Sabbath Day Sermon of November 21, 2020

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Separation of the Sheep from the goats

Matthew Chapter 25
My friends, knowing very well that Jesus Christ’s return will be sudden should motivate you and me to always be prepared. We are not to live irresponsibly, sitting and waiting, doing nothing; seeking self-serving pleasures; using his tarrying as an excuse not to do God Almighty’s work of building His Kingdom; developing false security based on precise calculations of events, or letting our curiosity about the end times divert us from doing God Almighty’s work. 
Now if any one’s mind is already set as described above, this is what Jesus said will happen to all those minds that have been conditioned as such: “If that evil servant shall say in his or her heart, My lord delayeth his coming, and shall begin to smite his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; the lord of that servant shall come in a day when he or she looketh not for him, and in an hour that he or she is not aware of and shall cut him or her asunder, and appoint him or her a portion with the hypocrites, there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 24:48-51).
“Cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion” means severally cut the person with a whip and send him or her off to the judgment.” “Weeping and gnashing of teeth mean that this person will be alive during the entire period of this punishment, but for how long” if you ask, it will be forever (Mark 9:43-48). If this sounds a little harsh, it is for a reason so that you will get it, and wake up from your slumber, for God Almighty’s coming judgment is as certain as Jesus Christ's return to earth.

The parable of the two servants contrasts watchfulness and lack of vigilance. The faithful and wise servant does his or her duty. When the master returns and discovers him or her at work, he or she is abundantly rewarded. The wicked servant takes advantage of the master’s prolonged absence by mistreating the other servants and wasting time in foolish pleasures. The master will certainly return sometime. When he does, the wicked servant will be punished. The lesson is that constant watchfulness will be rewarded and lack of vigilance will be punished when the Son of Man comes.
1-13. In today's study, Jesus gave the following parables to clarify further what it means to be ready for his return and how to live until he comes. Remember that a parable is a simile or metaphor drawn from everyday life or nature and that its vividness or strangeness is intended to gain the hearer’s attention but demands further reflection regarding the precise meaning.  This week we would continue to follow Jesus Christ as he describes the parable of the ten virgins.

The parable of the ten virgins contains many features already familiar from the preceding parables we have studied. The ten virgins are divided into two groups: the foolish and the wise. The foolish ones have made no provisions for lighting their torches, while the wise ones have. The story assumes the Hebrew custom of the bridegroom’s going to the bride’s house to make the marital agreement with his father-in-law. When the bridegroom returns with the bride to his own home, the wedding feast can begin. 
The ten virgins are expected to meet the bridegroom and the bride as they approach the house. The foolish five virgins are sure that the bridegroom will not arrive at night like most people today conduct themselves as if they are sure Jesus Christ will not return tonight. But the wise five virgins recognize that He can arrive at any time as He said (Matthew 24:36-39). 
The bridegroom is delayed, but he finally arrives at a most unexpected time. The foolish virgins are caught by surprise and are unable to obtain oil in time for the beginning of the wedding feast. The door is locked, and they are refused entrance with these words, “Verily I say unto you, I know you not.” My friends, don’t be locked out at Jesus’ return for without are the dogs and wolves (Revelation 22:11-15).
Once more, the lesson is constant watchfulness and readiness. When Jesus returns to take his people to heaven, we must be ready. Spiritual preparation cannot be bought or borrowed at the last minute. You must be fully prepared before he returns. Our relationship with God Almighty must be our own. The ten virgins reflect the spiritual and physical condition of the bride who must also be a virgin. Weddings are for virgins only. 
14-30. The parable of the talents has many elements found in the preceding passage, but it concentrates on the judgment scene. The master, the Son of Man goes away and distributes various sums of money to three servants (Ephesians 4:11-15). The Greek word that describes these sums is “talents” The parable is the source of the English term “talent” as the description of God Almighty's given ability that can be improved by the diligent exercise of those talents. Though there are three servants in the parable, they constitute two groups; the two who invest and double the amount, and the one who buries the money.
The master is away for a long time, and suddenly He returns and demands an accounting. The accounting is the last judgment. It involves rewards for the two servants who doubled the sums given to them by investing his time and talents to serve God Almighty and punishment for the servant who did nothing because he has no heart for the work of the Kingdom of God Almighty. What is the lesson, constant watchfulness demands fruitful action and even boldness in the work of Almighty God? 
The last man in the story was thinking only of himself. He hoped to play it safe and protect himself from his hard task-master, but he was judged for his self-centeredness. We must not make excuses to avoid doing what God Almighty calls us to do. If God Almighty is truly your Master, you must obey willingly. Let it be understood that your time, abilities, and money aren’t yours in the first place; you are a caretaker, not an owner. When you ignore, squander, or abuse what you are given, you are rebellious and deserve to be punished.
31-46. The judgment of the nations presents the eschatological discourse of the scene of the last judgment. Even though the story compares the son of Man to a shepherd, it should be classed as a parable, and since the judgment is presented directly and straightforwardly. When the Son of Man comes in his glory, he will divide “all the nations” into two groups: sheep and goats, He will set the sheep on his right hand, and the goats on the left hand. Those on his right are blessed by God Almighty and are welcome to inherit the Kingdom prepared for them from the foundation of the world. The sheep are those who have done good deeds of faith for one of “those least brothers of mine.” But those who have failed to do these deeds for one of “these least ones” will be condemned. 

