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God Almighty’s Judgment against Northern Israel

Hosea Chapter 5

The period when this prophecy was given runs from after the death of Jeroboam II in 746 B.C. to the seizure of royal power by King Hoseah in 732 B.C. The period covers only fourteen years, yet it produced seven kings resulting from the several assassinations of kings and their royal families, pro-Assyrian and anti-Assyrian policies, treaty with Egypt against Assyria, and with Assyria against Egypt, big promises and meager delivery, politics in place of moral reform, and distracting military adventures that lead to heavy losses, which again distract the people to seek remedy in new assassinations, than in God Almighty.  

The whirl of events and the tragedy of malfeasance or wrongdoing in leadership disrupt any orderly discussion. At one point Menahem the son of Gadi, slew the usurper Shallum and seized the vacant throne of Israel. B.C. 771. His reign, which lasted ten years, is briefly recorded in (2 Kings 15:14-22). He maintained the calf-worship of Jeroboam. The contemporary prophets Hosea and Amos have left a melancholy picture of the ungodliness, demoralization, and feebleness of Israel. Menahem reigned B.C. 771-760 in the northern kingdom and tilts in favor of Assyria. 

At another time Ahaz, king of Judah, in a panic to save his throne, declares himself a vassal or placed his kingdom under the protection of Assyria, sacrificing the independence of his country and enmeshing or entangling it in international turmoil or in a state of extreme confusion. Then Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria came to Ahaz but afflicted him rather than strengthening him. For the LORD was humbling Judah because of King Ahaz of Judah, for he had encouraged his people to sin and had been utterly unfaithful to the LORD (2 Chronicles 28:19).

The Lord God Almighty now called upon the priests and all other classes of society to answer the charges against them. This call is repeated in a different form in verse 8. Israel was as it is in America today, with both civil and religious leaders hopelessly corrupt, the people of Israel had no chance as it is today in America, as the deep state is determined to take it down into the sewer. Trump said this several times when he was campaigning for the office of the president in 2016, that the American system is rigged, and that we had no chance because of what is planned against the United States.

Here Hosea makes the announcement, "Hearken, you house of Israel, the common people, and give ear, O house of the king!’’ let them all take notice, for they have all contributed to the national guilt, and they shall all share in the national judgments. Observe, if neither the sanctity of the priesthood nor the dignity of the royal family will prevail to keep out sin, it cannot be expected that they should avail to keep out wrath. If the priests, and the house of the king, though they bear such noble characters, sin like others, their noble characters will not excuse them, but they must smart or suffer like others (Acts 10:34).

Nor shall it be any plea for the house of Israel that they were misled by their priests and princes, but they shall receive their doom with them, and neither their meanness nor their multitude shall be their exemption. The witness is produced against them, one instead of a thousand; it is God Almighty’s omniscience: “I know Ephraim, and Israel is not hidden from me. They have not known the Lord, but the Lord has known them, knows their true character however disguised, knows their secret wickedness however concealed.” That you reject the knowledge of God will not secure you from His knowledge of you; and when he contends with you He will prove your sins upon you by His own knowledge, so that it will be in vain to plead Not guilty, or the usual “I haven’t done anything.” What is in your heart speak louder than the sound of a trumpet in the ears of the heavenly hosts.

The people of northern Israel looked to their leaders for guidance, and in God Almighty, they should have found it. Today we can often choose our own leaders, but we still need to be aware of whether they are taking us toward or away from God Almighty. As God Almighty held the people of Israel responsible for their actions and choices, he will hold us responsible for our actions and the choices we make.

3-4. They will not frame their doings to turn to God Almighty. The charge is that of spiritual prostitution or harlotry. If you ask, “Why won’t they receive the Gospel message and turn to God Almighty?” It is because the spirit of whoredom and idolatry dwell in them. In other words, they are possessed of the spirit of whoredom and idolatry. They have turned away from God Almighty, and are confirmed in their ways, and delight in what they are doing. The tribes of Israel have broken their marriage vows, that is, their covenant with God Almighty. No doubt, persistent sin hardens a person’s heart and makes it difficult to repent. Deliberately choosing to disobey God Almighty can sear the conscience; each sin makes the next one easier to commit (Romans 1:17-32). My friends, do not allow sin to wear down a hard path deep within you, rather steer as far away from sinful practices as possible.

