Sabbath Day Sermon of November 24, 2018
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Israel’s History of Infidelity: A Lesson for All
Ezekiel Chapter 20
In this chapter, we are presented with a familiar scene as in Ezekiel chapter 8, of certain elders of Judah gathering at Ezekiel’s house to discuss matters with him. The chapter opens with a specific date – August 591 B.C., eleven months after the last date given in Ezekiel chapter 8:1. The exiles probably came fishing to know what the prophet knew of their abominable activity and to ask that Ezekiel inquire of the LORD for them. It is not uncommon for Almighty God’s employees to receive this type of treatment from people who think they are clever enough as to fool them. Most of the time the inquirers not knowing that their motives have already been communicated to the true prophet, or minister would continue their pretense. 
The emphasis is upon God Almighty’s attempts to bring the nation of Israel back to himself and his mercy on his constantly rebellious and disobedient people. Ezekiel gives the message that the people alone are responsible for the troubles and judgments they have experienced. In other words, those who continue to rebel God Almighty will “purge out,’ while he promises to bring the faithful into the country for which “I lifted up mine hand to give it to your fathers. The reason ye shall know that I am the LORD.”

Here, as in chapter 14, they came to Ezekiel’s house to meet with him following an earlier revelation to Ezekiel. God Almighty graciously speaks to the Israelites through Ezekiel, questioning whether the elders should be permitted to seek his oracle. Instead of an oracle, God Almighty states the divine case against them, showing how graciously he had treated them and how they and their father’s had dealt treacherously with him from the very beginning in Egypt; through the rebellious first generation and second generation, even to the present generation. Yet God would still have mercy and would cause a remnant to repent. At that time he would return them to the land from which they were to be dispossessed in the seventh year, that is, “six years after King Jeconiah was captured.
5-11. God Almighty’s charges against Israel cover three periods of their history. While in Egypt they had turned from him, therefore God Almighty’s deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt was all of grace and not of works, which occasioned  His refusal to let them enter Canaan for forty years. Second, they sinned against Him in the wilderness. Third, they continued their sinful ways after God Almighty brought them into Canaan, and blessed them with every material blessing. Therefore, God Almighty will no longer hear them when they call on him because he has had it with their rebellion (Deuteronomy 31:15-30).
All have profaned God Almighty by going after idols. Israel can take no delight in its past. As the prophet tells the story, there never was a time of the right relationship between God Almighty and the people. Even after they entered the Promised Land of Canaan, syncretism or the combination of different forms of belief or practice caused a strain in their relationship with God Almighty (Hosea 2). From the moment of Exodus onward, there has been disharmony between God Almighty and the idolatrous chosen people. Here Ezekiel presents the important theological rationale pointing out to them that God Almighty has extended mercy to the people, not for their own sake, but for the sake of the holiness of His divine name. If you are reading this message,  may we ask you how your relationship with Jesus has been since you accepted Him into your life? Do you still love him, trust, and obey him? 
10-11. God will always have mercy because deliverance is inextricably bound to His holiness, reputation, and character in the world. But now, at the conclusion of the historical account, to be true to the divine identity and presence, God Almighty refuses an oracle or to give an answer to the idolatrous elders of Israel.
In the course of the historical recitation, Ezekiel speaks of statues given by God Almighty to the Israelites that were supposedly not good, because they perverted them.  In other words, these people chose to reject God Almighty and He allowed them to do it. God Almighty does not usually stop us from making choices against his will unless he has our permission to stop us from our self destructive ways; the reason Jesus taught us to pray “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”  He lets us declare our supposed independence from him, even though he knows that in time we will become slaves to our own rebellious choices; and we will lose our freedom not to sin. My friends, if life without God Almighty looks like freedom to you, and this is how you feel, we would like you to know that it is not for long. Because there is no worse slavery than slavery to sin. Sin is a taskmaster and it rewards those who enjoy it with everlasting death in hell (Mark 9:44).
12-17. “I gave them my Sabbath as a sign between me and them.” The Sabbath, instituted by God Almighty at Creation, was entrusted to Israel as a sign that God Almighty had created and redeemed them (Exodus 20:8; Deuteronomy 5:12-15). Today it has been given to the believers through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ by which we have been saved and redeemed by His Blood. 