God Almighty will separate His obedient followers from pretenders and unbelievers. The real evidence of our belief is the way we act. My brothers and sister in Jesus, to treat all persons we encounter as if they are Jesus Christ is no easy task, especially when they come at you very viciously because of the contrary spirits in them, but that is what being a Christian tantamount to, and demands that we allow the Holy Spirit to control every situation we may face. What we do for others demonstrates what we think about Jesus' words to us. This parable describes the act of mercy we all can do every day. These acts do not depend on wealth, ability, or intelligence; they are simple acts freely given and freely received. We have no excuse to neglect those who have deep needs, and we cannot hand over this responsibility to the church or government. Jesus here demands our involvement in caring for others’ needs (Isaiah 58:7).
If you ask, “What are these good deeds of faith?” The good deeds are feeding the hungry, offering hospitality to the homeless, clothing the naked, comforting the sick, and visiting the imprisoned. These deeds deserve a reward at the last judgment because of the relationship of identity between the Son of Man and “the least ones.” God Almighty rewards faithfulness. Those who bear no fruit for God Almighty’s Kingdom cannot expect to be treated the same as those who are faithful (John 15: 1-2).
The much discussion about the identity of the “brethren” as used by Jesus in the story of the final judgment, should be understood that like in the lawyer’s earlier question to Jesus “who is my neighbor?” and his answer to Jesus’ question in verse 36 (Luke 10:19-37); the point to this parable is not who, but the what, that is, the importance of serving where service is needed. Therefore, the focus of this parable is that we should love every person and serve anyone we can. Such love for others glorifies God Almighty by reflecting our love for him; for we are all of one blood (Acts 17:26-28).
If you ask yet again, “Where will be the abode of the dead who missed the first resurrection to travel back home to heaven when Jesus comes?” The abode of the dead who did not rise at the first sound of the trumpet to travel with Jesus is the place of eternal punishment, and this takes place in the Lake of Fire after death. It is the place for all those who refuse to repent, and whose names are not written in the Book of the Lamb (Matthew 5:29, 30). Where ever any of these unrepentant people died and buried, at sea, even death itself and hell all will give up the dead which is in them, and they will be judged every man and woman according to their works. (Revelation 20:7-15). This is the final and eternal state of the wicked after the resurrection and the last judgment. Who is the wicked? It is one who refuses to accept God Almighty’s offering in Jesus Christ (John 3:16-20).
We have heard that Satan promises his followers that they will inherit the earth after the Christians have gone to heaven with their King Jesus, but what does the Bible say? We read in Matthew 5: 5: “Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the earth after it has been cleansed. What does it mean to be meek? Meekness is an attribute of human nature and behavior. It has been defined as righteous, humble, teachable, and patient under suffering, long suffering willing to follow gospel teachings; an attribute of a true disciple of Jesus Christ. 

The new earth is described in Revelation 21, and that’s the tabernacle of God Almighty with His children in it coming down to occupy the earth that was promised to them from the foundation of the world (Genesis 2:28). The second heaven where satan hides with his demons will be no more, for God Almighty will create a new heaven and a new earth for His children to live.  Those whose names are written in the book of life will be united to live there forever. Will you be there? If you are not sure you will be there, call to Jesus Now, and tell Him to save you so you can be there with your real family.
These parables constitute warnings against unbelief, and Jesus is trying to save you and me from agonizing punishment. He or she who has an ear to hear, please hear, and call to Jesus today to save you, and give you eternal life (John 6:34-40). 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God Almighty, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. AMEN
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