5-10. “The princes of Judah were like to those who remove the bound.” Those who “remove the bound” are the lowest sort of thieves. The princes of Judah were like those who cheat people by moving the boundary marker to gain additional land (Deuteronomy 19:14). Judah is like Ephraim in her sins. The ten tribes will be carried captive to Assyria and lose their identity (2 Kings 17:18-24); whereas Judah like her sister Ephraim will fall but will rise again after punishment for Jesus Christ’s sake; in order that the fulfillment of the prophecies of his coming through Judah may be realized (Genesis 49:10). Today God Almighty calls upon all sinners to repentance, but their pride, that is, their idolatry which is visible in their faces and in their lifestyles, will bring them and all who perform with them down in their iniquities, unless they heed to the warning and answer to the call to come home to the Father’s house.

God Almighty is offering salvation to all that will accept it, but the time is almost here when it will be too late, that they would in their pains and sufferings seek the LORD God Almighty, but they shall not find him (Luke 13:25). Because they have lived treacherously, they have begotten strange children. They have that proud look which the Lord hates. They departed from God Almighty to idols and bred up their children in idolatry. They have dealt treacherously against the Lord, as a wife, who, in contempt of the marriage covenant, forsakes her husband, and lives in adultery with another (Matthew 19:3-9). 

Thus those who are guilty of spiritual idolatry, whose god is their money, whose god is their belly, deal treacherously against the Lord; they violate their engagements to him and frustrate his expectations from them. Wilful sinners are treacherous dealers. They have begotten strange children, that is, their children which they have begotten are estranged from God Almighty, and trained up in a false way of worship; they are a spurious brood, as children of fornication or bastards (John 8:41-44; Hebrews 12:6-8), whom God Almighty will disown. 

Those who deal treacherously with God Almighty indeed are those who would not only turn to follow him themselves but train up their children in wicked ways. Very sad things are made to be their doom. In general, if you are reading this message, "Judgment is towards you, if you will not turn to God Almighty, but continue to raise your children in your idolatry. God Almighty is coming forth to contend with you, and to testify his displeasure against you for your sins.’’ My friends, the time to hearken is now when judgment is towards you. In particular, those who reject God Almighty’s call to repentance shall fall in their iniquity. 

This follows upon their pride testifying to their faces. Pride will have a fall; it is a certain presage and forerunner of it. Those that exalt themselves shall be abased. The face in which pride testifies shall be filled with confusion. They shall not only fall but fall in their iniquity, the saddest fall of any. Their pride kept them from repenting of their iniquity, and therefore they shall fall in it. If you let your pride keep you from repenting of your sins and from accepting Jesus Christ for salvation, we can assure you that when your cup is full, you will fall in your sins. Those that are not humbled for their sins are likely to perish forever in their sins.

It is added, Judah also shall fall with them in her iniquity if she follows Ephraim’s footsteps, as in doing what everyone is doing, instead of what God Almighty says to do. Although Judah had the temple and priesthood, and yet these shall not be enough for their security, but, if they sin with Israel and Ephraim, with them they shall fall too. They shall fall short of God Almighty’s favor when they profess to seek it. Even when they shall go with their flocks and with their herds to seek the Lord, but in vain; they shall not find him. 

This seems to be spoken principally of Judah when in their iniquity they sought the Lord, but they did not seek him only, forsaking all other gods, and therefore he was not found of them, because they still held on to their idolatry while pretending to be sorry for their sins. For example there are Christians who pray and sing praises in worship to God Almighty, but will then in their cars or at home play and listen to secular music; if that is what you do as a Christian, God Almighty will not be found when you don’t seek him only, because your loyalty to God Almighty is divided between Him and the world. As a Christian you ought to know that all secular music is dedicated to Lucifer also known as Satan (Joshua 24:15; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20).

When they worshipped strange gods, yet they kept up the show and shadow of the worship of the true God Almighty; they went as usual, at the solemn feasts, with their flocks and herds to seek the Lord; but their hearts were not upright with him. Because they were not entirely for him, and therefore he would not accept them. The only time God Almighty can be found is when we seek him with our whole heart, not divided between God Almighty and Baal (Ezekiel 14:3). Your Baal could be materialism. Coming to God Almighty for what you can get, not for his righteousness (Matthew 6:33). 