This day of rest was a gift from a loving God Almighty, not a difficult obligation to keep. But the people repeatedly desecrated the Sabbath. It was a reminder to them and us that we are God Almighty’s special people, but just as they ignored it, so have we continued to ignore it as well. It is most unfortunate that many of those who claim to be Christians celebrate the LORD’s Day, not on the Sabbath Day that was instituted by God Almighty at Creation for its celebration. Instead, they have taken the yoke of Baal and to worship it on Sun day. Every Christian on the Sabbath Day must be careful to fulfill God Almighty’s purpose in it. God Almighty wants you and I to rest, refocus and remember Him on this day (Isaiah 58:13, 14). Unfortunately, we like the Israelites before us would always have our own legitimate reasons for desecrating the Sabbaths of the LORD.
18-28. Among the duties of children to parents are the following: (1) being taught by parents (Proverbs 1:7-9); (2) honoring parents (Exodus 20:12; Hebrews 12:9); (3) obeying parents (Proverbs 6:20; Ephesians 6:1); (4) providing for aged parents (1 Timothy 5:4). Children are told not to imitate bad parents that are disobedient to God Almighty’s Law (20:18). The designation of Christians as sons or children of God Almighty is very important. Because we share in the saving work of the divine Son, we share in his sonship also. The application of the metaphor of discipline is clearly presented. Here the human suffering is interpreted as evidence that God Almighty is disciplining the children he loves to bring them to maturity. Like the divine Son, they too must learn from their suffering.
Why would God Almighty give them laws that weren’t good? This, of course, is not talking about the Ten Commandments, because Ezekiel reinforces Exodus 20:11, 13, and 21. Remember that besides the Ten Commandments which is placed inside the ark, the Israelites were also given the ceremonial law which is for a witness against them (Deuteronomy 31:24-27; 30:10-14). Evidently, the Israelites had taken Exodus 13:12 and 22:29, the dedication of firstborn animals and children, as a justification for child sacrifice to the Canaanite demon god Molech. It is the same demon Molech that many worship in America today and around the world; the reason for the Abortion Chambers in many nations. God Almighty was giving them over or allowing them their hearts desires to this delusion to speed up their judgment and to allow them their heart desires to fall away as they wish in order to jar their consciences and revitalize their faith (Romans 1:26-32).
“What is the high place whereunto ye go? Bamah, a hilltop area where they sacrificed their children in the fire to Molech, which are the abortion chambers or clinics in our day.  Herein the coming judgment of God Almighty on his people is stated. He will separate himself or hide his face from them and will later re-gather them; the remnant after the judgment has done its work in them.

30-39. Israel had polluted herself like water containing contaminants, even in the small amount, is polluted. We pollute ourrselves when we accept the contaminants, that is, immoral values of this world. For example, if we love money instead of using it we become greedy. If we lust, we become sexually immoral. Remaining pure in a polluted world is difficult, but if Jesus was sinless when he lived in this world as a man, you can do the same. You know that by filling your heart with God Almighty’s Holy Spirit leaves no room for pollution (Titus 1:15).

The Israelites were worshiping idols and giving gifts to God Almighty at the same time! This is like many who call themselves Christian, but they have one foot in the Congregation and the other foot in paganism. As the Israelites were, they did not believe in their God; instead, they worshipped him along with the other demon gods of the land and of the people who lived around them. They joined in the worship of the demon gods, because they enjoyed the immoral pleasures of idol worship as in the occult holidays celebrated by many Christians around the world. Simply, because they do not want to miss on the benefits the idols might give them which of course is death at the end (James 1:15; Romans 6:23). 
We find these attitudes is many Congregations today, where many claim to believe in God Almighty and give him gifts of church attendance and in church collection or service, while still holding on to their idols of money, power, or pleasures (Romans 1:18). They do not want to miss out on any possible benefits no matter where it comes; the reason God Almighty has said that he will purge the Christian communities together with unbelievers in America and around the world. But God Almighty wants all of our lives and all of our devotion, devotion to anything else is idol worship. My friends, beware of trying to please God Almighty while you also pursue the pleasures of sin. You must choose only God Almighty today before it is too late.
When the Israelites disobeyed God by refusing to enter the Promised Land the first time, God Almighty chose to purify his people by forcing them to wander in the wilderness until that entire generation died (Numbers 14:26-35). Here he promises to purge the nation of its rebellious people again as they cross the vast wilderness from their captivity in Babylon. Only those who faithfully followed God Almighty would be able to return to their land or receive the promise of eternal life.  The purpose of this desert judgment would be to purge all those who worshipped idols, who would not come to Jesus Christ. The wilderness of the people, that is, the desert judgment hall, peopled by nomadic tribes. This dessert would be traversed in returning to Israel from Babylon. 

40-48. In due time God Almighty’s people, that is all who have called upon the name of Jesus, will know he is LORD, and those who are obedient to the LORD will be blessed, not for their works, but for God Almighty’s own name’s sake (Romans 1:18; Galatians. 3:11; Hebrews 10:38). 
Beginning from here and going on in the next chapter, God Almighty directs attention to Judah and Jerusalem (the south of the land) against whom he pronounces judgment. Fire will come upon them and not be quenched. So harsh is the judgment and so disturbing to the elders that they express their distaste for it, as Ezekiel’s indicated in his complaint to God Almighty.
49. Doth he not speak parables? “This was the language either of their ignorance or infidelity or of their malice and ill-will to the prophet. No doubt, it is common for those who will not be persuaded upon by the Word of God Almighty to pick quarrels with it. It is either too plain or too obscure, too fine or too homely, too common or too singular; something or other is amiss in it.” My friends, no matter how important our work or how significant our ministry, we will have moments of discouragement, sometimes by what people say and do. Here we observe that apparently, God Almighty did not give answer to Ezekiel’s complaint, instead, he gave him another message to proclaim.
Whatever has been discouraging you that you have felt like giving up, you should know that The LORD wants you to continue doing what he has told you to do. He promises to reward the faithful (Mark 13:13). Remember that God Almighty’s cure for discouragementas as it was also in the case of Ezekiel, will always be another assignment for us. Because in serving others, we may find the renewal we need in our work for our Father’s Kingdom.
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