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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Daniel’s Night Vision of The Beasts
Daniel Chapter 7
Reading through the book of Daniel we noted that the first six chapters present history; the last six chapters are prophecies about the future, of the end times. In this chapter, we have the description of Daniel’s vision of four beasts that are similar to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in chapter 2, and of the Ancient of Days. Nebuchadnezzar’s dream covered the political aspects of the empires. Daniel’s dream depicted their moral aspects. These nations who would reign over Israel were evil and cruel as Israel’s sin of idolatry that placed them under the rulership of these nations. But Daniel also saw God Almighty’s future Kingdom arrive and conquer them all.

        Verses 1-14 deal with the vision, while verses 15-28 give the interpretation. Out of the storm-tossed seas come four strange beasts. This world is like the tempestuous sea, and Daniel saw four beasts come up from the sea, from the troubled waters, in which aspiring minds love to fish. The monarchs or nations are represented by beasts because too often it is by brutish rage and tyranny that they are raised and supported.

 
One of the beasts was like a lion with eagle’s wings, which has its wings pulled off and is given human-like legs and a human mind; this represents Babylon, which had lost its lion heart and has become feeble and faint; a three-fanged animal like a ravenous bear is Medo-Persia, which had set up a joint government. The three ribs in its mouth of it between the teeth, the remains of the those nations it had devoured, which were the marks of its voraciousness, and yet an indication that though it had devoured much it could not devour all, some ribs stuck in the teeth of it, which it could not conquer. 
The four-winged animal, four-headed animal like a leopard, it had four wings and flew much faster in conquering nations, its four heads are the four divisions of the Greek Empire which emerged after Alexander’s death. His conquests were divided among his four chief captains: Seleucus Nicanor had Asia the Great, Perdiccas, and after him, Antigonus, had Asia Minor, Cassander had Macedonia, and Ptolemaeus had Egypt. Dominion was given this beast; it was given of God Almighty, from whom alone promotion comes. The fourth beast, a ten-horned, ravaging beast with great iron teeth and trampling feet, which is too horrible to be likened to any animal on earth was not a world power which Daniel recognized, it represents Rome and the end times.

The fourth beast is a particularly fearsome monster, having ten horns in the midst of which springs up another little horn with eyes and a large mouth speaking blasphemies. As Daniel watches, three of the horns of the fourth beast are torn away by the emergence of a little horn with human-like eyes and a mouth that speaks blasphemy. The little horn destroys three of the other horns, that is, three of the ten nations. 
Then the scene changes and Daniel sees a vision of heavenly judgment presided over by the Ancient of Days. God Almighty is portrayed as an old, white-haired man dressed in white presiding from a fiery throne with wheels (Ezekiel 1:26; 10:1), over a court of thousands of servants on the heavenly course. When the books are opened, the four beasts are brought to trial. The fourth beast is sentenced to death, and its body is cast into the fire. The other three beasts lose their power but are permitted to live for a season. At this judgment, because of its blasphemies, the fourth beast is destroyed and in the diminishing and weakening of the other three beasts, they had their dominion taken away, and so were disabled from doing the mischiefs they had done to the church and people of God Almighty. But their lives were prolonged for a time and a season, a set time, the bounds of which they could not pass. 
The power of the foregoing kingdoms was quite broken, but the people of them still remained in a mean, weak, and low condition. We may allude to this in describing the remainders of sin in the hearts of good people; they have corruptions in them, the lives of which are prolonged, so that they are not perfectly free from sin, but the dominion of them is taken away, so that sin does not reign in their mortal bodies. And thus God Almighty deals with his church’s enemies; sometimes he breaks the teeth of them (Psalm 3:7), when he does not break the neck of them, crushes the persecution, but reprieves the persecutors, that they may have a second chance to repent. 
In his night vision, Daniel sees “one like a son of man,” that is, a human figure appears coming in the clouds to the court of the Ancient One. This special human figure is none other than Jesus Christ, after his victorious battle against the forces of the evil trinity, and he was given dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed (Daniel 2:44).

10-12. Here, Daniel is bewildered by his night vision, of the trial of the four beasts in the heavenly court and the inheritance of the one like a son of man. So he asked one of the angels to explain the meaning of all this, and he is told that the four beasts are four kingdoms that succeed one another and are then followed by the eternal Kingdom of the saints of the Most High God Almighty. The angel assures Daniel that though the little horn wars against the saints of God Almighty will hurt, but its triumph will be brief. Dominion over it will soon be given to the holy ones of the new Israel. The son of a man here represents Jesus Christ who is already victorious, to whom all dominion is given.

Daniel saw God Almighty judging millions of people and they stood before him. We all must stand before Almighty God and give an account of our lives. My friend, if your life were judged by God Almighty today, what would he say about it? How would he measure it against his Word? As we look forward to God Almighty’s judgment, we should all think about what we would like him to say about our devotion to him at that time. Then we should live that way today. I don’t know about you, but that is what I will be doing (Ephesians 6:10-20).

