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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Daniels Vision of a Ram and a Goat
Daniel Chapter 8
In this chapter Daniel’s vision, which is dated two years after chapter 7, tells of a battle between a two-horned ram which represents the Medo-Persian Empire, and a he-goat that represents Alexander the Great the king of Greece. Using another set of symbols, this vision recapitulates the historical story told in our previous study in chapter 7.

As with chapter 7, chronologically this chapter precedes chapter 5; the dream seemed to have occurred in 551 B.C. when Daniel was about 70 years old. It gives more details about the Medo-Persia and Greek Empires, the two world powers that followed Babylon. Daniel was at Shushan in the palace, which was in the province of Elam, which is now Iran. Shushan was a well-developed city. The earliest known code of law, the Code of Hammurabi, was found there. Shushan rivaled Babylon itself in cultural sophistication.

3-8. The two horns of the ram were the kings of Media and Persia. The longer horn represented the growing dominance of Persia in the Medo-Persian Empire. The he-goat represented Greece, and its large horn, Alexander the Great. This is an amazing prediction because Greece was not considered a world power when this prophecy was given. Alexander the Great conquered the world with great speed as was predicted in Daniel's vision in chapter 7:17, which was indicated by the he-goat’s rapid movement. Breaking off both horns symbolized Alexander the Great breakup of both parts of the Medo-Persia Empire.

“The great horn of the he-goat was broken when he was young.” Alexander died in his thirties at the height of his power. His kingdom was split into four parts under four of his generals: Ptolemy I of Egypt and Palestine; Seleucus of Babylon and Syria; Lysimachus of Asia Minor; and Antigonus of Macedonia. Out of one of the four will come the little horn, the evil king that shall consume the whole world. At the time of Alexander the Great reign, Rome was simply a city. If you ask, “Was the Byzantine Empire Greek? Is it a part of Greek heritage? The empire was really Hellenized and Greeks called themselves Romans until recently. The late Roman Empire was a vessel of Greek culture, however, and certainly knew this to be the case. In the books written by Roman writers, they consciously quote the ancient philosophers with the implicit assumption that they have the right to do so as the descendants of the Greeks.

In search of which of the four kingdoms that will produce the little horn, we discovered that this happened when Attalus III was alleged to have bequeathed the title Pontifex Maximus to Rome. From ancient history books, we learned that in 133 B.C., King Attalus III died and his will revealed that he gave his kingdom to the Romans. Attalus III had no sons or heirs. So it may have been expected that he would create a will bequeathing his kingdom to Rome. He did die in his thirties, relatively young. Or maybe it was clear that the Romans wouldn't tolerate Pergamum power anymore and he fully expected they would annex his kingdom no matter what, since he had no heir. Then we found that Sallust had a "letter" of Mithridates in his fragmentary Histories which claims that the Romans fabricated the will to annex the kingdom. [1] 

It's first of all important to note that this wasn't the first will of a Hellenistic king bequeathing a kingdom to Rome. The first we know of was made by Ptolemy VIII Euergetes II of the four kingdoms of Alexander’s conquests, also known as Ptolemy the Obese. An inscription survives from the mid-150s B.C. recording his will to bequeath his kingdom to the Romans if anything treacherous should happen to him. Now we know how Rome as the little horn out of the four kingdoms, gained control of all the mystery religions of the world. From the ancient history we learn that the Roman people are descended from Trojan War hero Aeneas, who escaped to Italy after the war, and whose son, Iulus, was the ancestor of the family of Julius Caesar.

9-13. Daniel here returns to the ram and the he-goat visions, which have to do with the second and third of the four great kingdoms. Earlier in chapter 2, they are the silver and brass or bronze kingdoms, in chapter 7:5, 6, they are the bear and leopard kingdoms. The two kingdoms are Medo-Persia and Greece. Israel the pleasant land was attacked by Antiochus IV Epiphanes in the second century; the little horn growing slowly at first, is a type of the antichrist the beast of the Revelation who is yet to come (1 John 2:18). He in 168 B.C., overthrew the High Priest, looted the Temple, and replaced the worship of God Almighty with a Greek pagan form of worship. A further fulfillment of this prophecy will occur in the future with the coming of the antichrist, the son of perdition.

“It waxed great, even to the host of heaven,” this little horn attacks earthly and heavenly powers, coming into combat with the prince of the host possibly the High Priest, Onias III who was assassinated in 170 B.C., by Antiochus, and desecrating the temple. But the army of heaven was restrained from destroying him for this transgression. As a result, truth and righteousness perished, and evil triumphed and prospered.

14-22. Two thousand and three hundred days, literally, two thousand and three hundred evenings and mornings or 2, 300 days. The literal description here is of one who possesses great shrewdness and intelligence; one who understands riddles and is skilled in intrigues. This is probably a reference to the antichrist at the end of human history. The 2300 days mornings and evenings refer to time from the desecration of the altar in the Temple by Antiochus IV Epiphanes to the restoration of Temple worship under Judas Maccabeus in 165 .B.C.

The time of the end refers to the whole period from the end of the exile until the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. Many of the events that happened under Antiochus IV Epiphanes would be repeated on a broader scale just before Jesus Christ’s Second Coming. During these times, God Almighty deals with Israel in a radically different way, with divine discipline coming through Gentile nations. This fierce king describes both Antiochus and IV Epiphanes who is a type of antichrist that is yet to come at the end of human history.

