Sabbath Day Sermon of November 4, 2017
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Knowledge Must Be Taught

Proverbs Chapter 12

What is to reproof? It is a discipline valued by those who seek a good education, and by those whose hearts are set for heaven. Whoever hates reproof is void of common sense, he or she is foolish, and lacks genuine understanding. We should not be like the ox that kicks against the goad. If you do not care to learn, you can go to school for years and learn very little or nothing useful. But if you want to be taught, there is no end to what you can learn. Part of wanting to be taught is being willing to accept correction and to learn from the wisdom of others, especially from those before you in the Lord (2 Timothy 3:16).
A person who refuses constructive criticism has a problem with pride. Such a person is unlikely to learn much. It is explicitly asserted that the intentions and considerations of the heart are all important. Those motivated by true and righteous Justice are legitimate and are of good judgment, for they nib sin in the bud before it becomes a habit. But those who condone and encourage sin are of the wicked, deceitful, and they do not love anyone.  Justice in this situation means that the upright does what is just by acting promptly to make the sinner realize their sin in time, and God Almighty accepts them as guiltless. On the other hand, the wicked only produces fraud and dishonesty. The fraudsters and the guilty will be condemned for the concrete acts of fraud and wickedness their machinations lead.
3-8. To be established means to be successful, and real success comes only to those who follow God Almighty. The fact that the meaning of success for the Christian contrasts that of the wicked, so we ask what kind of success then do the wicked bring?  Now, we may know people who cheat in everything they do, is this not success? Yes it is some would say, but it is of the wicked kind of success. The Scripture warns about being envious of the wicked for all the things they have accumulated by dishonest means (Proverbs 24:1; 3:31-35). The Scripture says that these apparent successes are only temporary. They are bought at the expense of character. Cheaters grow more and more dishonest, and those who hurt others become callous and cruel. In the long run, evil behavior does not lead to godly success; it leads only to more evil and to self destruction. Real success does not compromise personal integrity and or your relationship with Jesus Christ. If you are thinking of success, make sure it is by God Almighty’s standards, or you will never achieve true success.

A good man or woman is a person who is faithful to God Almighty’s commandments in all that he or she does. This person may not be completely perfect, but he or she is constantly working on it by trusting in the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband, but sometimes a good man may end up with a bad wife. In such a case, his peace of mind and public reputation can be damaged by such a woman. Yet he is bound by oath until death parts them. Therefore, let those who marry considered the matter carefully, lest they marry in haste and repent at leisure.  It is also true that  a good wife can have a bad husband and suffer just as much as the good man with a bad wife.

9-18. It is very easy for anyone to put on a good act while away from home, pretending to be what we are not and impressing others with our high estate. People who twist the facts to support the claims they are making are likely to be trapped by their own lies. Better is the man or woman who is content with lesser fame but whose home is blessed with food and raiment. Someone who always tells the truth, the facts plain and unvarnished, give an unshakable defense. However, if you find you always have to defend yourself to others, maybe you are not being honest in the stories you tell. Lying and dishonesty can be destructively powerful uses of the tongue, but their gain is short-lived. But truth endures, and it not only outlasts dishonesty but also brings the benefits of peace, security, and joy to the one who serves it.
When someone insults or embarrasses you, it is natural to retaliate. But this solves nothing and only encourages trouble. A prudent man or woman who has been insulted or wronged should pick up the insult, for the insult will do him or her no harm but anger, resentment, and heat will do what the insult in itself cannot do. However, if he or she chooses to answer, as a Christian you must remember in whose place you are, that you are not in God Almighty’s place (Genesis 50:15-19).  It should be done slowly, lovingly and quietly. Your positive response will achieve positive results. “A soft answer turneth away wrath” (Proverbs 15:1). Express it as a mixture of choosing good words that win people over and of listening to others in order to learn rather than speaking before thinking. Since life and death are in the power of the tongue, therefore, better is the person whose news stays in his or her body than the one who speaks out injuriously (Proverbs 18:21).
19.23. The surest protection against evil and temptation is the life of piety. The pious will not be overcome by temptation, and they will work for good. On the other hand, the wicked delight in mischief, from which comes their misery and the absence of divine protection when the storms of life assail them. In other words, the truth is always timely; it applies today and in the future. Because it is connected with God Almighty’s changeless character, it is also changeless. 
Therefore, where it is God Almighty who will demand an answer to the abomination of false and or foolish speech; God Almighty hates the falsifying of words, for it shows the person’s great abomination as one who is sick within. My friends, if I may ask you to think with me for a moment about the centuries that have passed since these passages of the proverbs were written. Again, we urge you to consider the countless hours that have been spent carefully studying every sentence of the Scripture. The Bible has withstood the test of time. It is so, because God Almighty is the truth, and you can trust his Word to guide you.
“There shall no evil happen to the just”, meaning that although misfortune does come to good people, they are able to see opportunities in their problems and move ahead. But the wicked, that is, people who have no fear of the Lord and the knowledge of his Word, without God Almighty’s wisdom, are unequipped to handle their problems (Proverbs 3:16, 17; 10:3; 11:8).

“A prudent man or woman concealeth knowledge,” meaning a competent person in the Word of God Almighty has a great confidence. But those who lack the knowledge of the Word of the Lord God Almighty are insecure or uncertain and feel the need to prove themselves. Those that are acquainted with the truth of the Word of God, are skillful and they do not have to prove anything. They know they are capable in Jesus, so they can get on with their work. My friends, by all means, beware of the trap of showing off. If you are modest, people may not notice you at first, but they will respect you later.

24- 28. “The hand of the diligent shall bear rule,” meaning the diligent make wise use of their possessions and resources, but the lazy waste them. No doubt, waste has become a way of life for many who live in a land of plenty. But waste is a sign of laziness and it is poor stewardship. The Christian makes good use of everything God Almighty has given him or her.

“The way of the righteous is life,” although for many in the world death is a darkened door at the end of their lives, a passageway to an unknown and feared destiny. But for God Almighty’s people, death is a bright doorway to a new and better life. If you ask, “So why then do we fear death?” My friends, it is because of the pain we expect, the separation from loved ones, or the unknown? But God Almighty has given us the assurance in Jesus, so we need not fear. He has shown us that death is just another step in the continuing eternal life we began when we started to follow him, in Jesus Christ. Death is not final; it is the first step into eternity; Jesus came for that purpose that we may know the way (John 5:24).
We would conclude by assuring the faithful of the LORD that faith in God Almighty has right reason and equity on its side. Therefore, righteousness provides satisfaction and leaves one pleased and comfortable. In the way of righteousness, there is life and not death (John 5:13; Colossians 2:12). 
Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries®

Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
Online Bible by HSAPM for Windows 8.1
http://www.hsapm.org/rss
