Sabbath Day Sermon of November 25, 2017

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

God Almighty Is Our Refuge and Strength
Psalms Chapters 46-47.
The theme of the 46th Psalm is our hope and trust in God Almighty. In this passage, we see God Almighty's power, providence, and presence among his people in bad times as well as in good ones. We learn of what he has done for us and will do in the future. It is said that when bad news comes our way we should say, "Let us sing praise." So we may in bad times do the same today.


The fear of buildings or cities suddenly crumbling as a result of a terrorist attack or of nuclear blast haunts many people today. But the Word of God says that even if the world ends, we need not fear. In the face of utter destruction, God Almighty expects a quiet confidence in his ability to save his people. It may seem impossible to consider the end of the world with fear, but the Word of God Almighty is clear in the Bible: God Almighty is our refuge in the face of total destruction. He is not merely a temporary retreat; he is our eternal refuge and can provide strength in any circumstance.

4-10. Many great cities have rivers flowing through them, sustaining people’s lives by making agriculture possible and facilitating trade with other cities. Jerusalem had no river, but it had God Almighty, like a river that sustained the people’s lives.  As long as God Almighty lived among the people, the city was invincible. But when the people abandoned him, God Almighty no longer protected them, and Jerusalem fell to the Babylonian army. If you ask, “what does this mean for me?” It means that as long as God Almighty lives in you, you will continue to be invincible; your enemy cannot find you, therefore, cannot conquer or destroy you. But the very moment pride takes hold of you that you abdicate your place from the house of God Almighty headed by Jesus Christ, and you will become visible to your adversary to be conquered and destroyed.

War and destruction are inevitable, but so is God Almighty’s victory. When God Almighty is pleased to use his sword he can make havoc among the nations. No power is so strong that he cannot abase it. At that time, all will be still before Almighty God. How proper then, for us to be still now, honoring him and his power and majesty. My friends take time each day to be still and to exalt God Almighty.

Let the enemies of God Almighty and his people be still and know that our God is the Almighty God. Let the friends of God Almighty and his people also be still, see his deliverance, and know that he alone is able to conquer and overcome the enemy, including that last enemy death.
47:1. The 47th psalm was written following the event of 2 Kings 18:13-19:37. This event occurred in 701 B.C., four years after Sennacherib had become Assyria’s king. Sargon II his father had deported Israel’s people into captivity as described in 2 Kings 17:3.  Judah paid tribute to Assyria to keep them from attacking, but when Sennacherib became king, Hezekiah stopped paying the tribute. However, Judah continued to pay tribute to Egypt. So when Sennacherib threatened Judah to pay or be attacked. Hezekiah realized his mistake and paid the tribute money, but Sennacherib attacked anyway.  But when Hezekiah finally asked for help from the LORD God Almighty instead of paying tribute for protection, deliverance came and the people were totally emancipated (2 King 19:32-37).

Let us, therefore, celebrate the Kingship of God Almighty over the beings of heaven and earth. The LORD God Almighty is awesome beyond words, but this did not keep Bible writers who spoke and wrote as they were inspired by God Almighty from trying to describe him. The awesomeness of him should not keep you from trying to describe Him either. It is true we cannot describe God Almighty completely, but we can tell others what he had done for us. Therefore, you must not let the indescribable greatness of God Almighty prevent you from telling others what you know about Him, and who he is.


9. Abraham was the father of the Israelite nation. The one true God Almighty is sometimes called God of Abraham (Exodus 3:6; 1 Kings 18:36). In a spiritual sense, God Almighty’s promises to Abraham apply to all who believe in God Almighty, Israelite or Gentile (Romans 4:11, 12; Galatians 3:7-9). Thus the God of Abraham is our God too.
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