Sabbath Day Sermon of November 7, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Futility of Trusting In Man
Psalm Chapter 146

In a previous sermon we learned that every life must account to God. According to the words of the wise, all life comprehends in the trustworthy statement: Fear God, and keep his commandment, for this is the entire duty of man. Solomon who had everything he wanted in life tells us that life is futile without God. He advised that this knowledge is what motives the wise to seek God first in all he or she does.  Here King David used the theme: “The help of man versus the help of God.” No doubt the wise knows that help from man is temporal and unstable, but help from God is lasting and complete. Princes are mortal, as well as other men, and therefore we cannot have that assurance of help from them which we may have from that Potentate who has immortality. True believers ought to cease from trusting man for help, whose breath is in his nostrils and will not be there for long. 

3-9. David wrote this psalm; and he was himself a prince, a mighty prince; as such, it might be thought. Some probably thought he should be exempted from the service of praising God, that it was enough for him to see that his priests and people did it, but that he needed not to do it himself in his own person.  His wife Michal thought it a disparagement to him to dance before the ark saying, “How the king of Israel has distinguished himself today, going around half-naked in full view of the slave girls of his servants as any vulgar fellow would!” (2nd Samuel 6:20-23); but David was so far from being of this mind that he would himself be first and foremost in leading the procession. He considered his dignity as so far from excusing him from it that it rather obliged him to lead in it, and he thought it so far from lessening him that it really magnified him; therefore he stirred up himself to it and to make a business of it: Praise the Lord, O my soul! And he resolved to abide by it: "I will praise him with my heart; I will sing praises to him with my mouth.  Herein I will have an eye to him as the Lord, infinitely blessed and glorious in himself, and as my God, in covenant with me.’’ Praise is most pleasant when, in praising God, we have an eye to him as ours, whom we have an interest in and stand in relation. "This I will do constantly while I live, every day of my life, and to my life’s end; I will do it while I have any being, for when I have no being on earth I hope to have a being in heaven, a better being, to be doing it better.’’
It might be thought that David himself, having been so great a blessing to his country, should be adored, according to the habits of the heathen nations, who deified their heroes, that they should all come and trust in his shadow and make him their stay and strong-hold. "No,’’ says David, "Put not your trust in princes, not in me, not in any other; do not repose your confidence in them; do not raise your expectations from them. Be not too sure of their sincerity; some have thought they knew better how to reign by knowing how to dissemble. Be not too sure of their constancy and fidelity; it is possible they may both change their minds and break their words.’’ But, though we suppose them very wise and as good as David himself, yet we must not be too sure of their ability and continuance, for they are sons and daughters of Adam, weak and mortal.
At any time and under all circumstances, the best that man can do is to trust God, says the wise King. Praising the Lord God Almighty includes trusting him. We are not to trust the sons of men or princes like most Americans today trust in their president and senators. David who was a king says not to trust in men, especially in your presidents and senators, for they are finite. They can always be selfish. But the Lord God Almighty reigns forever. He helps all who hope in him, executing justice on their behalf, caring for the widows and orphans, opening the eyes of the blind, and setting the prisoners free. These are excellent reasons for singing Hallelujah to our God. Blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended in me, he thinks may very well be supposed to refer: “Happy is the man that hopes in the Lord his God, and who is not offended in him.” Let us take a view of the great encouragements here given us to hope in the Lord our God. He is the Maker of the world, and therefore has all power in himself, and the command of the powers of all the creatures, which, being derived from him, depend upon him: He made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and therefore his arm is not shortened, that it cannot save. It is very applicable to Jesus Christ, by whom God made the world, and without whom was not anything made that was made (John 1-3). It is a great support to faith that the Redeemer of the world is the same that was the Creator of it, and therefore has a good-will to it, a perfect knowledge of its case, and power to help it. He is a God of inviolable fidelity, and or secure from violation or profanation.  PSYOPS
If you ask, why can’t we trust our leaders? The only way to find out is for you to go back and listen to what each of them promised you to get elected, and listen to what those who are in office are saying and doing today. You will find that the ones trying to get in today are using the same PSYOPS scripts that worked for the ones that are in office today. In others words, they lied to you and will always lie to get in. Then they will turn against you with their new laws and executive orders.  One more thing, have you noticed that it is the same group of people that have been taking their turns in and out and back in office? Unfortunately, many still line themselves up on both sides of the streets to wave at them even after they have passed a law indicating that they do not want to hear us or see our faces when they are in our cities. But, there is indeed a Son of man in whom there is help, his name is Jesus Christ in whom there is salvation, and who will not fail those that trust in him. But all other sons of men, especially the princes, are like the man they are sprung of, who, being in honor, did not abide.
For these and several other reasons, King David portrays man as an inadequate helper, a false hope; even the princes or your leaders cannot deliver. Recall that recently the princes of America joined together to sign a legislation banning the people from speaking to them about their needs and concerns in public.  We as a people of God ought to return to our senses and know that God is the hope and the help we need, not the politicians. Jesus affirms his concern for the poor and afflicted, saying that God can handle our doubts, and He welcome our questions. My friend, if you have a question about God and his Son Jesus Christ, who He is or what he expects of you? I would suggest you first admit them to yourself and to God, and begin looking for answers. It is only as you face your doubts honestly can you begin to resolve them.

As true believers in God Almighty and His Son Jesus, we know that God does not separate the physical and spiritual needs of people, but attends to both. While God, not the government, is the hope of the needy, true believers are God’s instruments to help here on earth. God’s truths are for those who fear him and are wise to understand them. Jesus turned the society values upside down when he proclaimed that “Many that are first shall be last; and that the last shall be first” (Matthew 19:30), and that “whosoever will save his or her life shall lose it; and whosoever will lose his or her life for my sake shall find it”. God’s way is for the wise to understand. For example, consider the most powerful or well-known people in our world today how many of them got to where they are by being mild-tempered, self-effacing, and gentle? Does any one of them come to mind? Not many! 
Jesus made it crystal clear, that in the life to come, the last will be first, that is, if they got in last place by choosing to follow Jesus. My friend, do not forfeit eternal rewards for temporary benefits. Be willing to make sacrifices now for greater rewards later. Be willing to accept man’s disapproval for God’s approval. Therefore, true believers are not to be surprised when others do not understand their Christian values. But you must not give in to theirs, thinking they will come to Jesus if you lowered your Christian standards. No! Jesus said, “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw himor her: and I will raise him or her up at the last day” (John 6:44). So it is God who brings people to Jesus Christ by his Spirit.  Instead, be like the early true Christians who by following Jesus’ steps turned their world “upside down” (Acts 17:6).

10. Despite the enmity of Satan and the attacks of men, our God Almighty Father shall reign forever. His Kingdom shall continue in endless glory, however strong the adversaries. Thus true believers in God Almighty should shout Hallelujah to the Lord all the time. Praising God takes our minds off our problems and shortcomings, and helps us focus them on God. Praise teach us to consider and appreciate God’s character, and lifts our perspective from the earthly to the heavenly.
Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries®

Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
HSAPM Radio on Shoutcast
http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
Online Bible by HSAPM for Windows 8.1
http://www.hsapm.org/rss
