Sabbath Day Sermon of November 3, 2018.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

How We Know We are Children of God Almighty

1 John Chapter 5

All who believe that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the Son of God Almighty, are themselves, children of the Almighty God, to be loved as is, their Father. This reciprocal love is the Father’s un-burdensome command originating from the Christian faith that has conquered the world. When we become Christians, we become part of God Almighty’s family, with fellow believers as our brothers and sisters. It is God Almighty who determines who the other members of the family are, not us. We are simply called to accept and love them.

4-5. We who are born of God Almighty are born for God Almighty. This makes possible the spiritual and intellectual conquest of the world (Ephesians 6:12). Faith in Jesus Christ is the means by which believers conquer the world. Jesus never promised that obeying and following him would be easy. Hard work, however, can be rewarding if we value its results. His commands are not burdensome and his yoke is easy. Even the hard work and self-discipline of serving Jesus Christ is no burden to those who love him. Should your load starts to feel heavy, you can always trust Jesus to help you bear it (Matthew 11:28-30).

6-9. “It is the Spirit that beareth witness,” because the Spirit is the truth. The Holy Spirit, who is the truth, witnesses to our hearts that Jesus Christ is LORD and that the Bible is God Almighty’s infallible Word. By the Spirit, in us, we know indeed that the words of the Scriptures were not “taught by human wisdom but taught by the Holy Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 2:13). This we know as “the testimony of the Holy Spirit.”

In heaven is our Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit. On earth are three who bear witness. Faith is a belief in Jesus Christ, who came in essential humanity, in a human ministry stretching from baptism till human death, both testified to by the Holy Spirit. Not only does the Holy Spirit testify, but so too do the present-day water and blood; which bespeak the presence of Jesus Christ himself and the eternal life he brings (John 19:33-37). 

The Holy Spirit, water, and blood are part of God Almighty’s testimony. To deny them is to reject God Almighty’s own witness and to affirm that he is a liar. But we know God Almighty cannot lie, even Satan knows it and trembles (James 2:19). Indeed, the purpose of this whole epistle is to help all to realize that they actually possess eternal life, if, that is they believe in Jesus Christ the Son of God Almighty.

Unfortunately, some Christians do not have the assurance of faith and tend to stumble around blindly, lacking confidence in their salvation. Some people hope they will receive eternal life. John has written this epistle saying that we can know, that is, for certain that we have eternal life in Jesus Christ. Our certainty is based on God Almighty’s promise that he has given us eternal life through His Son Jesus Christ. Since what John says, resonates with God Almighty, my friends, confidence in the Word of God Almighty assures the weakest of hearts and minds that all in Jesus Christ can know with certainty that they have eternal life.  So, all that is not in Jesus cannot have eternal life. I hope this is definitive enough for anyone out there to understand the both ways, that is, the way to heaven and the way to hell.

10-13. The credence statement of faith made here by John is that Jesus Christ is the Son of God Almighty. He is a Son of God Almighty who is also thoroughly human, both at the baptism at which the Holy Spirit testified that initiated the ministry and in the bloody death and his resurrection. Jesus is the Son of God Almighty, yes, but a Son of God whose humanity was essential that he might regain the lost paradise and have dominion over all things.

Therefore, he or she who believes in the Son of God Almighty has the witness of God Almighty in himself or herself, the Holy Spirit. But he or she that does not believe what God Almighty has said about his Son, makes God Almighty a liar, just like it was in the Garden of Eden when Satan told Eve that God Almighty did not tell them truth that they will die if they ate the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

If you ask, “How can I know that I have eternal life,” the record is in what God Almighty has offered to all, the salvation and eternal life through His Son Jesus Christ. To have life eternal is to have Jesus Christ. Those who do not have Jesus Christ in their lives as their LORD and Savior do not have life, but are already condemned to die eternal death except they repent. John says, that he has written these truths so that all those in Jesus Christ in truth and in Spirit should know for certain that they have eternal life if they continue to believe in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Now, what should be our confidence as believers in Jesus? John says that our confidence is in Jesus Christ knowing that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us because he is always listening to us. The emphasis here is on God Almighty’s will, not our will. When we communicate with God Almighty, we do not demand what we want; rather we discuss with him what he wants for us. If we align our prayers to his will, he will listen; he will give us a definite answer to our request.

14-18. Therefore, if we pray according to the will of God Almighty, He hears us. If God hears us we can be absolutely certain that we will get what we have prayed. We can discern the will of God Almighty from His Word in many cases so that when we pray according to that Word we know that our prayers will be answered in the affirmative John (6:63-70). This pattern stated here should be normative in prayers of petition and intercession. Our prayer should be made in complete confidence because what we ask for is already ours (John 14: 13, 14). 

However, one specific thing we should always request is the conversion of the sinner except in the case of one willfully sinning in deadly fashion, there is doubt about that soul. At any rate, God Almighty’s door is open, and we are encouraged to pray for Christian sinners with the promise that this prayer, too, will be answered; even when there is a serious doubt about the value and efficacy of prayer for those Christians sinning in a deadly fashion.

Although John does not say not to pray for them, he cautions:”There is such a thing as deadly sin, about which I do not say that you should pray.” John must have viewed those whose sin is deadly as ex-Christians who have, with fatal deliberation, moved out into the darkness and joined the “antichrists.” By rejecting the only way of salvation, these people would be putting themselves out of reach of prayer. 

18-21. Since no one born of God Almighty makes sin the practice of his or her life, so we who are begotten by God Almighty, however, will not sin;  shielded as we are by Jesus Christ part of God Almighty’s sphere and not of the devil’s to whom belongs the anti-God Almighty world. Actually, we indwell both the Father and the Son, and eternal life (John 17:21-23).

John’s letter concludes with a terse warning against idols; that is anything that substitutes for the true faith, anything that robs Jesus Christ of his full deity and humanity, any human idea that claims to be more authoritative than the Bible, any loyalty that replaces God Almighty as the center of our life. These are, in probability, both false images as in the church of Rome, but also false doctrines, especially those that peek out between the lines of this letter; a faulty appreciation of Jesus humanity and of its saving power.

In this ministry, the Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries, what we know and think about Jesus Christ is central to our teaching, preaching, prophecy and living. Jesus is the God-man, fully God and fully human at the same time, and there is no one like Him. He came to earth to die in our place for our sins. Through faith in him, we are given eternal life and the power to do his will. If you didn’t know who Jesus is, you can’t say that anymore, because now you know Him (John 14:6-11).
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