Sabbath Day Sermon of November 28, 2020
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

How Can Faith Be Proven?
Hebrews Chapter 11
If faith is the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things not seen, how then can faith be proven if it is not seen? Faith can be proven to exist by how we react in life to our circumstances and situations. In other words, circumstances and situations test not only our faith but our patience to prove them and whether Jesus dwells in us. 

Today the entire true Christian Community is under the test to prove to us whether we have faith or are simply babblers. It is through faith that we know we are Christians, and through faith, we understand that the worlds were framed by the living Word of God Almighty and that all things made that we see appeared as He ordered them (Genesis 1). The example to follow is illustrative of the same demanded of and implicit in the very existence of Christians.
The main component of this third section of the passage, and by far the best–known passage in the study, is the long list of examples of Old Testament models of faith, culminating in the example of Jesus, the new and supreme model. We are given examples of those before us whose lives illustrate some virtue or quality who lived by faith, and died and suffered extraordinary things by the strength of the grace of God Almighty.  Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Rahab the harlot, Gedeon, Samson, Jephthae, David, Samuel, and the prophets of old and new. You may have noticed that Adam and Eve are not on this list of those who lived by faith, because they did not live in obedience to God Almighty through faith. They listened and obeyed Satan who wanted what they had and were successful in getting them to remove themselves from God Almighty’s promises. 
Ideally, it would be good to have the space to comment fully on each of the Old Testament examples in this litany of people who acted in faith. To appreciate the study chapter properly, and to enjoy reading it, the student should be sure he or she has a fresh memory of each story referred. That involves more “homework” reading through the Old and New Testament Scripture than we have done here.
“Now faith is the reality of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. We observe here that the grace of faith is in two parts.  It is the substance of things hoped for. Faith and hope go together; and the same things that are the object of our hope are the object of our faith. It is a firm persuasion and expectation that God Almighty will perform all that he has promised to us in Jesus Christ. Again, faith is personally appropriated, but it is, first of all, an objective quality. We might well describe it as an insight into the reality of the invisible divine world. Faith is related to hope, to be sure, but as a motivation that sustains hope when the goals hoped for are not visible. Now, since such faith is characteristic of the heroes of the Old Testament, it is oriented toward God Almighty and his promises and the coming of Jesus Christ.
This persuasion is so strong that it gives the soul a kind of possession and present fruition of those things, gives them a subsistence in the soul, by the first-fruits and foretastes of them: so that believers in Jesus Christ in the exercise of faith are filled with joy unspeakable and full of glory. It is by faith that we know that Jesus Christ dwells in the soul of his children and that the true Christian’s soul is filled with the fullness of God Almighty, as far as his present measure will admit.

The true Christian experiences a substantial reality in the objects of faith. Again, faith is the evidence of things not seen. Faith demonstrates to the eye of the mind the reality of those things that cannot be discerned by the eye of the body. Faith is of the spiritual realm, it is the firm assent of the soul to the divine revelation and every part of it, and sets to its seal that God Almighty is true. Faith is a full approbation of all that God Almighty has revealed as holy, just, and good; it helps the soul to make application of all to itself with suitable affections and endeavors, and so it is designed to serve the believer’s spirit in Jesus Christ instead of sight and to be to the soul all that the senses are to the body.

