Sabbath Day Sermon of November 7, 2020
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Fruitful Seed and the Wasted Seeds
Matthew Chapter 13: 1-17.
In this chapter, Jesus describes the four major types of people in the world at large as they come in contact with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus' parables about the Kingdom of heaven form the third major discourse in the Gospel. A parable is a simile or metaphor drawn from everyday life or nature. Its vividness or strangeness gains the hearer’s attention but demands further reflection regarding the precise meaning. 

The Kingdom of God Almighty refers to His power and judgment in which He establishes His rule over all creation. Its coming is God Almighty’s work, though the cooperation of people in the present time is demanded. In Jesus Christ’s teaching, the Kingdom of heaven has both present and future dimensions. The Kingdom of heaven in the present is in the heart of the Christians, and the future is when Jesus Returns to assume control in righteousness (Daniel 2: 44-45).

Again, a parable compares something familiar to something unfamiliar helping us understand spiritual truth by using everyday objects and relationships. Jesus’ parables compel the listener to discover the truth, while at the same time concealing the truth from those too lazy or too stubborn to see it. To those honestly searching, the truth becomes clear.

1-9. Here Jesus was sitting in a boat with the crowds standing along the shore. The crowds are the mass of people. They are the object of Jesus’ mission and are not yet totally incorrigible, that is, people not able to be corrected or reformed in their unbelief, like the scribes and the Pharisees. The parable of the seeds contrasts three kinds of wasted seeds with one kind of fruitful seed on the good soil. The seeds were wasted because they landed on bad soils: a footpath, rocky ground, and among thorns. But the seed that fell on good soil yielded great results. The seeds represent the four kinds of people we commonly come in contact with the true Word of God Almighty, and how many of them would respond to it. Three of them would be the bad soils, while one would turn out to be good soil. In other words, the majority of the people we come in contact with the Gospel of Jesus Christ will not accept it the first time.
The parable uses repetition to build up a pattern of expectations and in the end changes the pattern to emphasize the real point of the story. It explains why Jesus preaching of the Kingdom of God Almighty has not been universally accepted and encourages those who have accepted it to keep on bearing fruit in good deeds of faith. The seed growing in good soil will achieve enormous results.

The parable is intended to encourage the Christian sowers, that is, those who teach, preach, and seek to lead others to the Lord Jesus. The sower in Jesus’ parable sowed good seed, but not all the seed sprouted, and even plants that grew had varying yields. As seed sowers, we are not to be discouraged if we do not always see results as we faithfully teach the Word of God Almighty. Belief in the Word of God Almighty should not be forced on people; rather we should share it, allowing the Holy Spirit to use our words to lead others to Jesus Christ.

Faith to believe God Almighty's word is the very essence of receiving the promises that He says we can have. .. “Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God.” Romans 10:17, gives us knowledge on how faith comes, by taking in God Almighty's word. When you look at your spiritual walk do you see how faith has affected your life? Again, there is a deeper kind of listening that result in spiritual understanding. If you are honestly seeking God Almighty’s will, then you have a spiritual hearing, and these parables will give you new perspectives.

10-11. Why Jesus used parables. Here the contrasts between the fruitful seed and the wasted seeds continue in the explanation of why Jesus used parables as a teaching device (Mark 4:10; Luke 8: 9-10). When speaking in parables, Jesus was not hiding the truth from sincere seekers, because those who were receptive to spiritual truth understood the illustrations. To others, they were only stories without meaning. This allowed Jesus to give spiritual food to those who hungered for it while preventing his enemies from trapping him sooner than they might otherwise have done.

Further, Jesus tells them, that therefore he preached by parables because thereby the things of God Almighty were made more plain and easy to them who were willingly ignorant; and thus the gospel would be a savor of life to some, and of death to others. A parable, like the pillar of cloud and fire, turns a dark side towards Egyptians, which confounds them, but a light side towards Israelites, which comforts them, and so answers a double intention (Exodus 14:19-20). In other words, the same light directs the eyes of some but dazzles the eyes of others. 

12-17. The phrase in verse 12 means we are responsible to use well what God Almighty has placed in our control. When people reject Jesus, their hardness of heart drives away or renders useless even the little understanding they had. The general lack of understanding of Jesus’ teaching is explained in verses 14-15 as the fulfillment of Isaiah 6:9-10. 
My friends, can you see this happening today around the world, especially in America? The people’s hearts have become fat and their ears heavy; their eyes are shut, lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts and be transformed and be healed of their unbelief and unrighteous living. The spiritual disposition of the true Christians, the fruitful soil, render them capable of seeing and understanding, while the others remain incapable of seeing and understanding at all because their spiritual disposition is not capable of allowing the seed to bear fruit.

Again, here is a promise to him that has, that has true grace, according to the election of grace, that has, and uses what he has; he shall have more abundance: God’ Almighty’s favors are earnests of further favors; where He lays the foundation, He will build upon it. Jesus Christ’s disciples used the knowledge they now had, and they had more abundance at the pouring out of the Spirit, (Acts. 2). They who have the truth of grace, and have put it to good use for the Gospel, shall have the increase of grace, even to an abundance in glory (Proverbs 4:18)

But to him, that has not, that has no desire of grace, that makes no right use of the gifts and graces he has: has no root, no solid principle; that has but uses not what he or she has; from him or she shall be taken away that which he or she has or seems to have. This person’s leaves shall wither, his or her gifts decay; the means of grace he or she has and makes no use of shall be taken from him or her (John 15:6). God Almighty will call in the person’s talents out of their hands that are likely to become bankrupts quickly. 

This reason is particularly explained, concerning the wasted seeds which are the sorts of people Jesus Christ had to deal with in His day. Some were willingly ignorant; and such were amused by the parables, because they seeing, see not, and hearing, perceive not. They had shut their eyes against the clear light of Jesus Christ’s plainer preaching and therefore were now left in the dark. My friends whatever you do, don’t be left in the dark at the return of Jesus Christ.
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