When you fall into sin, or found yourself falling into sin, and you sought the Lord, but you fail to seek him early enough before it is too late, and therefore he might not be found. If it is only when you see destruction coming upon you, and shall then, in your distress, flee to God Almighty, and think to make him your friend with praise and worship; but it will be too late then to turn away his wrath when the decree has gone forth. Even Josiah’s reformation did not prevail to turn away the wrath of God Almighty, because it was already too late (2 Kings 23:25, 26). Those that offer their sacrifices and gifts only to seek the Lord, and not with their hearts and souls, cannot expect to find him, for his favor is not to be purchased with materials things. Nor shall those that would not seek the Lord while he may be found, for there is a time when he will not be found. 

They shall not find him, for he has withdrawn himself; he will not be enquired of by them but will turn a deaf ear to their sacrifices. Finding salvation requires more concentrated effort than most people are willing to put forth. Obviously, we cannot save ourselves, there is no way we can work ourselves into God Almighty’s favor. The work we must do “to enter at the strait gate” is earnestly desiring to know him and by framing your doings to turn to God Almighty before it is too late to do so.

8-12. Here is, a loud alarm sounded, giving notice of judgments coming. Blow you the cornet in Gibeah and in Ramah, two cities near together in the confines of the two kingdoms of Judah and Israel, Gibeah a frontier-town of the kingdom of Judah, Ramah of Israel; so that the warning is hereby sent into both kingdoms. "Cry aloud at Bethaven, or Bethel, which place seems to be already seized upon by the enemy, and therefore the trumpet is not sounded there, but you hear the outcries of those that shout for mastery, mixed with theirs that are overcome.’’ Let them cry aloud, "After thee, O Benjamin here comes the enemy! The tribe of Ephraim is already vanquished, and the enemy will be upon thy back, O Benjamin! In a little time; thy turn comes next. The cup of trembling shall go round.”

13-15. Judgments have come for Ephraim and Judah, because both kingdoms, when contended with by God Almighty, seek relief by making heathen alliances. When God contended with them by lesser judgments they neglected him, and ignored his warning and sought to creatures for relief, but sought in vain. When God Almighty was to them as a moth, and as rottenness, they perceived their sickness and their wound; after a while they found themselves going down the hill, and that they were behindhand or late in their affairs, their estate was sensibly decaying, and then they sent to the Assyrian, to come in to their assistance, made their court to king Jareb, which was the king of Assyria, to whom both Israel and Judah applied for relief in their distress, hoping by an alliance with them to repair and re-establish their declining interests. 

During the reigns of Menahem and Hoseah, Israel turned to Assyria for help (2 Kings 15:19-20; 17:3-4). But this would bring disappointment because only God Almighty can heal sickness. Even the great powers of that time could not help Israel for God Almighty himself had determined to judge the nation. So, Ephraim shall be carried unto Assyria for a present to king Jareb: Ephraim shall receive shame, and Israel shall be ashamed of his own counsel. 

As a people and as individuals, if you neglect God Almighty’s call to repentance, how can you escape (Hebrew 2:3)? “For I God Almighty will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the house of Judah,” meaning that though Assyrian armies inflicted the mortal wound, God Almighty wants no misunderstanding that: “I am like a lion, I rend the prey and depart.” In other words, the Assyrians are following through with God Almighty’s plan of judgments for Ephraim and Judah.

God Almighty will at length work upon those who have strayed away from him, and bring them home to himself, by their afflictions, which is the thing he waits for; and then he will no longer withdraw from them. Two things are here mentioned as instances of their return: [1.] Their penitent confession of sin to Jesus Christ not to a priest. Till they acknowledge their offense. [2] Till they are guilty, that is, till they are sensible of their guilt, and be brought to admit it, and humble themselves before God Almighty for it. If you have never confessed your sins to Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, then we must assure you that all your sins are still with you not forgiven and not taken away. 

Whenever we begin to complain more of our sins than of our afflictions then there begins to be some hope of us, and this is that which God Almighty requires of us. When we are under God Almighty’s correcting hand that we admit ourselves in a fault and justly corrected (Hebrews 12:2-8). Thus it may reasonably be expected that affliction will bring those to God Almighty that had long gone astray from him, and kept at a distance. Therefore God Almighty for a time turns away from us, that he may turn us to himself, and then return to us. Is any among you afflicted? Let him or her pray (James 5:13).
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