23-24. “Not by his power.” He will be assisted by his allies, even by a man of the Jews, and by the God Almighty who had ordained what was to take place, because of the people’s transgression. God Almighty has fixed the length of time during which the daily sacrifice would cease. That the vision of the evening and morning was true simply confirms the fact, however unlikely it seemed, that God Almighty would allow his sanctuary to be profaned. Today in Jesus Christ, our body is the temple of God Almighty, and if you will not defile your body, He will receive you and will be a Father unto you (1Corinthians 6:14-17).

We observe here, the character of this antichrist: He shall be a king of fierce countenance, insolent and furious, neither fearing God Almighty nor regarding man, a person understanding dark sentences, or rather versed in dark practices as in Freemasonry, sorcery, Satanism, and witchcraft. The hidden things of dishonesty; he would be master of all the arts of dissimulation and deceit, and knew the depths of Satan as well as any man. He will be wise to do evil and will do wickedly to the extreme. His success in evil practices will be enormous. He shall make dreadful havoc of the nations of the earth: His power shall be mighty, bear down all before it, but not by his own power, but partly by the assistance of his allies, Eumenes and Attalus, partly by the baseness and treachery of many of the apostate Judaeans, even of the priests that would come into his interests, and especially by the divine permission because of the transgression of the people. 

It is not by his own power, but by the power given him from above, that he will destroy wonderfully, and will think to make himself a great man by being a great destroyer. He destroys wonderfully indeed, for he destroys, the mighty people, and they cannot resist him by their power. The princes of Egypt cannot stand before him with all their forces, but he practices against them and prospers. He destroys the holy people or the people of the holy ones, and their sacred character does neither deter him from destroying them nor defend them from being destroyed. 

25-27. The methods by which he will gain this success, not by true courage, wisdom, or justice, but by his policy and craft, by fraud and deceit, and serpentine subtlety, as in the war against Protestantism and the reformation. He shall cause craft to prosper; so cunningly shall he carry on his projects that he shall gain his point by the art of wheedling or enticement. By peace he shall destroy many, as others do by war; under the pretense of treaties, leagues, and alliances, with them, he shall encroach on their rights, and trick them into a subjection to him. Example of this is the treaties between the Evangelicals, the Lutherans with the Mystery Babylon of the Roman Catholic Church. This includes all the treaties of the United Nation, recently with Turkey and Israel.

Thus, what the protestant nations truly and bravely had gained in a righteous battle for the Bible in the reformation, a nation truly base or from the swamp as Rome has regained in a treacherous peace, and craft has been caused to prosper. The mischief that he shall do to true faith in God Almighty: He shall magnify himself in his heart, and think himself fit to prescribe and give law to everybody, so that he shall stand up against the Prince of princes, that is, against God Almighty himself. He will profane God Almighty’s temple and the altar, prohibit his worship, and persecute his worshippers. No human power could defeat the king Daniel saw in his vision, but God Almighty would bring him down when he has used up his apportioned time. 
He is go on to achieve as he stated “In his Papal bull of 1302, Unam sanctum, Boniface VIII stated that since the Church is one, since the Church is necessary for salvation, and since Christ appointed Peter to lead it, it is "absolutely necessary for salvation that every human creature be subject to the Roman pontiff.” Can this doctrine be found anywhere in the Bible “No” it is all heresy. The Word of God Almighty tells us how to be saved in Acts 4:10-12. This is why Catholics are not allowed to read the Bible because if they were to read it themselves, they will find out that the Pope is false, and that God Almighty has not appointed anyone as the head of his Church (Colossians 1:12-23; 2: 6-19). Jesus Christ is the head of His Church, and true Christians are His saints.
Here we see what a height of impudence some people’s impiety brings them to; they openly bid defiance to God Almighty himself and name themselves “Vicar of Christ,” though they know he is the King of kings, the Lord of lords. The destruction that the son of perdition shall be brought to at last: He shall be broken without hand, that is, without the hand of man. He shall not be slain in war, nor shall he be assassinated, as tyrants commonly were, but he shall fall into the hand of the living God Almighty and die by an immediate stroke of His vengeance. In the case of Antiochus Epiphanes IV, he died insane after eating out of the piles of the city garbage in Persia in 164 B.C.

Daniel fainted, and was sick, with the multitude of his thoughts within him occasioned by this vision, which oppressed and overwhelmed him the more because he was enjoined to keep secret all he had seen, so that his belly was as wine which has no vent, he was ready to burst like new bottles (Job 32:19). However, he kept it to himself, stifled and smothered the concern he was in; so that those he conversed with could not perceive it. But he continued to do the king’s business according to the duty of his place, whatever it was that he did in the king’s palace. 

As long as we Christians live in this world we must have something to do in it, and even those whom God Almighty has most dignified with his favors must not think themselves above their business; nor must the pleasure of communion with God Almighty take us off from the duties of our particular callings, but still we must in them abide with God Almighty and witness for Him to others. Those of us that are entrusted with public business must see to it that we conscientiously discharge our trust righteously.
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Acts 12:21-23: And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his throne, and made an oration unto them. And the people gave a shout, saying, it is the voice of a god, and not of a man. And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God Almighty the glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost.

Mithridates the Great was the tyrannical king of Pontus (an ancient kingdom in Northeast Asia Minor) from 120 to 63 B.C.E. He was killed by a Gallic mercenary whose services he himself engaged after failing to poison himself following an insurrection by his troops. Supposedly, his suicide was unsuccessful because he had made himself immune to poison by taking small doses of it since childhood in an attempt to avoid the fate of assassination by poison. The story of Mithridates' tolerance is behind the English word mithridate, which dates to the early 16th century, as well as the word mithridatism, defined as "tolerance to a poison acquired by taking gradually increased doses of it."
