than he was with all his wealth.  He was to get rid of his reliance on his wealth for power and security.
Jesus is not asking his followers to sell everything they have, although this may be his will for some; if these things will prevent them from entering into the Kingdom of God. He does ask us all, however, to get rid of anything that has become more important to us than God. If your basis for security and power has shifted from God to what you own, it would be better for you to get rid of those possessions. 
When Jesus saw that the man was sorrowful, he said, “How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the Kingdom of God.” Because money represents power, authority, and success, often it is difficult for wealthy people to realize their need and their powerlessness to save themselves. The intelligent and talented suffer the same difficulty in finding the way to everlasting life.  Jesus surprised some of his hearers when he offered salvation to the poor; because they were wrongly taught that wealth was a sign that someone was in good standing with God. Today many are surprised that Jesus offers salvation to the rich. When a person thinks he has everything and lacks nothing, it becomes difficult for him or her to realize his or her need and come to Jesus. However, Jesus says that “the things which are impossible with people are possible with God.” In other words, with God it is not impossible for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.
When Peter heard this, he responded with a mixed feeling, because he must have thought the gospel is not for the rich since they have all the good things life offered. But now Jesus says it is possible for the rich to have all the good things life offered and still be able to enter into the Kingdom of heaven. So Peter now inquires to know from Jesus, if they who have left trying to be rich in this world for the gospel’s sake, leaving their homes and jobs to follow him, what would be their reward? But Jesus reminded Peter and his disciples that following him has its benefits as well as its sacrifices. Any believer who has had to give up something to follow Jesus Christ will be paid back in this life as well as in the Kingdom of God.  Therefore, Believers must not dwell on what they may have given up to follow Jesus Christ, we must always think about what we gained and give thanks to God for it. A word of advise for those who are rich, Jesus said, “it is not your wealth that is your sin that will prevent you from entering into the Kingdom of heaven, rather it is how you used your wealth, and or your reliance and trust in them for power and security that will prevent you from entering life everlasting.
“Behold we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished.” Some prophecies about what would happen to Jesus are found in the Scriptures: Psalm 41:9; 22:16-18; Isa. 53: 4-7; Psalm 16:10. Even though Jesus spoke plainly, but his disciples did not understand what Jesus said. They would not grasp the significance of his words until they saw the risen Jesus Christ face-to-face. So will everyone who is not living for Jesus will never understand until they have come to Jesus and have received his Spirit (John 14:15-21).
There were two Jerichos. One was the site of a Canaanite city that was destroyed by the advancing Israelites led by Joshua. The new Jericho was a recently built Herodian city (Mark 10:14). As Jesus came near this city of Jericho a certain blind man was sitting on the road begging. Beggars often waited along the road side near cities, because that was where they were able to contact the most people. But this blind beggar took hope in the Messiah. He shamelessly cried out for Jesus’ attention, and Jesus said his faith made him see. No matter how desperate your situation may seem, if you call out to Jesus in faith, he will help you. You must not let anything going on in your life or anyone to prevent you from crying out to God, and from doing your work as a believer for the Kingdom of God.
The blind man called Jesus the “Son of David.” This mean he understood Jesus to be the long awaited Messiah. A poor blind beggar could see that Jesus was the Messiah, while the religious leaders who saw his miracles were blinded to his identity and refused to recognize him as the Messiah.
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