13-17. The one like the son of man is the Messiah. Jesus Christ used this verse to refer to himself (Matthew 24:64; Luke 21:27; John 1:51). The clouds of heaven portray the deity of the Son of man for they are used exclusively as a divine attribute. God Almighty’s glory appeared in a cloud in Exodus 16:10 and 19:9 at the giving of the Law at Sinai.

Brothers and sisters, if you feel as Daniel did about these prophecies, disturbed and confused, it will only mean that you have not read the book of Revelation. Jesus has revealed everything that we need to know about the time we live. It is to us his true saints, the Messianic community that God Almighty has revealed the end of the age beforehand. Jesus Christ gave the Kingdom to the new Israel of faith. His coming ushered in the Kingdom of God Almighty and all believers in Jesus are its citizens (Daniel 7:22, 27). Although God Almighty may allow persecution to continue for a while to test our endurance and purify us, the destiny of his followers will be to possess the Kingdom and be with him forever.

18-22. The fourth beast interests Daniel most. This monster with fans of iron and talons of bronze is the most ferocious and warlike of the empires. It is explained to Daniel that its ten horns are its ten kings. The little horn is a king who destroys three other kings, and persecutes the saints, seeks to change times and laws of God Almighty, and oppresses the saints in that last days for a period that will be apportioned to him by God Almighty. But God Almighty’s judgment falls upon his empire and the Kingdom of the saints takes its place forever.

The puzzle left for us to solve from the Bible is not hard to figure out if you have taken the time to read the end times prophecies; you will discover that the four kingdoms are the same world empires as those in Daniel Chapter 2. Babylon, Median-Persia, Greek, and Roman. The Roman Empire is the most formidable. The ten kings are the same that we studied in Revelation chapter 17:12 that have not received kingdoms as yet, but received power as kings one hour with the beast. They would be allies of Rome, and will fight against Jesus Christ, and will be defeated. Also, these will suddenly bring the destruction of the beast by turning viciously against him at the command of God Almighty. The ten nations of the world would finally do the LORD’s bidding (Revelation 17:16-17). 

23-26. The little horn with the large mouth that speaks blasphemies against God Almighty that made war with the saints is the son of perdition, the antichrist. Until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the Most High God Almighty. To this the angelic interpreter answers that this fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that shall devour the whole earth. That the ten horns are ten kings, and the little horn is another king that shall subdue three kings, and shall be very abusive to God Almighty and his people. He shall act: (1.) very impiously towards God Almighty. He shall speak great words against the Most High God Almighty, setting him, and his authority and justice, at defiance; (2.) very imperiously towards the people of God Almighty (Revelation 13:5-8). He shall wear out the saints of the Most High God Almighty; he will not cut them off at once but wear them out by long oppressions and a constant course of hardships put upon them, ruining their estates and weakening their families (Revelation 13:16-17). 

The design of Satan has been to wear out the saints of the Most High God Almighty, that they may denounce their faith, take his mark, fall away and be no more in remembrance in the Kingdom of God Almighty. But the attempt is vain, for while the world stands God Almighty will have His Church in it. The son of perdition shall think to change times and laws, to abolish all the ordinances and institutions of faith in God Almighty, and to bring everybody to say and do just as he would have them.[1] He shall trample upon laws and customs, human and divine.  He pulls down, he builds, and he changes square into a round as if he meant to alter even the ordinances of heaven themselves. 
In one of the Hollywood scripts, “The Devil’s Advocate,” the son of perdition speaks through one of his coadjutors or surrogates saying, “What he cannot legislate, he will buy.  What he cannot buy, he will degrade.  He will blow every fuse of enlightenment until it looks like a vandalized, neon sign!  Because it is given into his hands for a time, and he blasphemes against God Almighty as busy or at his peephole—as he deigns him with his disapproval—or as he lumbers around his empty kingdom like some overfed colonial governor, and that as God sleeps late, he will win” he blasphemes again and again.” Observe that while the antichrist recognizes that there is God Almighty, but he deceives the world with his lies that there is no God (James 2:19). 
Daniel is told by the angel that in these daring attempts, the son of perdition shall for a time prosper and have success; they shall be given into his hand by God Almighty until time, times, and half a time, that is, for a period of forty-two months, or 1260 years (Revelation 13:5). But at the end of that time, the judgment shall sit and take away his dominion, which he expounds of the beast being slain and his body destroyed.

The saints shall possess the kingdom forever, even forever and ever; and the reason is that he whose saints they are is the Most High God Almighty and his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom. He is so, and therefore His children shall be so. Because I live, you shall live also, (John. 14:19). His kingdom is for His children; they regard themselves exalted in his exaltation and desire no greater honor and satisfaction to themselves than that all dominions should serve and obey him, as they shall do.

Daniel kept in mind all that God Almighty had revealed to him, He kept the vision in his heart, not to keep it from us but to keep it for us. It has been given to us in the Scriptures that we are to treasure up in our hearts. However much the vision may puzzle us, we can be assured that God Almighty is working out His plan through the true Church of Jesus Christ, a plan no one can annul, abridge, change or destroy. 
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