Sabbath Day Sermon of November 22, 2014.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

God’s Care for the Godly: They Shall Rest in Peace
Isaiah Chapter 57

Sometimes God would providentially take the righteous out of this world through death. Thus they are removed from the calamities of life and enter into their eternal rest. To die in the Lord is great gain.  The death of the righteous is barely noticed because there is usually no Television News broadcast of their death.  Righteousness delivers from the sting of death, but not from the stroke of it. They are said to perish because they are utterly removed from us, and to express the great loss which this world sustains by the removal of them, not that their death is their undoing, but it often proves an undoing to the places where they lived and were useful. Even merciful men are taken away, those good men that are distinguished from the righteous, for whom some would even dare to die, (Romans 5 verse 7). 
Those are often removed that could be worst spared; the fruitful trees are cut down by death and the barren left still to cumber the ground. Merciful men are often taken away by the hands of men’s malice. Many good works they have done, and for some of them they are stoned. In other words, the common knowledge that the New World Order has in its agenda to persecute and kill Christians would hasten the wrath of God upon the unsaved people of this world. Understand that as Satan hastens to kill more Christians, let the person who reads this message know that the final battle between good and evil is at hand. Christians ought to be joyful as children of God, for our Father in heaven has already won the battle for us when he resurrected Jesus from the dead.
In verses 1 to 14, we read of pride and lust, while verses 15 to 21 tell how God relates to those who are humble and repentant. The most high and holy God came down to our level to save us because it is impossible for us to go up to his level to save ourselves (2 Chronicles 6 verse 18; Psalm 51 verses 1 to 7; Philippians chapter 2). In wrath to the world, to punish them for all the injuries they have done to the righteous and merciful ones; the righteous are taken away that stood in the gap to turn away the judgments of God, and then what can be expected after the righteous are gone to be God, but a deluge of Judgments? It is a sign that God intends war when he calls home his ambassadors. They go to be easy out of the reach of that evil. The righteous man, who while he lived walked in his uprightness, when he dies enters into peace and rests in his bed. 
Therefore, those that would practice uprightness, and persevere in it to the end, shall find it well with them when they die. Their souls then shall enter into peace, into the world of peace, where peace is in perfection and where there is no trouble. Jesus says to them,  “Enter thou into the joy of the Lord” (Matthew 25 verses 21 and 23).  Their bodies rest in their beds. The grave is a bed of rest for the body to the entire Lord’s people; there their body rest from all their labors, (Revelation. 14 verse 13).  And the more weary they were the more welcome will that rest be to them (Job 3:17). This bed is made in such a way that it is a bed out of which they shall rise refreshed in the morning of the resurrection.
5-12. But for those who professed to worship God but had turned to idols burned with the lust and performed sexual sins and sex magic. These also slew their own children as a sacrifice to idols of Lucifer also known as Satan in the secret chambers in the darkness of solitary places where they thought God could not see them. When one of the rich and famous dies, who had taken secret oaths with Lucifer also known as Satan, and because his or her death makes money for the worldly system, the news of their death goes on and on until all the profits from their death have come in.