Therefore,  if one claims to be a Christian and does not exercise his or her faith in God Almighty, in whatever he or she does, Jesus said in the parable of the talents, that “what he or she has will be taken and given to someone who has” (Matthew 25: 28-29). Speaking of Enoch gives a kind of minimal description of the object of faith: belief that God Almighty exists and that He rewards those who follow Him. The faith of the Christian will be informed by the Word of God Almighty spoken in His Son Jesus Christ, but it is not qualitatively different from the faith of the biblical heroes (Mathew 5:17-19).
13-16. Now, these eloquent verses sum up the examples of the wandering patriarchs by recalling the theme of pilgrimage in search of a permanent home, thus linking the faith of the patriarchs to that of true Christians. The people of faith before us died without receiving all that God Almighty had promised, but they never lost their vision of heaven “a better country.” Unfortunately, many Christians today become frustrated and defeated because their needs, wants, expectations, and demands are not immediately met when they believe in Jesus Christ. If you are discouraged because your goal seems far away, my friends take courage from these heroes of faith who lived and died without seeing the fruit of their faith on earth and yet continued to believe.
James in chapter 1:1-8, tells us that Faith is a grace that one expression supposes and another expressly requires: Knowing this, that the trial of your faith worketh patience. It is not if we face trials, but that we will certainly face them, and that it is possible to profit from them. We are not to pretend to be happy when we face pain, but to have a positive outlook because of the results trials will bring. We should consider trials and hardships as times of learning.   
There must be a sound belief of the great truths of Christianity, and a resolute cleaving to them, in times of trial. That faith which is spoken of here as tried by afflictions consists in a belief of the power, and Word, and promise of God Almighty, and infidelity and constancy to the Lord Jesus. For this faith to work, there must be patience: The trial of faith worketh patience; that is, the trying of one grace produces another; and the more the suffering graces of a Christian are exercised the stronger they grow. 
5-8. The perfect Christian lacks nothing, but if anyone lacks something, let them pray to God Almighty. Perseverance will lead to maturity in which we lack nothing, but a shortcut to supply what is lacking in prayer. Typical in the passage is the use of contrasts in describing what is right or wrong. Here we find contrasting “pray-ers”: true believers ask in faith (Mark 11:24), but false pray-ers are doubters or “split persons.” In other words, a doubter’s prayer is like surf tossed by the wind.
Paul tells us in Romans 5:3 that Tribulation worketh patience. Now, to exercise Christian patience correctly, we must, let it work. It is not a stupid thing to be patient, but an active thing. Stoical apathy and Christian patience are very different: by the one true Christians become, in some measure, insensible of their afflictions; but by the other, they become triumphant in and over them. As true Christians, we must be careful, in times of trial, that patience and not passion, be put to work in us; whatever is said or done, let patience have the saying and doing of it. 

We must not allow the indulging of our passions to hinder the operation and noble effects of patience; let us allow it to work, and it will work wonders in a time of trouble.  We must have room in us for patience to do its perfect work. Do nothing to limit patience nor to weaken it, but let it have its full scope. Should one affliction come upon the heels of another, and a train of them are drawn upon you, yet let patience go on till its work is perfected. 
When we bear all that God appoints, and as long as he appoints, and with a humble obedient eye to him, and when we not only bear troubles but rejoice in them, then patience hath its perfect work. When the work of patience is complete, then the Christian is complete, and nothing will be wanting in him or her. Patience will furnish us with all that is necessary for our Christian race and warfare and will enable us to persevere to the end, and then its work will be ended and crowned with glory. 
After we have grown in other graces, we need patience, because we have made a heavy investment in following Jesus Christ; much is at stake for us (Hebrews 10:36). But let patience have its perfect work, and we shall be perfect and complete, wanting nothing. Prayer is a duty recommended also to suffering Christians; and here the apostle shows what we ought more especially to pray for—wisdom: If any lack wisdom, let him ask of God Almighty. We should not pray so much for the removal of an affliction as for wisdom to make the right use of it. We need more wisdom under any great trials or exercises to guide us in our judging of things, in the order of our spirit and temper, and the management of our affairs. 
To be wise in trying times is a special gift of God Almighty, and to Him, we must seek for it, and obtain it upon our petitioning or asking for it. Let the foolish become beggars at the throne of grace, and they are to be fair to be wise. It is not said, "Let such ask of man,’’ no, not of any man, but, "Let him ask of God Almighty,’’ who made him and gave him his understanding and reasonable powers at first, of him in whom are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
We are to make our requests of wisdom and needs to be known to God Almighty daily, and ask by faith and expect to receive them. We have the greatest encouragement to do this: He giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not. Yea, it is expressly promised that it shall be given. Here is something in answer to every discouraging turn of the mind, when we go to God Almighty, under a sense of our weakness and folly, to ask for wisdom. 
He to whom we are sent, we are sure, has it to give: and He is of a giving disposition, inclined to bestow this upon those who ask. Nor is there any fear of His favors being limited to some in this case, to exclude others, or any humble petitioning soul; for He gives to all men and women. If you should say you want a great deal of wisdom, a small portion will not serve your turn, the apostle affirms, that God Almighty gives liberally; and lest you should be afraid of going to him unseasonably, or being put to shame for your folly, it is added, God Almighty upbraideth not. 
Ask when you will, and as often as you will, you will meet with no upbraidings.  And if, after all, any should say, "This may be the case with some, but I fear I shall not succeed so well in my seeking for wisdom as some others may,’’ let such consider how particular and express the promise is: It shall be given him. Justly then the fools must perish in their foolishness, if wisdom may be had for asking, and they will not pray to God for it. But, there is one thing necessary to be observed in our asking, namely, that we do it with a believing, steady mind: Let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. The promise above is very sure, taking this provision along with us; wisdom shall be given to those who ask it of God Almighty, provided they believe that God Almighty can make the simple wise, and is faithful to make good His word to those who apply to Him. 
This was the condition Jesus Christ insisted on, in treating those who came to him for healing: “Believest thou that I can do this?” There must be no wavering, no staggering at the promise of God through unbelief, or through a sense of any disadvantages that lie on your part. Here therefore we observe that oneness, and sincerity of intention, and a steadiness of mind, constitute another duty required under affliction: He that wavereth is like a wave of the sea, driven with the wind, and tossed. 
7-8. To be sometimes lifted up in spirit by faith, and then thrown down again by distrust—to mount sometimes towards the heavens, to secure glory, and honor, and immortality, and then to sink again in seeking the ease of the body, or the enjoyments of this world—this is very fitly and elegantly compared to a wave of the sea, that rises and falls, swells and sinks, just as the wind tosses it higher or lower, that way or this. 
A mind that has but one single and prevailing regard to its spiritual and eternal interest, and that keeps steady in its purposes for God Almighty, will grow wise by afflictions, will continue fervent in its devotions, and will be superior to all trials and oppositions. Now, for the cure of a wavering spirit and a weak faith, the apostle shows the ill effects of these, (1.) In that, the success of prayer is spoiled hereby: Let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord. Such a distrustful, shifting, unsettled person is not likely to value a favor from God Almighty as he should do, and therefore cannot expect to receive it. 
In asking for divine and heavenly wisdom we are never likely to prevail if we have not a heart to prize it above rubies, and the greatest things in this world. (2.) A wavering faith and spirit have a bad influence on our conversations. A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways. When our faith and spirits rise and fall with second causes, there will be great unsteadiness in all our conversations and actions. This may sometimes expose men to contempt in the world, but, certainly, such ways cannot please God nor procure any good for us in the end. While we have but one God to trust to, we have but one God to be governed by, and this should keep us even and steady. He that is unstable as water shall not excel. 
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How To Be Saved in Jesus Christ