Here God brings  a high charge, but a just one no doubt, drawn up against that wicked generation out of which God’s righteous ones would be removed, because the world was not be worthy of them. The general character here given of them, or the name and title by which they stand indicted: They are told to draw near and hear the charge,  and are arraigned as sons of the sorceress, or of a witch, the seed of an adulterer and a whore, that is, they were such themselves, they were strongly inclined to be such, and their ancestors were such before them. Sin is sorcery and adultery, for it is departing from God and dealing with the devil. Apostasy was used to describe the conduct of the Israelites in Isaiah’s day, because they were children of disobedience. This also applies to all the children of disobedience in our time. "Come,’’ says the prophet, "draw near hither, and I will read you your doom; to the righteous death will bring peace and rest, but not to you; you are children of transgression and a seed of falsehood, that have it by kind, and have it woven into your very nature, to backslide from God and to deal treacherously with him,’’ (Isaiah. 48:8). If you one of those people who is rebellious toward God, repent and obey that it may be well with you and your house.
Who are the wicked, and what are their crimes against God?  Scoffing at God and his Word. They are usually a generation of scorners: "Against whom do you sport yourselves?”  You think it is only against the poor prophets and the true ministers of the Gospel  whom you trample upon as contemptible men and women, but really it is against God himself, who sends them for your own good, and whose message they deliver.’’ Mocking the messengers of the Lord is the world’s measure-filling sin, for what is done to God’s messengers in the Old Testament and the New Testament God takes as done to him.  
In this generation, it is often the case that when people are reproved for their sins, and warned with the judgments of God, they would ridicule the Word of God with the rudest and most indecent gestures and expressions of disdain. In the Old Testament times, they sported themselves, and made themselves merry, with that which should have made them serious, and under which they should have humbled themselves. Today we find the same response to the Gospel almost in all parts of the world. In the Old as in the New, they would make wry mouths at the prophets, and the Gospel ministers and drew out the tongue, contrary to all the laws of good breeding; nor would they treat God’s prophets and ministers with the common civility with which they would have treated a servant that had been sent to them on an errand. Those who mock at God, and bid defiance to his judgments, had best consider who it is towards whom they conduct themselves so insolently. For it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Almighty living God (Hebrew 10:31).
For example, marriage is an exclusive relationship in which a man and a woman become one. Adultery breaks this beautiful bond of unity. When a people turn from God and give their love to idols and worship them, God says, they would be committing adultery, which is, breaking their exclusive commitment to God’s family. How could people give their love to worthless wood and stone instead of the God who made them and loved them so very much? For the unrighteous and rebellious persons, it is that because God does not immediately sentence the wicked to their well deserved punishment, they supposed that they do not need to fear the Almighty God the lawgiver. Again, because of the divine silence, they think they will forever escape divine wrath. God laughs in the heavens and challenges them to find their deliverance in their idol worship practices when they are in need of help. The wind blows their idols and the demons in them in every direction together with those who worship them. God warns that righteousness based on good works would not save a person any more that their weak, worthless idols. No one can gain their salvation through good works, because our best works are not good enough to outweigh our sins. Salvation is a gift from God, and the only way to receive it is through faith in Jesus Christ, not good works (Ephesians 2 verses 8 and 9).
13-21. “Let thy companies deliver thee,” that is, “Let your idol-gods help you.” The Israelites were warned, and today we have been warned to remember that there is no salvation in these false gods. There is no peace to the wicked, because the wicked cannot be on good terms with God. There is no reconciliation with him unless the wicked repents of his or her idolatrous life style. Whoever continues in his or her sins will find no rest in this life or in the life to come. God assures us that this is so simply because he says so. Thus God said to Israel, when in their trouble they called upon him (Judges 10 verse 14), Go, and cry to the gods which you have chosen, let them deliver you. But in vain is salvation hoped for from them: The wind shall carry them all away, the wind of God’s wrath, that breath of his mouth which shall slay the wicked; they have made themselves as chaff, and therefore the wind will of course hurry them away. Vanity they are, and vanity shall take them away, to vanity they shall be reduced, and vanity shall be their recompense. Both the idols and their worshippers shall come to nothing. 
God shows that there was a sufficiency, an all-sufficiency, in him for the comfort and deliverance of all those that put their confidence in him and made their application to him. Their safety and satisfaction appear the more comfortable because their hopes are crowned with fruition, when those that seek to other helpers have their hopes frustrated: "He or she that puts his or her trust in me, and in me only, he shall be happy, both for soul and body, for this world and the other, say the Lord.’’ Those that trust in God’s providence take the best course to secure their secular interests. They shall possess the land, as much of it as is good for them, and what they have they shall have it from a good hand and hold it by a good title (Psalm 37 verse 3). They shall dwell in the land, and verily they shall be fed.
At what height was idolatry in Israel before came her destruction? Idolatry was that sin which the people of the Israelites were most notoriously guilty of before the captivity; but that affliction appeared to have cured them of it. In Isaiah’s time which was before the captivity, it abounded, witness the abominable idolatries of Ahaz which are particularly referred to here and of Manasseh. They were dotingly fond of their idols, were inflamed with them, as those that burn in unlawful unnatural lusts, (Romans 1 verse 27). They were mad upon their idols, in the same way a lot of people are mad with their idols in America today (Jeremiah 50 verse 38). They inflamed themselves with them by their violent passions in the worship of them, as those of Baal’s prophets that leaped upon the altar, and cut themselves, (1 Kings 18: verses 26, 28). 
There is no doubt of the nature of vile corruptions, that the more they are gratified the more they are inflamed. They worshipped their idols under every green tree, that is, their Christmas trees and the worship of nature in the open air, hogging the trees, and in the shade; yet that did not cool the heat of their impetuous lusts, but rather the charming beauty of the green trees made them the more fond of their idols which they worshipped (Jeremiah 10 verses 1 to 5). Thus that in nature which is pleasing, instead of drawing them to the God of nature, drew them away from him. The flame of their zeal in the worship of false gods may shame us for our coldness and indifference in the worship of the true God. They strove to inflame themselves, but we distract and deaden ourselves.  They were barbarous and unnaturally cruel in the worship of their idols. The New World Order leaderships know these facts, and that is why they are very busy pumping out vile corruptions to speed up destruction upon the people of the earth.
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