I said I don’t understand, He says yes, what you said yesterday you were saved through my servant, it’s not your works. I said, ah…I don’t understand, just that word, [the sinner’s prayer] for only that I am saved? 
I said, No! People have to do the right things, they fast, they pray, they give [zadaka]. They run away from fornication. They don't cheat, they don’t steal, they don’t [Arabic], and they have to do these good works to go to heaven, what do you mean just saying that I’m saved??
He [Jesus] said, “Yes My son, you don’t need good works, all you need is to confess me as your Lord and personal savior. I took your sins and nailed them on the cross of Calvary that is where the Muslims get it all wrong. That’s why your people get it all wrong. No one goes to heaven until he or she believes in the finished work of Jesus Christ on this cross of Calvary, if not, forget it! It doesn’t matter who you are whether you’re a Muslim, a Buddha, or a Hindu, or whoever you are. This is truth, the hard truth.”
As a man thinketh in his heart, my son, so is he. Don’t think negatively. It’s not part of my kingdom. Fear is not part of my kingdom. Doubt is not part of my kingdom, it’s of Satan. Don’t doubt, I have created the whole world, the whole world is my creation, but only the Christendom is my creation. 
I said, ah ... how do you mean?

So you mean Muslims are not part of it?
He [Jesus] said yes, “the Christendom are my royal priests, a peculiar people, and a holy nation, I created them to reign in life as [kings?], but since they’re having a problem, some of them, many of them are also not reigning. They believe me, but they see my Bible as a storybook, some see it as a novel. Some even think that the miracles that are inside, when I was on earth, the great Jesus was on earth they are not believing them again [Hebrews 4:12]. They don’t know my word is powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword. They don’t know that. So..they’re full of fear and doubt. Those kinds of Christians, my son I don’t want you to become like them. I call them lukewarm Christians.” [Revelation 3:15-16]. 
And I said, what is lukewarm Christian? I don’t understand, Holy Spirit. He [Jesus] said, yes, they believe me today, the next 5 minutes, they doubt, so that is why they’re not getting what they should be getting. Because the Christians, my son are my royal priest. [Matthew 18:18-20] Whatever they decree on the earth will be decreed in the heavens, what they loosen on the earth will be loosed in heavens. I asked, why is it not happening that way? “Because they are doubters. [Matthew 15:8] They worship me, some of them with their lips, but their hearts are far away from me, it’s not there, that is why my son. From today, believe, don’t be like that only believe, my son. They that believe out of their bellies shall flow rivers of living water.”
